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Hwet! WE Gar-Dena  in gedr-dagum,
peod-cyninga,  prym gefriinon,
ha 82 xpelingas ellen fremedon!

Oft Scyld Scefing sceapena préatum

5 monegum mZghum meodo-setla oftéah;

egsode eorlfas] syd0an Zrest weard
feasceaft funden; hé pas frofre gebad,
weox under wolcnum, weor$-myndum pah,
o8pzt him 2ghwylc  para ymb-sittendra

10 ofer hron-rade hyran scolde,
gomban gyldan. Pzt was god cyning!
P2m eafera was efter cenned
geong in geardum, pone God sende
folce to frofre; fyren-Gearfe ongeat

15 pat hie 2r drugon aldor-[lé]ase
lange hwile; him pas Lif-fréa,
wuldres Wealdend, worold-are forgeaf:
[Béow] was bréme —bl2d wide sprang—
Scyldes eafera, Scede-landum in.

20 Swa sceal [geong gluma gode gewyrcean,
fromum feoh-giftum on faeder [bea]jrme,
p=t hine on ylde eft gewunigen
wil-gesibas, ponne wig cume,
leode gel@sten; lof-d@&dum sceal

25 in m2gpa gehwzre man gepéon.

MS. eorl: em. Kemble.

MS. aldor..ase: em. Grundtvig.
The MS. reads “Beowulf” here and 53; see Commentary, p. 278.

MS. ... uma: em. Grein,
MS. ...rme: em. Chambers.
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Him &a Scyld gewat to gescap-hwile
fela-hror féran on Fréan ware.
Hi hyne pa ztbZron to brimes faroJe,
swase gesipas, swa hé selfa bazd
penden wordum weold wine Scyldinga;
léof land-fruma lange ahte.
p2r =t hy¥e stod hringed-stefna,
isig ond t-fs, zpelinges fer.
Alédon pa  1eofne péoden,
be&aga bryttan, on bearm scipes,
m2rne be maste. P2r wes madma fela
of feor-wegum, fretwa, gelzded;
ne hyrde ic cymlicor c&ol gegyrwan
hilde-w2pnum ond hea8o-wzdum,
billum ond byrnum; him on bearme lzg
madma menigo, pa him mid scoldon
on flodes Zht feor gewitan.
Nalas hi hine 12ssan lacum téodan,
p&od-gestréonum, pon pa dydon,
pe hine ®t frum-sceafte for onsendon
&nne ofer yde umbor-wesende.
Pa gyt hi him asetton segen ge[l/]denne
héah ofer héafod, 1éton holm beran,
géafon on gar-secg; him was gedmor sefa,
mumende méd. Men ne cunnon
secgan to sdde, sele-r2den[d]e,
hzleS under heofenum, hwa pzm hlaste onféng.

Pa was on burgum [Béow] Scyldinga
18of 1€od-cyning longe prage
folcum gefrzge —fe=der ellor hwearf

aldor of earde— oppat him eft onwdc
héah Healfdene; héold penden lifde,
gamol ond gid-réouw, glede Scyldingas.
P2m féower bearn for§-gerimed

47b MS. ge.denne: em. Malone, NC, p. 50.
51b MS. sele redenne: em. Kemble.
53b See note to 18a.
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in worold wocun, weoroda r®swal[n],
Heorogar ond Hrodgar ond Halga til;
hyrde ic pat [Yrse wes Onlelan cwén,
Heado-Scilfingas heals-gebedda.

Pa was Hrodgare here-spéd gyfen,
wiges weord-mynd, pt him his wine-magas
georne hjrdon od0p2t s€o geogod geweox
mago-driht micel. Him on mdd be-arn
pat heal-reced hatan wolde,
medo-zrn micel men gewyrcean,
pone yldo bearn 2fre gefrinon
ond b2r on innan eall gedzlan
geongum ond ealdum, swylc him God sealde,
biiton folc-scare ond feorum gumena.

Pa ic wide gefregn weorc gebannan
manigre m&gpe geond pisne middan-geard,
folc-stede fretwan. Him on fyrste gelomp,
&dre mid yldum, pt hit wear§ eal-gearo,
heal-zrna m&st; scop him Heort naman,
sé pe his wordes geweald wide hefde.
Heé béot ne aléh, béagas dzlde,

sinc &t symle. Sele hlifade

héah ond horn-géap, heado-wylma bad,
1adan liges; ne was hit lenge pa gén

b=t se [e]cg-hete apum-swerian

fter wal-nide wacnan scolde.

Pa se ellen-g@st earfodlice
prage gepolode, s€ pe in pystrum bad,
p=t hé dogora gehwam dréam gehjrde
hlidne in healle; p&r was hearpan swég,
swutol sang scopes. Szgde, s pe ctpe

60b MS. reswa: em. Kemble.
62 Scribal omission but no gap in MS. Em. follows Grundtvig, Bugge, and
M. G. Clarke, Sidelights on Teutonic History during the Migration Period

(Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 1911), pp. 82 ff.

70a Usually em. pon[n]e ‘than’ but I follow Robinson, TSL 11 (1966),

151-55.

84a MS. secg hete: em. Grein, but see R. P. Tripp, ELN 18 (1980), 81-86.
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frumsceaft fira feorran reccan,

cwal pat se Elmihtiga eordan worhftel,

wlite-beorhtne wang swa water bebiliged:

gesette sige-hrépig sunnan ond monan
95 léoman t5 l€ohte land-biiendum,

ond gefretwade foldan scZatas

leomum ond 1€afum; Iif €ac gescedp

cynna gehwylcum para &e cwice hwyrfap.

Swa 83 driht-guman dréamum lifdon,
100 é&adiglice,  oddzt an ongan

fyrene fre[m]man, féond on helle.

Wes sé grimma g@st Grendel haten,

m&re mearc-stapa, sé pe moras héold,

fen ond festen; fifel-cynnes eard
105 won-s2li wer weardode hwile,

sipSan him Scyppend forscrifen hefde

in Caines cynne— pone cwealm gewraec

&ce Drihten pas pe hé Abel slog.

Ne gefeah hé pzre f2hde, ac hé hine feor forwrac,
110 Metod for by mane, man-cynne fram.

Panon untydras ealle onwocon,

eotenas ond ylfe ond orc-néas,

swylce gi[ga]ntas pa wid Gode wunnon
115 lange prage; hé him dzs 1€an forgeald.

II} Gewat J3a nEosian sypdan nibt becom,

h€an hiises, hi hit Hring-Dene

zfter beor-pege gebiin hafdon;

fand pa 82r inne zpelinga gedriht

swefan zfter symble— sorge ne ciifon,
120 wonsceaft wera. Wiht unhzlo,

grim ond gr&dig, gearo sOna was,

réoc ond répe, ond on rzste genam

92b MS. worh..: em. Kremble.

101a MS. fre.man: em. Kemble.

106a MS. scyppen, with “d” added above line in another hand.

107a The “in” appearing in MS. caines altered from “m” by erasure. Cf.
MS. camp 1261b.

113a MS. gi..ntas: em. Thorkelin. See Malone, PMLA 64 (1949), 1193,
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pritig pegna; panon eft gewat
hiide hrémig td ham faran,
mid p2re wzl-fylle wica n&osan.

Pa was on ihtan mid 2r-dage,
Grendles gid-craft gumum undyrne;
pa was after wiste wop ip ahafen,
micel morgen-swég. Mzre pEoden,
&peling Zr-god, unblide szt,
polode 8ryd5-swyd, pegn-sorge dréah,
sy0pan hie pes ladan  last scEawedon
wergan gastes. Wes pat gewin t6 strang,
128 ond longsum. Nes hit lengra fyrst
ac ymb @ne niht eft gefremede
mor3-beala mire ond n6 mearn fore,
f2hde ond fyrene; was to fast on pam.
Ppa was &ad-fynde pe him elles hwar
gerimlicor reste [sohte],
bed after birum, 03 him geb&acnod was,
gesegd sodlice sweotolan tacne
heal-3egnes hete; héold hyne sydpan
fyr ond fastor s€ p2m féonde ztwand.

Swa rixode ond wid rihte wan
ina wid eallum, ‘odpat idel stod
hiisa s€lest. Wes séo hwil micel:
twelf wintra tid torn gepolode
wine Scyldfing]a, wéana gehwelcne,
sidra sorga; for8am [secgum] weard,
ylda bearnum undyrne cid,
gyddum gedmore, patte Grendel wan
hwile wi§ Hropgar, hete-ni0as wag,
fyrene ond fZhde fela misséra,
singdle szce; sibbe ne wolde
wid manna hwone magenes Deniga,
feorh-bealo feorran, féa pingian;

139b No gap in MS: em. Grein.
1482 MS. scyldenda: em. Grundtvig.
149b No gap in MS: em. Schiicking.
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né p2r nZnig witena wenan porfte

beorhtre bote to banfan] folmum;

[ac se] @gl&ca éhtende wes,

deorc déap-sciia dugupe ond geogope

seomade ond syrede; sin-nihte héold

mistige moras; men ne cunnon

hwyder hel-riinan hwyrftum scripad.
Swa fela fyrena feond man-cynnes,

atol an-gengea, oft gefremede;

heardra hynda. Heorot eardode,

sinc-fage sel sweartum nihtum;

nd hé pone gif-stol grétan moste,

mapdum for Metode, né his myne wisse.

Pzt was wrc micel wine Scyldinga,

modes brecBa. Monig oft gesat

rice to rine, r2d eahtedon,

hwat swid-ferhdum s€lest wire

wid f2r-gryrum to gefremmanne.

Hwilum hie gehéton 2t harg-trafum

wig-weorpunga wordum badon,

pxt him gast-bona géoce gefremede

wid béod-préaum. Swylc was péaw hyra,

h&penra hyht; helle gemundon

in mod-sefan, Metod hie ne ctipon,

d@da Démend, ne wiston hie Drihten God,

né hie hiiru heofena Helm herian ne ciipon,

wuldres Waldend. Wa bi§ p2m Je sceal

purh slidne nid sawle besciifan

in fyres f&pm, frofre ne wénan,

wihte gewendan! WEél bid p£m be mot

zfter dead-dege Drihten sécean

ond t6 Feder fepmum freodo wilnian!
Swa 32 mal-ceare maga Healfdenes

singdla sgad, ne mihte snotor hazled

158b MS. banum: em. Kemble.
159a Loss at edge of MS. restored by Rieger.
175b MS. hrarg trafum: em. Grundtvig.
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weéan onwendan; was bzt gewin td swyd,
1ap ond longsum, pe on Ja léode becom,
nyd-wracu nip-grim, niht-bealwa mést.

P=t fram ham gefregn Higelaces pegn,
god mid Géatum, Grendles dada;
s& was mon-cynnes magenes strengest
on p2m dzge pysses lifes,
zpele ond Eacen. Hét him §3-lidan
godne gegyrwan; cwzd, hé gid-cyning
ofer swan-rade sécean wolde,
m&me béoden, pa him was manna pearf.
Pone sid-fxt him snotere ceorlas
1yt-hwon 16gon béah hé him léof ware;
hwetton hige-rofne, ha&l scéawedon.
Hzfde se goda Geata léoda
cempan gecorone para pe hé cénoste
findan mihte; fif-tyna sum
sund-wudu sShte secg wisade
lagu-creftig mon land-gemyrcu.

Fyrst ford gewit; flota was on ydum,
bat under beorge. Beornas gearwe
on stefn stigon; stréamas wundon
sund wid sande; secgas bZ&ron
on bearm nacan beorhte fretwe
giid-searo geatolic; guman &t scufon
weras on wil-sid wudu bundenne.
Gewat pa ofer wzg-holm winde gefysed
flota fami-heals, fugle gelicost,
odpxt ymb an-tid, Opres dogores,
wunden-stefna gewaden hzfde,
pat 2 1idende land gesawon,
brim-clifu blican, beorgas st€ape,
side s&-na&ssas; pa was sund liden,
goletes =t ende. Panon up hraSe
Wedera l€ode on wang stigon,

204a “rofne” now entirely gone, but deduced from errors in the Thorkelin
transcripts. See Malone. PMLA 64 (1949), 1195.
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sz-wudu sZldon —syrcan hrysedon,
gid-gewzdo— Gode pancedon
pes pe him y&-lade €ade wurdon.
pa of wealle geseah weard Scildinga
s€ pe holm-clifu healdan scolde
beran ofer bolcan beorhte randas
fyrd-searu fislicu; hine fyrwyt brec
mod-gehygdum hwat pa men w2ron.
Gewat him pa t5 warodeé  wicge ridan
pegn Hrodgares, prymmum cwehte
mzgen-wudu mundum, mepel-wordum frzgn:
“Hweat syndon gé searo-hzbbendra,
byrmum werede, pe pus brontne céol
ofer lagu-strte 12dan cwomon,
hider ofer holmas? {Ic hwille wes
ende-s®ta, &g-wearde héold,
p& on land Dena ladra n2nig
mid scip-herge scedpan ne meahte,
N hér cudlicor cuman ongunnon
lind-hzbbende, né g& léafnes-word
gi§-fremmendra gearwe ne wisson,
maga gemédu. Nzfre ic maran geseah
eorla ofer eorpan Jonne is €ower sum,
secg on searwum; nis pzt seld-guma
wZpnum geweordad— nZfre him his wlite 1€oge,
&nlic ansyn! Na ic Eower sceal
frum-cyn witan, &r g fyr heonan,
1eas-scéaweras, on land Dena
furpur féran. Nii g& feor-biiend,
mere-1idende, min[n]e gehyrad
anfealdne gepoht: ofost is s€lest
to gecydanne hwanan €owre cyme syndon.”
Him se yldesta andswarode,
werodes wisa, word-hord onl€ac:

240b MS. bolmas le was: em. Kaluza.
250b Usually em. nzfln]e ‘unless,” but I follow Robinson, TSL 11 (1966),

155-57.

255b MS. mine: em. Kemble.
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“WE synt gum-cynnes Geata leode

ond Higelaces heord-genéatas.

Was min feder folcum gecyped,

&pele ord-fruma Ecgpéow haten;

gebad wintra worn 2r hé on weg hwurfe,
gamol of geardum; hine gearwe geman
witena wel-hwylc wide geond eorpan.
WE purh holdne hige hlaford pinne,

sunu Healfdenes, s€cean cwomon,
léod-gebyrgean: wes pii iis larena god!
Habba® wé t6 pZm mzran micel Zrende
Deniga fréan; ne sceal p2r dyrne sum
wesan, pas ic wéne. pa wast—gif hit is
swa weé soplice secgan hyrdon—

pat mid Scyldingum sceadona ic nat hwyle,
déogol dzd-hata, deorcum nihtum

gawed purh egsan uncidne nid

hyjndu ond hra-fyl. Ic pxs Hrodgar meg
purk rimne sefan r&d gel@ran

hi hé frod ond god féond oferswydep,
gyf him edwendan &fre scolde

bealuwa bisigu, bot eft cuman,

ond pa cear-wylmas cdlran wur$ap;
o88e a sypdan  earfod-prage,

préa-nyd polad, penden pZr wunad

on h&ah-stede hiisa selest.”

Weard mapelode, 2r on wicge sat,
ombeht unforht: “ZEghwabpres sceal
scearp scyld-wiga gescad witan,
worda ond worca, s€ pe wél penced.

Ic pxt gehyre, p=t pis is hold weorod
fréan Scyldinga. Gewitap ford beran

wzpen ond gewzdu; ic éow wisige.
Swylce ic magu-pegnas mine hate
wid féonda gehwone flotan Eowerne,
niw-tyrwydne nacan on sande

arum healdan, opdzt eft byred
ofer lagu-stréamas léofne mannan
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wudu wunden-hals 10 Weder-mearce,
god-fremmendra swylcum gifepe bid

300 p=t pone hilde-rzs hal gediged.”

Gewiton him pa féran. Flota stille bad
seomode on s[a]le sid-fepmed scip
on ancre fast. Eoforlic scionon
ofer hi€or-beran, gehroden golde;

305 fah ond fyr-heard, ferh-wearde héold
gip-mod gr[ijmmoan. Guman oOnetton,
sigon @tsomne, oppxt hy [s]zl timbred,
geatolic ond gold-fah ongyton mihton,
pxt wes fore-marost fold-biendum

310 receda under roderum on pZm se rica bad;
lixte se leéoma ofer landa fela.

Him pa hilde-déor [A]of modigra
torht getzhte, p=t hie him t6 mihton
gegnum gangan; gid-beorna sum

315 wicg gewende, word efter cwas:

“M21 is mé t5 féran; Fazder alwalda
mid ar-stafum €owic gehealde
sida gesunde! Ic to sz wille,

v wid wrad werod wearde healdan.”

320} Str2t wes stan-fah, stig wisode

gumum ztgedere. Giid-byrne scan,
heard, hond-locen, hring-iren scir

song in searwum, pa hie t6 sele furSum
in hyra gryre-geatwum gangan cwomon.

325 Setton s2-mépe side scyldas,
rondas regn-hearde, wid pas recedes weal;
bugon pa to6 bence, byrnan hringdon,
giid-searo gumena. Garas stodon,
s®-manna searo, samod ztgedere,

330 @sc-holt ufan grag; was se iren-préat

302a MS. sole: em. Ettmiiller.
306a MS. grummon: em. Sedgefield.
307b MS. #l: em. Kemble.
312b MS. of: em. Kemble.
322b MS. hzlepum: em. Grein.
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wapnum gewurpad. pa 82r wlonc hzled
oret-mecgas zfter [ple[/Jum fregn:
“Hwanon ferigead gé feette scyldas,
gr&ge syrcan ond grim-helmas,

335 here-sceafta h&ap? Ic eom Hrddgares
ar ond ombiht. Ne seah ic elpgodige
pus manige men modiglicran.

Wen’ ic p2t gé for wlenco, nalles for wrZc-sidum,

ac for hige-prymmum Hrodgar sohton.”
340 Him pa ellen-rof andswarode,
wlanc Wedera I&od, word after sprzc,
heard under helme: “WE synt Higelaces
béod-genéatas; Béowulf is min nama.
Wille ic asecgan sunu Healfdenes,
345 m&rum peodne min Zrende,
aldre pinum, gif hé Gs geunnan wile
pxt wé hine swa godne grétan moton.”
Wulfgar mapelode; pzt wes Wendla léod,
was his mod-sefa manegum gecjJed,
350 wig ond wisdom: “Ic p&s wine Deniga
fréan Scildinga frinan wille,
béaga bryttan, swa pii béna eart,
p€oden mzrne, ymb pinne siJ,
ond pé pa andsware &dre gecydan,
355 Oe mé se goda agifan penced.”

Hwearf pa hradlice p&r Hro8gar set,
eald ond unhar mid his eorla gedriht;
€ode ellen-rof p=t hé for eaxlum gestod
Deniga fréan: cipe hé dugude péaw.

360 Wulfgar madelode to his wine-drihtne:
“Heér syndon geferede, feorran cumene
ofer geofenes begang Ggéata leode;
pone yldestan Oret-mecgas
Béowulf nemna8. Hy bénan synt,

365 p=t hie, peoden min, wid pé moton

339a MS. prymmum rests only on the self-correction of Thorkelin A. See

Malone, PMLA 64 (1949), 1196.
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wordum wrixlan, nd 3 him wearne getéoh
Oinra gegn-cwida, gled-man Hrodgar:
hy on wig-getawum wyrde pincead
eorla gezhtlan; hiiru se aldor déah,

370 s& p2m heado-rincum hider wisade.”

VI  Hr68gar mapelode, helm Scyldinga:
“Ic hine cide cniht-wesende;
was his eald-feder Ecgpéo haten,
02m t6 ham forgeaf Hrépel Geata

375 angan dohtor; is his eafora nii
heard hér cumen, sohte holdne wine!
Ponne szgdon pzt s@-lipende,
pa &e gif-sceattas Geata fyredon
pyder t6 pance, pat hé pritiges

380 manna magen-creft on his mund-gripe,
heapo-r6f, habbe. Hine halig God
for ar-stafum iis onsende
t0 West-Denum, pas ic wén hzbbe,
wid Grendles gryre. Ic p&m gddan sceal

385 for his mod-prazce miadmas béodan.
Béo &t on ofeste, hat in gan
séon sibbe-gedriht samod ztgzdere;
gesaga him €ac wordum p=t hie sint wil-cuman
Deniga 1€odum.” [Pa té dura healle

390 Woulfgar éode,] word inne abéad:
“Eow hét secgan sige-drihten min,
aldor Bast-Dena, pat hé ower zpelu can,
ond g€ him syndon ofer s@-wylmas
heard-hicgende, hider wil-cuman.

395 Nii gé mdton gangan in Eowrum gud-getiwum
under here-griman, Hrodgar geseon;
12tad hilde-bord hér onbidian,

375b MS. eaforan: em. Kemble.

389b-390a No gap in MS: conjectural restoration by Grein as adapted by
‘Wrenn.

395b MS. gud geata wum: em. Ettmiiller.

397b Originally MS. onbidina in error for “onbidian,” with smudged
erasure of “n” after the “di”; thus Malone, NC, p. 55. Other scholars see the
altered “in” as erased “m” and read “onbidan.”
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wudu, wal-sceaftas, worda gepinges.”

Aras pa se rica, ymb hine rinc manig,
prydlic pegna héap; sume pZr bidon
heado-réaf héoldon swa him se hearda bebéad.
Snyredon @tsomne ba secg wisode,
under Heorotes hrof; [éode hilde-déor,]
heard under helme, p®t hé on héode gestdd.
Béowulf madelode —on him byrne scan,
searo-net seowed smipes orpancum:

“Wes pii, Hro0gar, hal! Ic eom Higelaces
m&g ond mago-Jegn; hzbbe ic m2rda fela
ongunnen on geogope. Mé weard Grendles ping
on minre épel-tyrf  undyme cud;

secgad s&-1ifend pt pas sele stande,
reced selesta rinca gehwylcum

idel ond unnyt, sid®an 2fen-léoht

under heofenes hador beholen weorped.
Pa mé pat gelerdon leode mine,

pa s€lestan, snotere ceorlas,

peoden Hrodgar, pat ic bé sohte,

forpan hie magenes craft mine ciipon,
selfe ofersawon 93 ic of searwum cwom
fah from féondum p2r ic fife geband

y&de eotena cyn, ond on ydum slog
niceras nihtes, nearo-pearfe dréah,

wrac Wedera nid —wean dhsodon—
forgrand gramum; ond ni wi Grendel sceal,
wid pam aglzcan, ana geh&gan

8ing wid pyrse. Ic pé ni 3,

brego Beorht-Dena, biddan wille,

eodor Scyldinga, anre béne,

pxt 5 mé ne forwyrne, wigendra hléo,
fréo-wine folca, ni ic pus feorran com,

p=zt ic mote ana, {ond] minra eorla gedryht,
pes hearda h&ap, Heorot f2lsian.

403b No gap in MS: conjectural restoration by von Schaubert.
431b “ond” shifted by Kemble from before “pes” in 432.
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435

440

445

450

455

VII

460

Beowulf

Hazbbe ic ac geahsod, pat s€ @gl@ca

for his won-hydum wé&pna ne recced.

Ic pzt ponne forhicge, swa mé Higelac sie,

min mon-drihten, mddes blide,

pet ic sweord bere op3e sidne scyld,

geolo-rand to gipe, ac ic mid grape sceal

fon wid féonde ond ymb feorh sacan,

1ad wid lapum; Ozr gelyfan sceal

Dryhtnes dome s€ pe hine déad nime3.

Wen’ ic pet hé wille, gif hé wealdan mat,

in p2m gid-sele Geatena leode

etan unforhte, swa hé oft dyde,

magen Hré§-manna. N3 pi minne pearft

hafalan hydan, ac hé mé habban wile

d[r)éore fahne, gif mec déad nimed;

byred blodig wel, byrgean penced,

eted an-genga unmurnlice,

mearcad mor-hopu; nd 8d ymb mines ne pearft

lices feorme leng sorgian!

Onsend Higelace, gif mec hild nime,

beadu-scriida betst, p=t mine bréost wered,

hregla sélest; pet is Hr2dlan laf,

Welandes geweorc. G203 a wyrd swa hio scel.”
Hrodgar mapelode, helm Scyldinga:

“Flor gewyrlhtum b, wine min Béowulf,

ond for ar-stafum tsic sohtest.

Gesloh pin feder f£h%e maste,

wearp hé Heapolafe to hand-bonan

mid Wilfingum; 93 hine [wlara cyn

for here-brogan habban ne mihte.

Panon hé geschte Sid-Dena folc

ofer y&a gewealc, Ar-Scyldinga;

443b The third letter of “Geatena” is “a” altered from “o”: Malone, NC,
p. 56. Wrenn reads “Géotena” as an Anglian form.

447a MS. deore: em. Kemble.

457a MS. fere fyhtum: em. Trautmann,

461b MS. gara cyn: em. Thorpe, newly supported by Joseph Tuso, MLQ
29 (1968), 259-62.
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Beowulf

03 ic furpum weéold folce Deniga

ond on geogo¥e héold gimme-rice,

hord-burh hzlepa; 0a was Heregar déad,

min yldra m&g unlifigende,

bearn Healfdenes; s€ was betera Sonne ic!

Sid¥an pa f2hde féo pingode;

sende ic Wylfingum ofer wateres hrycg

ealde madmas; h€ meé apas swor.

Sorh is mé€ t5 secganne on sefan minum

gumena Zngum, hwzt mé Grendel hafay

hyndo on Heorote mid his hete-pancum,

f2r-nida gefremed; is min flet-werod,

wig-h€ap gewanod; hie wyrd forswéop

on Grendles gryre. God &ape mzg

pone dol-sceadan dzda getwzfan!

Ful oft gebéotedon béore druncne

ofer ealo-wzge Oret-mecgas,

pxt hie in béor-sele bidan woldon

Grendles gipe mid gryrum ecga.

Ponne waes péos medo-heal on morgen-tid,

driht-sele dréor-fah, ponne dag lixte,

eal benc-pelu blode bestymed,

heall heoru-dréore; hte ic holdra py 12s

deorre dugude, pé pa dead fornam.

Site nd t6 symle ond onszl meoto,

sige-hr&d secgum, swa pin sefa hwette.”
pa was Géat-mzcgum geador ztsomne

on béor-sele benc gerymed;

p&r swis-ferhpe sittan €odon,

prydum dealle. Pegn nytte beheold,

sé be on handa bar hroden ealo-w&ge,

scencte scir wered; scop hwilum sang

hador on Heorote; p&r was hzleSa dréam,

dugud unlytel Dena ond Wedera.

465b MS. deninga: em. Thorpe.

490a MS. secgum from Malone, NC, p. 57. The trans. follows J. W. Bright,
MLN 31 (1916), 217-23. Wrenn reads: on s2l meoto / sige hréd-secgla] ‘in
due time attend to the victories of glorious warriors,’ i.e., listen to Danish lays.
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ViII
500

505

510

515

520

525

530

Beowulf

Unferd mapelode, Ecglafes bearn,
pe =t fotum szt fréan Scyldinga,
onband beadu-riine— wes him Béowulfes sid,
modges mere-faran, micel &fpunca
forpon pe hé ne tipe pat Znig 68er man
&fre m®&rda pon ma middan-geardes
gehédde under heofenum ponne hé sylfa:
“Eart pii s¢ Béowulf, s& pe wiS Brecan wunne,
on sidne s® ymb sund flite,
ozr git for wlence wada cunnedon
ond for dol-gilpe on déop water
aldrum n&pdon? Né inc Znig mon,
né léof né 1ag, beléan mihte
sorh-fullne sid, pa git on sund réon;
p&r git Eagor-stréam earmum behton,
m&ton mere-strta mundum brugdon,
glidon ofer gar-secg; geofon §pum weol,
wintrys wylm[um]. Git on wzteres £ht
seofon niht swuncon; hé pé =t sunde oferflat,
bzfde mare magen. Pa hine on morgen-tid
on Heapo-RZmes holm up ztber;
donon hé gesohte swasne €pel,
I€of his léodum, lond Brondinga,
freodo-burh fzgere, p&r hé folc ahte,
burh ond béagas. Béot eal wi§ pé
sunu BEanstanes sode gel@ste.
Ponne wene ic t6 pé wyrsan gepingea
O€ah pii heado-r&sa gehwZr dohte
grimre giide, gif pt Grendles dearst
niht-longne fyrst néan bidan.”

Beowulf mapelode, bearn Ecgp&owes:
“Hwet pi worn fela, wine min Unferd,
beéore druncen ymb Brecan sprice,

499a MS. HVN ferd: em. Rieger, as also in 530, 1165, 1488. Apparently
the scribe succumbed to the analogy of other Germanic names such as Hun-

lafing 1143.

516a MS. wylm: em. Kluge,
530b MS. hun ferd.
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segdest from his side.
pat ic mere-strengo
earfepo on ypum,
Wit pat gecwzdon
ond geb&otedon—
on geogod-féore—
aldrum n&ddon
Hzfdon swurd nacod,
heard on handa;
werian pohton.
fiod-ypum feor
hrapor on holme,
Pa wit ®tsomne
fif nihta fyrst,
wado weallende,
nipende niht,

535

540

545

was mere-fixa
p&r mé wid ladum
heard, hond-locen,
beado-hrzgl broden
golde gegyrwed.
fah féond-scada,
grim on grape;
pezt ic agl@can
hilde-bille;
mihtig mere-déor
“Swa mec gelome
préatedon bearle.
déoran sweorde,
Nas hie Szre fylle
man-fordadlan,
symbel ymb-szton
ac on mergenne
be yd-lafe
sweo[rldum aswefede,

550

555

560

565

Beowulf

S68 ic talige
maran ahte,
Jonne &nig Oper man.
cniht-wesende
w&ron b&gen pa git
pat wit on gar-secg it

ond bzt gezfndon swa.

pa wit on sund réon,

wit unc wid hron-fixas
N6 hé wiht fram mé
fléotan meahte,
16 ic fram him wolde.
on s wa&ron
oppzt unc fiod todraf
wedera cealdost,
ond norpan-wind
heado-grim ondhwearf.
mdd onhréred;

Hréo waron ypa,

Iic-syrce min,
helpe gefremede,
on bréostum leg

Me t6 grunde téah
faste hzfde
hwazpre mé gyfepe weard
orde gerZhte,
heapo-r&s fornam
purh mine hand.

1ad-getéonan

Ic him pénode
swa hit gedefe was.

geféan hafdon,

b=t hie meé pégon,

s2-grunde néah;

mécum wunde
uppe l&gon,

pxt sydpan na

567a MS. sweodum from Thorkelin A only: em. Kemble.
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ymb brontne ford brim-lidende
lade ne letton. Léoht gastan com,
570 beorht béacen Godes, brimu swapredon,
pat ic s®-n@ssas geséon mihte
windige weallas. Wyrd oft nered
unfgne eorl, ponne his ellen déah.
Hwapere mé geszlde, pat ic mid sweorde ofslch
575 niceras nigene. N6 ic on niht gefregn
under heofones hwealf heardran feohtan,
né on &g-stréamum earmran mannon;
hwapere ic fara feng feore gedigde
sipes wérig. Pa mec s& opber,
580 flod =fter farode on Finna land
wlaldu weallendu. N6 ic wiht fram p&
swylcra searo-nida secgan hyrde,
billa brogan. Breca nzfre git
@t heado-lace, né gehwazper incer,
585 swa déorlice dzd gefremede
fagum sweordum —nb ic pas [fela] gylpe—
péah &t pinum brodrum to banan wurde,
héafod-m&gum; pas pu in helle scealt
werhdo dréogan, péah pin wit duge.
590 Secge ic p& to sode, sunu Ecglafes,
pet n&fre Gre[n]del swa fela gryra gefremede,
atol @gl&ca ealdre pinum,
hyndo Heorote, gif pin hige wére,
sefa swa searo-grim, swa pi self talast;
595 ac hé hafad onfunden pet hé pa f&hSe ne pearf,
atole ecg-prace &ower leode
swide onsittan, Sige-Scyldinga;
nymed nyd-bade, nZnegum arad
léode Deniga, ac hé lust wiged,
600 swefed ond s[neldep, secce ne wénep

581a MS. wudu: em. Grundtvig,
586b No gap in MS: supplied by Grein.
591a MS. gre del: em. Thorkelin.

600a MS. sendep: em. Rudolph Imelmann, ESt 66 (1932), 324 ff. The
MS. form could mean “sends (to death).”
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605

610

615

620

625

630

635

t6 Gar-Denum.
eafod ond ellen
gipe gebéodan.
to medo modig,
ofer ylda bearn
sunne swegl-wered

Pa was on salum
gamol-feax ond giid-rof;
brego Beorht-Dena,
fest-r2dne gepoht.
bzr was hzlepa hleahtor,
word w&ron wynsume.

folces hyrde

cwén Hrodgares
grétte gold-hroden
ond pa fréolic wif
2rest East-Dena
bad hine blidne
leodum l€ofne;

Beowulf

Ac ic him Ggéata sceal
ungeara ni
Gzp eft s€ pe mot
sippan morgen-1€oht
opres dogores,

stipan scined!”
sinces brytta,

géoce gelyfde
gehyrde on Béowulfe

hlyn swynsode,
Eode Wealhpgow ford,
cynna gemyndig;
guman on healle,
ful gesealde
€pel-wearde;
&t pre beor-pege,

hé on lust gepeah

symbel ond sele-ful sige-rof kyning.
Ymb-&ode pa ides Helminga
dugupe ond geogope dzl 2ghwylcne

sinc-fato sealde
p=t hio Béowulfe,
mdode gepungen
grétte Geata léod,
wis-feest wordum,

pat héo on Znigne
Hg p=zt ful gepeah,

fyrena frofre.
wezl-réow wiga,
ond pa gyddode

Beéowulf mapelode,

“Ic p=t hogode,
s®-bat gesat
p&t ic anunga
willan geworhte,

feéond-grapum fest.
opde ende-dzg

eorlic ellen,

on bisse meodu-healle
Pam wife pa word

opp=t szl alamp,
béag-hroden cwén
medo-ful @tbar;
Gode pancode
pes Je se willa gelamp,
eorl gelyfde

@t Wealhpéon,
gtpe gefysed;

bearn Ecgpeowes:
pa ic on holm gestih,

mid minra secga gedriht,
gowra 1éoda

op8e on wzl crunge,
Ic gefremman sceal

minne gebidan.”
wél licodon,
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640

645

650

655

660

665

670

675

Beowulf

gilp-cwide Geates; €ode gold-hroden
fréolicu folc-cwén to hire fréan sittan.

Pa was eft swa 2r inne on healle
pry&-word sprecen, 8&od on szlum,
sige-folca swég, oppzt semninga
sunu Healfdenes sécean wolde
&2fen-raste; wiste p2m ahlZcan
to p2m hé&ah-sele hilde gepinged,
si3Jan hie sunnan 1&oht  geséon meahton,
op 8e nipende niht ofer ealle,
scadu-helma gesceapu scridan cwdman,
wan under wolcnum. Werod eall aras.
[Gelgrette pa guma Gperne,

Hrodgar Beowulf, ond him h2l 3bgad,
win-zrmes geweald, ond pat word acway:
“Néfre ic Znegum men &r alyfde,

sip8an ic hond ond rond hebban mihte,
Oryp-2m Dena biton pé ni Ja.

Hafa nii ond geheald hiisa s&lest,

gemyne m&rbo, magen-ellen cy0,

waca wil wrapum! Ne bid p& wilna gad
gif bt pat ellen-weorc aldre gedigest.”

Pa him Hropgar gewat mid his halepa gedryht,
eodur Scyldinga it of healle;
wolde wig-fruma Wealhpéo sécan,
cwén to gebeddan. Hzfde Kyning-wuldor
Grendle togeanes, swa guman gefrungon,
sele-weard aseted; sundor-nytte beh&old
ymb aldor Dena, eoton-weard’ @b&ad.
Hiiru Géata 1€od georne truwode
modgan magnes, Metodes hyldo.

Pa hé him of dyde isern-byrnan

helm of hafelan, sealde his hyrsted sweord,
irena cyst, ombiht-pegne,

ond gehealdan hét hilde-geatwe.

Gesprac pa se goda gylp-worda sum,
Béowulf Geata, &r heé on bed stige:

652a MS. grette: em. Grundtvig.
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“N6 ic mé& an here-wasmun hnagran talige
glip-geweorca, ponne Grendel hine;
forpan ic hine sweorde swebban nelle,
680 aldre benéotan, péah ic eal m=zge.
Nat hé para goda, pxt he mé onggan sléa,
rand gehéawe, peah e he rof sie
nip-geweorca; ac wit on niht sculon
secge ofersittan, gif b[é] ges€cean dear
685 wig ofer wpen, ond sipdan witig God
on swa hwapere hond, halig Dryhten
mardo déme, swa him gemet pince.”
Hylde hine pa heapo-déor, hléor-bolster onféng
eorles andwlitan, ond hine ymb monig
690 snellic s&-rinc sele-reste gebéah.
Nénig heora pohte p=t hé panon scolde
eft eard-lufan 2fre gesécean,
folc opde fréo-burh, p&r hé aféded was;
ac hie hzfdon gefriinen pxt hie &r to fela micles
695 in p&m win-sele wel-déad fornam,
Denigea 1€ode. Ac him Dryhten forgeaf
wig-spéda gewiofu, Wedera l€odum,
frofor ond fultum, bet hie feond heora
Surh anes creft ealle ofercomon,
700 selfes mihtum. S63 is gecyped,
pzt mihtig God manna cynnes
weold wide-ferhd. Com on wanre niht
scridan sceadu-genge. Sceotend swzfon,
pa pat horn-reced healdan scoldon,
705 ealle biton anum. Pt was yldum cip,
pat hie ne moste, pa Metod nolde,
se syn-scapa under sceadu bregdan,
ac hé waccende wrapum on andan
710 bad bolgen-mod beadwa gepinges.
} Pa com of more under mist-hleopum
Grendel gongan, Godes yrre bar;

684b MS. het: em. Kemble.
702a Edge of MS. entirely gone, but “ride” in Thorkelin A, who made
ninety-six errors of “r" for “w.”
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715

720

725

730

735

740

745

Beowulf

mynte se man-scada manna cynnes

sumne besyrwan in sele pam héan.

Wod under wolcnum to pas pe hé win-reced,
gold-sele gumena, gearwost wisse,

f2ttum fahne. Ne was pat forma st

pxt hé Hrodgares ham gesohte;

n&fre hé on aldor-dagum &r ne sipdan
heardran hzle, heal-8egnas fand.

Com pa to recede rinc sidian

dréamum bedled. Duru s6na onarn
fyr-bendum fast syp8an hé hire folmum [ge]hran;
onbrzd pa bealo-hydig, 33 hé [gelbolgen was,
recedes mipan. Rape zfter pon

on fagne flor féond treddode,

&ode yrre-mod; him of €éagum stod

ligge gelicost Ieoht unfzger.

Geseah hé in recede rinca manige,

swefan sibbe-gedriht samod ztgzdere,
mago-rinca héap. Pa his m6d ahlog;

mynte pat hé ged&lde, &r pon deg cwome,
atol agleca, anra gehwylces

1if wid lice, pa him alumpen was

wist-fylle wén. Ne was pet wyrd pa gén,
p=t hé ma moste manna cynnes

Jicgean ofer pa niht. Pryd-swid beheold,
m&g Higelaces, hit se man-scada

under far-gripum gefaran wolde.

NE pat se agleca yldan pohte,

ac hé geféng hrade forman side

sl&pendne rinc, slat unwearnum,

bat ban-locan, blod édrum dranc,
syn-snZdum swealh; sona hzfde
unlyfigendes eal gefeormod,

fét ond folma. For8 néar ®tstop,

722b MS. ..hran from Malone, NC, p. 59: restored by Zupitza.
723b “he” from Conybeare (1826). MS. ...bolgen, much faded, restored
tentatively by Zupitza and Malone. Norman Davis would restore the whole

passage as “[p@r a]bolgen.”
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750

755

760

765

770

775

780

Beowulf

nam pa mid handa hige-pihtigne

rinc on raste, r&hte ongéan

féond mid folme; .  hé onféng hrape
inwit-pancum ond wil earm geszt.

Sona pazt onfunde fyrena hyrde,

pxt hé ne métte middan-geardes,

eorpan scéatta, on elran men

mund-gripe maran; hé on mode weard

forht on ferh3e; nd by &r fram meahte.
Hyge was him hin-fis, wolde on heolster fleon,
sécan déofla gedrag; ne was his drohto$ pzr
swylce hé on ealder-dagum  Zr gemétte.
Gemunde pa se goda, mé&g Higelaces,
2fen-sprace, uplang astod

ond him feste widféng; fingras burston;
eoten was Utweard, eorl furpur stop.

Mynte se m&ra, [p]&®r hé meahte swa,

widre gewindan ond on weg banon

fléon on fen-hopu; wiste his fingra geweald
on grames grapum; beet wes g&ocor S0

p=t sé hearm-scapa to Heorute atéah.
Dryht-sele dynede; Denum eallum weard,
ceaster-biiendum, cénra gehwylcum,

eorlum ealu-scerwen. Yrre wZron bégen,
répe ren-weardas. Reced hlynsode;

pa was wundor micel p=t se win-sele
widhzfde heapo-déorum, pat hé on hriisan ne féol,
fager fold-bold; ac he& pazs feste was

innan ond {tan iren-bendum

searo-poncum besmipod. Pp2r fram sylle abéag
medu-benc monig, mine gefr2ge,

golde geregnad, p2r pa graman wunnon.
Pas ne wéndon &r witan Scyldinga

pat hit 2 mid gemete manna 2nig,

[bletlic ond ban-fag tobrecan meabhte,

762b MS. ..zr from Thorkelin A: em. Ettmiiller.
765b MS. pxt he was: em. Grundtvig.
780a MS. het lic: em. Grundtvig.
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785

790

X

795

800

805

810

815

listum tGlican, nymbpe liges fapm
swulge on swapule. Swég up astag
niwe geneahhe; Nord-Denum stod
atelic egesa, anra gehwylcum
para pe of wealle wop gehyrdon,
gryre-1€od galan Godes andsacan
sige-1€asne sang, sar wanigean
helle hafton. Heold hine fste,
s€ pe manna was magene strengest
on p2m dege pysses lifes.

Nolde eorla hléo &nige pinga
pone cwealm-cuman cwicne forl2tan,
né his lif-dagas 1€oda Znigum
nytte tealde. P&r genehost bragd
eorl Beowulfes ealde lafe,
wolde fréa-drihtnes feorh ealgian,
mé&res péodnes, O2r hie meahton swi.
Hie pzt ne wiston, pa hie gewin drugon,
heard-hicgende hilde-mecgas
ond on healfa gechwone héawan pohton,
sawle sécan: pone syn-scadan
&nig ofer eorpan irenna cyst,
giid-billa nan grétan nolde,
ac hé sige-wZpnum forsworen hzfde,
ecga gehwylcre. Scolde his aldor-gedal
on 32m dzge pysses lifes
earmlic wuran ond se ellor-gast
on féonda geweald feor sidian.
Pa p=xt onfunde s€ pe fela &ror
mddes myrde manna cynne,
fyrene gefremede —he fag wid God—
pzt him se lic-homa l12stan nolde
ac hine se modega m&g Hygelaces
hzfde be honda; was gehwaper 68rum
lifigende 1a8. Lic-sar gebad
atol &gl®ca; him on eaxle weard
syn-dolh sweotol; seonowe onsprungon,
burston ban-locan. Béowulfe weard
gid-hred gyfepe; scolde Grendel ponan

Beowulf
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820 feorh-séoc flon under fen-hleodu,
s€cean wyn-léas wic; wiste p& geornor,
pat his aldres was ende gegongen,
dogera dzg-rim. Denum eallum weard
zfter pam wel-r@se willa gelumpen.

825  Hafde pa gefelsod, s€ pe &r feorran com,
snotor ond swyd-ferhd, sele Hrodgares,
genered wid nide; niht-weorce gefeh,
ellen-m&rpum. Hzfde East-Denum
Geéat-mecga 1€od gilp gelasted,

830 swylce oncypde ealle gebette,
inwid-sorge, pé hie &r drugon
ond for préa-nydum polian scoldon,
torn unlytel, Pzt was tacen sweotol,
sybdan hilde-déor hond alegde,

835 earm ond eaxle —bp#&r was eal geador
Grendles grape— under g€apne hr[5f].

XIII  Pa was on morgen, mine gefrge,
ymb ba gif-healle gid-rinc monig;
férdon folc-togan feorran ond néan

840 geond wid-wegas wundor scéawian,
lapes lastas. NG his lif-gedal
sarlic puhte secga negum
para pe tir-léases trode sc€awode,
hu hé werig-mo6d on weg panon,

845 nida ofercumen, on nicera mere,
fege ond geflymed feorh-lastas ber.
Pzr was on blode brim weallende,
atol y8a geswing eal gemenged
haton heolfre, heoro-dréore wéol;

850 dead-fage déog, sid8an dréama léas
in fen-freodo feorh alegde,
h&pene sawle; p&r him hel onféng.

Panon eft gewiton eaid-gesidas,
swylce geong manig of gomen-wabpe,

855 fram mere modge méarum ridan,
beornas on blancum. P2r was Beéowulfes

836b MS. hAr.. from Thorkelin B: em. Grundtvig.
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860

865

870

875

880

885

890

895

m2r3o mZned; monig oft gecwzd

paztte sid né nord  be sZm twEonum

ofer eormen-grund oper nZnig

under swegles begong sélra nZre

rond-hzbbendra, rices wyrdra.

Ngé hie hiiru wine-drihten wiht ne 16gon,

gledne Hrodgar, ac pat was god cyning.
Hwilum heapo-rofe hléapan Iéton,

on geflit faran fealwe méaras,

Or him fold-wegas fegere piihton,

cystum ciide. Hwilum cyninges pegn,

guma gilp-hlzden, gidda gemyndig,

s€ Oe eal-fela eald-gesegena

worn gemunde, word oper fand

s68e gebunden; secg eft ongan

si0 Béowulfes snyttrum styrian

ond on sp&d wrecan spel gerade,

wordum wrixlan. Wel-hwylc gecwad

pxt hé fram Sigemunde secgan hyrde

ellen-d@dum, uncitipes fela,

Welsinges gewin, wide sidas,

para pe gumena bearn gearwe ne wiston,

f2hde ond fyrena, biiton Fitela mid hine,

ponne hé swulces hwat secgan wolde,

€am his nefan, swa hie a w&ron

@t nida gehwam nyd-gesteallan;

hzfdon eal-fela eotena cynnes

sweordum geszged. Sigemunde gesprong

#fter déad-dzge dom unljtel,

sypdan wiges heard wyrm acwealde,

hordes hyrde. HEé under harne stan,

zpelinges bearn, ana genédde

frécne dzde, ne was him Fitela mid;

Beowulf

hwazpre him geszlde, Szt pet swurd purhwod

wrtlicne wyrm, pat hit on wealle 2tstdd,
dryhtlic iren; draca mordre swealt.
Hezfde agl@ca elne gegongen,

pxt hé beah-hordes briican moste

selfes dome; s&-bat gehléod,
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902a MS. earfod: em. Jacob Grimm. Andreas und Elene (Cassel:

900

905

910

915

920

XIITIT
925

930

Beowulf

bar on bearm scipes beorhte fretwa,
Welses eafera; wyrm hat gemealt.

S& was wreccena wide mZrost
ofer wer-péode, wigendra hl€o,
ellen-d2dum  —hé pas &r ondah—
sid8an Heremddes hild swedrode,
eafod ond ellen; he mid eotenum weard
on féonda geweald ford forlacen
sniide forsended. Hine sorh-wylmas
lemede t5 lange; hé his léodum weard,
eallum zpellingum to aldor-ceare.
Swylce oft bemearn &rran m&lum
swid-ferhpes si§ snotor ceorl monig,
s€ pe him bealwa t5 bote gelyfde,
pat p2t 3eodnes bearn gepéon scolde,
feder-zpelum onfon, folc gehealdan,
hord ond hléo-burh, hzlepa rice,
€pel Scyldinga. Hé p2r eallum weard,
m#zg Higelaces, manna cynne,
fréondum gefegra; hine fyren onwéd.

Hwilum flitende fealwe strte
m&arum m&ton. Pa was morgen-1éoht
scofen ond scynded. Bode scealc monig
swid-hicgende to sele pam hé&an,
searo-wundor s€on; swylce self cyning
of bryd-biire, béah-horda weard,
tryddode tir-faest getrume micle,
cystum gecyped, ond his cwén mid him
medo-stigge mat magpa hose.

Hrodgar mapelode— hé to healle géong
stod on stapole, geseah stéapne hrof
golde fahne ond Grendles hond:
“Disse ansyne Alwealdan panc
lungre gelimpe! Fela ic lapes gebad,
grynna zt Grendle; @ mag God wyrcan

~——

1840), p. 101.

Wigand.
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936b
949b
954b
963a

935

940

945

950

955

960

wunder zfter wundre, wuldres Hyrde,
D=zt was ungeira, p=t ic Znigra mé
wéana ne wénde to widan feore

bote gebidan, ponne blode fah

hiisa selest heoro-dréorig stod,

weéa wid-scofen witena gehwylc[um]
dara pe ne wéndon, pat hie wide-ferhd
léoda land-geweorc lapum beweredon
scuccum ond scinnum.  Ni scealc hafad
purh Drihtnes miht d2d gefremede,

de wé ealle &r pe meahton

Beowulf

snyttrum besyrwan. Hweat, pet secgan mag
efne swa hwylc mzgpa, swa Jone magan cende

#fter gum-cynnum, gyf héo gyt lyfad,
p=t hyre Eald-metod &ste wre
bearn-gebyrdo. Nu ic, Beowulf, pec,
secg betsta, mé for sunu wylle
fréogan on ferhpe; heald for$ tela
niwe sibbe. Ne bid pé [n]2nigre gad
worolde wilna, pe ic geweald hzbbe.
Ful oft ic for 1&ssan 1€an teohhode,
hord-weorpunge hnahran rince,
s®mran &t szcce. Pt pé self hafast
dzdum gefremed, p=t pin [dom] lyfad
awa to aldre. Alwalda pec
gode forgylde, swa hé ni gyt dyde!”
Béowulf mapelode, bearn Ecp&owes:
“WEe pat ellen-weorc &tum miclum,
feohtan fremedon, frécne genéddon
eafod unctipes. Ope ic swipor,
p=t &t hine selfne geséon moste
féond on fretewum fyl-wérigne!
Ic hifne] hradlice heardan clammum
on wal-bedde wripan pohte,

MS. gehwylcne: em. Kemble.

MS. znigre: em. Grein.

No gap in MS.; “d6m” supplied by Kemble.
MS. him: em. Thorpe.
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970

975

980

985

990

XV

995

965a MS.
976a MS.

986b MS
here deleted.

Beowulf

pet hé for [mu]nd-gripe minum scolde

licgean lif-bysig, bitan his lic swice.

Ic hine ne mihte, pa Metod nolde,

ganges getwZman, no ic him pas georne tfealh,
feorh-genidlan; was to fore-mihtig

féond on féepe. Hwapere hé his folme forlét

16 lif-wrape last weardian,

earm ond eaxle; nd p@r &nige swa peah
féasceaft guma frofre gebohte;

nd by leng leofad 1ad-getéona

synnum geswenced, ac hyne sar hafad
in [n]id-gripe nearwe befongen,
balwon bendum; 32r abidan sceal

maga mane fah miclan domes,
hd him scir Metod scrifan wille.”

Pa was swigra secg, sunu Eclafes
on gylp-spr&ce giiJ-geweorca,
sipdan ®pelingas eorles crafte
ofer héanne hrof hand scéawedon,
feondes fingras; foran 2ghwylc weas
steda nzgla gehwylc style gelicost,
h&penes hand-sporu hilde-rinces
egl unhéoru. AEghwylc gecwa
peet him heardra nan hrinan wolde
iren #r-god, pat d2s ahlzcan
blodge beadu-folme onberan wolde.

Da was haten hrepe Heort innanweard
folmum gefretwod; fela p&ra was,
wera ond wifa, pe pat win-reced
gest-sele gyredon. Gold-fag scinon
web &fter wagum, wundor-siona fela
secga gehwylcum pdra pe on swylc starad.
Was pat beorhte bold tobrocen swide,
eal inneweard iren-bendum fest,

band gripe: em. Kemble.
mid gripe: em. Klaeber.
. hilde ends folio 154" and folio 154" starts with repeated hilde,
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1000

1005

1010

1015

1020

1025

1030

Beowulf

heorras tohlidene; hrof ana genzs

ealles ansund, pE se agl@ca

fyren-d&dum fag on fléam gewand,

aldres orwéna. NG pzt yOe byd

to befléonne, fremme s& pe wille,

ac ges[é]can sceal sawl-berendra

nyde genydde, nipSa bearna,

grund-btiendra gearwe stowe,

p&r his lic-homa leger-bedde fast

swefep zfter symle. Pa was szl ond m2l

pat to healle gang Healfdenes sunu;

wolde self cyning symbel picgan.

Ne gefregen ic pa m&gpe maran weorode

ymb hyra sinc-gyfan sel geb&ran.

Bugon pa to bence blad-agande,

fylle gef@gon; fegere gepgon

medo-ful manig magas para

swid-hicgende, on sele pam héan,

Hro8gar ond Hropulf. Heorot innan was

fréondum afylled; nalles fdacen-stafas

péod-Scyldingas  penden fremedon.
Forgeaf pa Béowulfe brand Healfdenes

segen gyldenne sigores to 1€ane,

hroden hil[d]e-cumbor, helm ond byrnan,

m&re madpum-sweord manige gesawon

beforan beorn beran. Béowulf gepah

ful on flette; nd hé pzre feoh-gyfte

for scotenum scamigan Jorfte.

Ne gefragn ic fréondlicor feéower madmas

golde gegyrede gum-manna fela

in ealo-bence o60rum gesellan.

Ymb pazs helmes hrof héafod-beorge

1004a MS. ge sacan: em. Kemble.

1022a MS. hilte cumbor: em. Ettmiiller.

1026a MS. scotenum: von Schaubert reads as dat. pl. of “scéotend” (war-
rior). Usually em. sc[€]oten[d]um.
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Beowulf

wirum bewunden wala iitan héold
pxt him féla laf frécne ne meahton
scir-heard scepdan, ponne scyld-freca
ongéan gramum gangan scolde.

1035 Heht 3a eorla hléo eahta méaras
feted-hleore on flet téon
in under eoderas; para dnum stod
sadol searwum fah, since gewurpad;
b=t was hilde-setl hé&ah-cyninges,

1040 Jonne sweorda gelac sunu Healfdenes
efnan wolde; nZfre on Ore leg
wid-ctipes wig, Sonne walu féollon.
Ond 33 Beowulfe béga gehwapres
eodor Ingwina onweald getéah,

1045 wicga ond w&pna; hét hine wél briican.
Swa manlice mére p&oden,
hord-weard hzlepa heapo-r@sas geald
méarum ond madmum, swa hy n2fre man lyhd,

XVI sé be secgan wile s60 after rihte.

1 050} Pia gyt 2ghwylcum eorla drihten
péara pe mid BEéowulfe brim-lade t€ah,
on pzre medu-bence mapdum gesealde,
yrfe-lafe, ond pone Znne heht
golde forgyldan, pone 8e Grendel 2r

1055 maine acwealde, swa hé hyra ma wolde,
nefne him witig God wyrd forstdde
ond §2s mannes mod. Metod eallum wéold
gumena cynnes, swa hé na git ded.
Forpan bi§ andgit &ghwar s€lest,

1060 ferh3es fore-panc. Fela sceal gebidan
Ieofes ond lapes, sé pe longe hér
on Jyssum win-dagum worolde briiced.

P2r was sang ond swég samod ®tgzdere
fore Healfdenes hilde-wisan,

1065 gomen-wudu gréted gid oft wrecen,
Sonne heal-gamen Hrdpgares scop

1031b MS. walan: em. Ettmiiller.
1051b MS. brim leade: em. Kemble.
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#fter medo-bence mZnan scolde
[be] Finnes eaferum, 03 hie se f2r begeat:
hzleS Healf-Dena, Hnaf Scyldinga,
1070 in Fres-wale feallan scolde.
Né hiiru Hildeburh herian porfte
Eotena tréowe; unsynnum weard
beloren 1€ofum =zt pam [l]i[n]d-plegan
bearnum ond br68rum; hie on gebyrd hruron
1075 gare wunde; pxt was geomuru ides!
Nalles hoélinga Hoces dohtor
metodsceaft bemearn, syb3an morgen com,
03 héo under swegle  geséon meahte
morpor-bealo maga, p&r hé[o] 2r maste héold
1080 worolde wynne. Wig ealle fornam
Finnes pegnas, nemne féaum anum,
p=t hé ne mehte on pZm medel-stede
wig Hengeste wiht gefeohtan
né pa wea-lafe wige forpringan
1085 peéodnes Jegne; ac hig him gepingo budon
p=t hie him &3er flet eal gerymdon,
healle ond h&ah-setl, pat hie healfre geweald
wid Eotena bearn dgan moston,
ond =t feoh-gyftum Folcwaldan sunu
1090 dogra gehwylce Dene weorpode,
Hengestes héap hringum wenede
efne swa swide, sinc-gestréonum
fattan goldes, swa hé Frésena cyn
on béor-sele byldan wolde.

1068a No gap in MS.: addition by Thorpe. Thus the “f2r” (sudden at-
tack) is the triumphant second battle in which the Danes slaughter Finn and
his men (1146 ff.). An alternative is to leave the text unemended, with a
colon after 1067, and trans. thus: “Along with Finn’s sons, when the attack
came on them, the hero of the Half-Danes, Hnzf of the Scyldings, had to
fall.” This way “the attack” is the first battle at night, described in the
Finnsburh Fragment. See Commentary, p. 323.

1072a The OE. word “Eoten” (giant) is a by-name for the Frisians or
more generally for enemies, like “Wederas” (Weathers) for the seafaring
Geats or “Scyldingas” (descendants of Scyld) for the Danes. '

1073b MS. hild plegan: em. Kemble.

1079 MS. he: em. Thorpe.
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1095  Pa hie getruwedon on twa healfa
feste friodu-wre. Fin Hengeste
elne unflitme adum benemde
paxt hé pa wea-lafe weotena dome
arum héolde, pat 3&r &nig mon
1100 wordum né worcum w&re ne brice,
né purh inwit-searo &fre gemZnden
O¢€ah hie hira béag-gyfan banan folgedon
Ocoden-Jease, pa him swa gepearfod was;
gyf ponne Frysna hwylc frécnen sprce
1105 d=s morpor-hétes myndgiend wre,
ponne hit sweordes ecg s[e]8an scolde.
Al was gezfoed, ond icge gold
dhzfen of horde. Here-Scyldinga
betst beado-rinca was on bZl gearu.
1110 At p2m ade was €p-gesyne
swat-fah syrce, swyn eal-gylden,
eofer iren-heard, &peling manig
wundum awyrded; sume on wzle crungon.
Heét 3a Hildeburh =t Hnafes ade
1115 hire selfre sunu sweoloJe befestan,
ban-fatu bzrnan ond on bzl don.
Earme on eaxle ides gnornode,
gedmrode giddum. Gud-rinc astah;
wand 76 wolcnum wel-fyra m®st,
1120 hlynode for hlawe; hafelan multon,
bengeato burston, Jdonne blod @tspranc,
1ad-bite lices. Lig ealle forswealg,
g&sta gifrost, para e p2r gud fornam
béga folces; was hira bl&d scacen.
Gewiton him 8a wigend wica néosian
fréondum befeallen, Frys-land ges€on,
hamas ond héa-burh. Hengest da git
wzl-fagne winter wunode mid Finne

XVII
1125

Beowulf

1106b MS. syddan: em. Klaeber, but see Roger Dahood, MA£ 49 (1980), 14.
1107b “icge” otherwise unrecorded. Trans, follows James L. Rosier, PMLA
81 (1966), 342-46. See also line 2577.
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Beowul}

[ea]l unhlitme; eard gemunde

péah pe [n]e meahte on mere drifan
hringed-stefnan; holm storme wéol,

won wid winde, winter ype beléac
is-gebinde, opdzt oper com

géar in geardas, swa nil gyt ded,

pa Je syngales séle bewitiad,
wuldor-torhtan weder. Pa was winter scacen,
feger foldan bearm. Fundode wrecca,

gist of geardum,; hé to gyrn-wrzce
swidor pohte ponne t6 s@-lade,

gif hé torn-gemot purhtéon mihte

pat hé Eotena bearn inne gemunde.

Swa hé ne forwyrnde worold-r2denne,
ponne him Hinlafing hilde-léoman,

billa sélest, on bearm dyde;

pzs wzron mid Eotenum ecge ciife.
Swylce ferhd-frecan Fin eft begeat
sweord-bealo sliden @t his selfes ham,
sipSan grimne gripe Gudlaf ond Oslaf
®fter s@-side, sorge m&ndon,

@twiton wéana dzl; ne meahte wzfre mod
forhabban in hrepre. Pa was heal hroden
féonda féorum, swilce Fin slazgen,

cyning on corpre, ond s€o cwén numen.
Scéotend Scyldinga to scypon feredon

eal in-gesteald eord-cyninges,

swylce hie 2t Finnes ham findan meahton
sigla, searo-gimma. Hie on s&-lade
drihtlice wif t6 Denum feredon,

1&#ddon 6 I&odum. Léod was asungen,
gléo-mannes gyd. Gamen eft astah,

1128-29 MS. finnel un / hlitme: em. Klaeber.
1130a MS. he: em. Holthausen.
1141 Trans. follows Bruce Mitchell, Neophilologus 52 (1968), 292-99.
1151b “hroden” (decorated) often em. “roden” (reddened) to avoid
double alliteration in second half-line.
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1165

1170

1175

1180

1185

1190

XVIII

Beowulf

beorhtode benc-swég, byrelas sealdon

win of wunder-fatum. Pa cwom Wealhpéo for§

gan under gyldnum béage p&r pa godan twégen

s@ton suhterge-fzderan; pa gyt was hiera sib

ztgedere,

Zghwylc 68rum trywe. Swylce p&r Unferp pyle

=t fotum szt fréan Scyldinga; gehwylc hiora his
ferhpe tréowde,

pat hé hefde mod micel,  p&ah pe hé his magum nzre

ar-fest &t ecga gelacum. Sprec 3a ides Scyldinga:

“Onfoh pissum fulle, fréo-drihten min,

sinces brytta; pi on s&lum wes,

gold-wine gumena, ond t6 Geéatum sprac

mildum wordum, swa sceal man don;

béo wid Geatas gled, geofena gemyndig,

néan ond feorran pu ni hafast.

MEé man sazgde, paxt pu J€ for sunu wolde

here-ri[n]c habban. Heorot is gefzlsod

béah-sele beorhta; bric, penden b mote,

manigra médo, ond pinum magum lzf

folc ond rice, ponne i ford scyle,

metodsceaft séon. Ic minne can
gledne Hropulf, bt hé pa geogode wile
arum healdan, gyf pi &r ponne hé,

wine Scildinga, worold ofl&test;

wéne ic pxt hé mid gode gyldan wille
uncran eaferan, gif hé pxt eal gemon,
hwat wit t6 willan ond t6 word-myndum
umbor-wesendum &r arna gefremedon.”
Hwearf pa b1 bence, p&r hyre byre waron,
Hrédric ond Hrodmund, ond hzlepa bearn,
giogod ztgzdere; p&r se goda sat,

Béowulf Geata be p2m gebroSrum twam.

Him was ful boren ond fréond-lapu
wordum bewazgned, ond wunden gold
&stum ge€awed, earm-réade twa,

1165b MS. hun ferp.
1176a MS. here ric: em. Kemble.
1182b Thorkelin A reads pon, presumably in error for abbreviated bofi.
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1195 hragl ond hringas, heals-bgaga mast
para pe ic on foldan gefregen hzbbe.
Nznigne ic under swegle sélran hyrde
hord-ma[ddJum hzlepa, sypSan Hama ztwag
to [pelre byrhtan byrig Brosinga mene,
1200 sigle ond sinc-fat; searo-nidas fealh
Eormenrices; gec€as Ecne r&d.
Pone hring hzfde Higelac Geata
nefa Swertinges, nyhstan side,
sidpan hé under segne sinc ealgode,
1205 wal-réaf werede; hyne wyrd fornam,
syp&an hé for wlenco wean dhsode,
fzhde t6 Frysum. Heé pa fretwe wag,
eorclan-stanas ofer yda ful,
rice peoden; hé under rande gecranc.
1210 Gehwearf pa in Francna fzpm feorh cyninges,
bréost-gewzdu ond se béah somod;
wyrsan wig-frecan weal réafeden
#fter gid-sceare; Ggata [€ode
hréa-wic héoldon. Heal swége onféng.
1215  Wealh3&o mapelode, héo fore pZm werede sprzc;
“Briic Jisses béages, Béowulf 1éofa,
hyse, mid hle, ond pisses hragles néot
péold]-gestréona, ond gepéoh tela;
cen pec mid crafte, ond pyssum cnyhtum wes
1220 lara lide; ic p& paxs 1€an geman.
Hafast pu geféred, pxt 8¢ feor ond n€ah
ealne wide-ferhp weras ehtigad,
efne swa side swa s& bebiiged

wind-geard, weallas. Wes, penden b lifige,
1225 =peling, €adig! Ic p€ an tela
sinc-gestréona. Béo pu suna minum

dzdum gedéfe, dréam-healdende.

1198a MS. hord mad mum: em. Grein.

1199a MS. here: em. Ettmiiller.

1200b ‘‘fealh’ (incurred) usually em. ‘*‘flléa]h” (fled) after Heinrich Leo,
Uber Beowulf (Halle: E. Anton, 1839), p. 44.

1218a MS. peo ge streona: em. Grundtvig.
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Her is 2ghwylc eorl Oprum getrywe,
modes milde, man-drihtne hol[d];
pegnas syndon gepwre, péod eal-gearo,
druncne dryht-guman dod swa ic bidde.”

Eode pa to setle. P&r was symbla cyst,
druncon win weras; wyrd ne ciipon,
geosceaft grim[m]e, swa hit agangen wear$
eorla manegum, sypSan Zfen cwom,
ond him Hrodgar gewat t6 hofe sinum,
rice td raste. Reced weardode
unrim eorla, swa hie oft Zr dydon;
benc-pelu beredon; hit geondbrzded weard
beddum ond bolstrum. Béor-scealca sum
fis ond fage flet-reste gebéag.
Setton him t6 h&afdon hilde-randas
bord-wudu beorhtan. P2r on bence was
ofer ®pelinge yp-geséne
heapo-stéapa helm, hringed byrne,
prec-wudu prymlic. Weas peaw hyra
pat hie oft w&ron an wig gearwe,
g€ =t ham g€ on herge, g€ gehwaper para
efne swylce mZla, swylce hira man-dryhtne
pearf geszlde; was séo peod tilu.

Sigon pa to sl@pe. Sum sdre angeald
&fen-reste, swa him ful oft gelamp
sipSan gold-sele Grendel warode,
unriht @&fnde, oppxt ende becwom,
swylt zfter synnum. P=t gesyne wearp,
wid-cip werum, patte wrecend pa gyt
lifde after 1apum, lange prage,
efter gid-ceare. Grendles médor,
ides, agl@c-wif yrmpe gemunde,
s& pe water-egesan wunian scolde, .
cealde stréamas, sipdan Calin] weard
td ecg-banan angan bréper,

1229b MS. heol: em. Thorkelin.
1234a MS. grimne: em. Ettmiiller.
1261b MS. camp: em. Grundtvig.
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federen-mzge; he pa fag gewat,
morpre gemearcod, man-dréam fi€on,
1265 wésten warode. Panon woc fela
geosceaft-gasta; was p&ra Grendel sum
heoro-wearh hetelic, sé &t Heorote fand
waccendne wer wiges bidan.
P2r him aglca =tgr&pe weard;
1270 hwapre hé gemunde magenes strenge,
gim-feste gife, 0e him God sealde,
ond him t6 Anwaldan are gelyfde,
frofre ond fultum; Oy hé pone féond ofercwdm,
gehn&gde helle-gast. Pa hé héan gewat,
1275 dréame bedzled dgap-wic séon,
man-cynnes féond. Ond his modor pa gyt
gifre ond galg-mod gegan wolde
sorh-fulne sid, sunu [d]éo[d] wrecan.
Com pa t6 Heorote, d&r Hring-Dene
1280 geond pat szld swafun. Pa &2r sona weard
edhwyrft eorlum sipdan inne fealh
Grendles mddor. Wes se gryre 1&ssa
efne swa micle, swa bid magpa craft,
wig-gryre wifes, be wZpned-men
1285 ponne heoru bunden, hamere gepuren,
sweord swate fah swin ofer helme,
ecgum dyhttig, andweard scired.
Pa wazs on healle heard-ecg togen,
sweord ofer setlum, sid-rand manig
1290 hafen handa fast; helm ne gemunde,
byrnan side, pa hine se broga angeat.
Héo was on ofste, wolde it panon,
féore beorgan, pa héo onfunden waes.
Hrade héo xplinga anne hzfde
1295 faxste befangen, pa héo to fenne gang.
S€ was Hropgire hzlepa lEofost
on gesides had be s2m twéonum,
rice rand-wiga, pone 8e héo on rzste abréat,

1278b MS. beod: em. Holthausen, but the MS. reading “to avenge the
people of her son,” i.e., the race of Cain, makes equally good sense.
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1300

1305

1310

1315

1320

1325

Beowulf

bl2d-fastne beorn. Nes Béowulf 52r,

ac weas Oper in &r geteohhod

fter mapdum-gife mZrum Ggeate.

Hréam weard in Heorote; héo under heolfre genam
ciipe folme; cearu was geniwod,
geworden in wicun. Ne was pat gewrixle til,
p=t hie on ba healfa bicgan scoldon
fréonda feéorum. Ppa was frod cyning,
har hilde-rinc, on hréon maode

sySpan hé aldor-pegn  unlyfigendne,

pone déorestan deadne wisse.

Hrape wes to biure Béowulf fetod
sigor-€adig secg. Samod 2r-dege

€ode eorla sum, &pele cempa,

self mid gesidum, p2r se snotera bad,
hwazpre him Alwalda 2fre wille

fter wéa-spelle  wyrpe gefremman.

Gang &3 zfter flore fyrd-wyrSe man

mid his hand-scale —heal-wudu dynede—
pat h& pone wisan wordum nzgde,

fréan Ingwina; fregn gif him ware,

fter n&od-ladu[m], niht get®se.

Hrodgar mapelode, helm Scyldinga:
“Ne frin pl ®fter szlum; sorh is geniwod
Denigea 1éodum. Deéad is ZEschere,
Yrmenlafes yldra bropor,
min riin-wita ond min r&d-bora,
eaxl-gestealla, Jonne wé on orlege
hafelan weredon, ponne hniton fépan,
eoferas cnysedan. Swy[lc] scolde eorl wesan,
[@beling] &r-god, swylc ZEschere wes!

1302a MS. oin, with the “i" inserted.

1314a MS. alf walda: em. Thorpe.

1318b MS. hnzg, with “de” from Thorkelin A and B: em. Grein.
1320a MS. neod ladu: em. Ettmiiller.

1328b MS. swy..: restored by Thorkelin.

1329a No gap in MS.: supplied by Grein.
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1330 Weard him on Heorote  t3 hand-banan
wazl-g@st wafre; ic ne wat hwz[d)er
atol &se wlanc eft-sidas téah,
fylle gefr2gnod. Heo pa f2hde wrac,
pe pu gystran niht Grendel cwealdest

1335 purh h&stne had heardum clammum,
forpan hé to lange léode mine
wanode ond wyrde. Hé =t wige gecrang
ealdres scyldig, ond nid oper cwom
mihtig man-scada, wolde hyre m#&g wrecan,

1340 gg feor hafad  f2hde gestzled,
pas pe pincean mzg pegne monegum,
s€ pe zfter sinc-gyfan on sefan gréotep,
hreper-bealo hearde;  nii séo hand lige3,
s€ pe éow wél-hwylcra wilna dohte.

1345 “Ic p=t lond-biend, 1€ode mine,
sele-r2dende secgan hyrde,
p=t hie gesawon swylce twegen
micle mearc-stapan moras healdan,
ellor-g&stas. D2ra 60er was,

1350 p=zs pe hie gewislicost gewitan meahton,
idese onlicnas; oder earm-sceapen
on weres wastmum wr&c-lastas traed,
nzfne hé was mara ponne &nig man &Jer;
pone on gear-dagum Grendel nemdo[n]

1355 fold-biiende; no hie feder cunnon,
hwazper him Znig was &r acenned
dyrnra gasta. Hie dygel lond
warigea8, wulf-hleopu, windige nazssas,
frécne fen-gelad, Or fyrgen-str€am

1360 under nzssa genipu  niper gewited,
fiod under foldan. Nis pat feor heonon
mil-gemearces, pat se mere stan[d]ed;

1331b MS. hwaber: em. Grein.

13332 Often em. to “fylle gefegnod™ (rejoiced in her feast). My trans,
follows Wrenn.

1354b MS. nemdod from Thorkelin A and B: em. Kemble.

1362b MS. standed: em. Thorkelin,
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1370

1375

1380

1385

1390

1395

Beowulf

ofer p2m hongial hrinde bearwas,
wudu wyrtum fzst water oferhelmad.
P2r mzg nihta gehw2m  ni¥-wundor sgon,
fyr on fidde. NG pas frod leofal
gumena bearna bzt pone grund wite.
Peah pe had-stapa  hundum geswenced,
heorot hornum trum  holt-wudu s&ce,
feorran geflymed, &r he feorh seled,
aldor on &fre, &r hé in wille,
hafelan [hydan]. Nis pzt héoru stow!
Ponon §&-geblond  Gp astiged
won td wolcoum, ponne wind styrep
1a8 gewidru, odpat lyft drysmap,
roderas réotad. N is se r2d gelang
eft 2t pé anum. Eard git ne const,
frécne stowe, d¢cr pu findan miht
fela-sinnigne secg; s&c gif pi dyrrel
Ic p& pa f&hde féo leanige,
eald-gestréonum, swid ic &r dyde,
wundini golde, gyt bt on weg cymest.”
Beéowulf mapelode, bearn Ecgp&owes:
“Ne sorga, snotor gumal Selre bi§ 2ghw2m
pxt hé his fréond wrece, ponne h& fela murne.
Ore 2ghwylc sceal  ende gebidan
worolde lifes; wyrce sé be mote
domes &r deape; pat bi§ driht-guman
unlifigendum efter sélest.
Arfs, rices weard, uton hrape féran,
Grendles magan gang sc€awigan.
Ic hit p& gehate: nd hé on helm losap,
né& on foldan fzpm, n€ on fyrgen-holt,
né on gyfenes grund, g% b2r hé wille.
Pys dogor pi gepyld hafa

1372a No gap in MS. but insertion mark for verb: supplied by Kemble.

1382a MS. wun / dini from Malone, NC, p. 68. Zupitza and Klaeber
allow a possible wun / dmi. Thorkelin A: rundmi; Thorkelin B: wund-dini.

1388b MS. dribt gumen, with “a” added over the “e.”

1391b MS. gang: final “g” added above the line in a different hand.
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wéana gehwylces, swa ic b€ wéne t5.”
Ahléop 82 se gomela, Gode pancode,

mihtigan Drihtne, pas se man gesprac.
pa was Hrodgare hors gebeted,

1400 wicg wunden-feax. Wisa fengel
geatolic gende; gum-fépa stop
lind-hebbendra. Lastas w&ron
fter wald-swapum wide gesyne,
gang ofer grundas, gegnum for

1405 ofer myrcan mor, mago-pegna bar
pone sélestan sawol-I€asne,
para pe mid Hro8gare ham eahtode.
Ofergode pa xpelinga bearn
stéap stan-hlido, stige nearwe,

1410 enge an-padas, uncid gelad,
neowle nassas, nicor-hiisa fela.
He féara sum beforan gengde
wisra monna, wong scéawian,
oppat heé f&ringa fyrgen-b&amas

1415 ofer harne stan hleonian funde,
wyn-léasne wudu; water under stod
dréorig ond gedréfed. Denum eallum wes,
winum Scyldinga, weorce on mdode
to gepolianne, Jegne monegum,

1420 oncyd eorla gehwzm, sybpan Ascheres
on paim holm-clife hafelan métton.
Flod blode weol —folc to s2gon—
hatan heolfre. Horn stundum song
fuslic flyrd]-1&o8. Fépa eal geszt.

1425  Gesawon 82 after watere wyrm-cynnes fela,
sellice s@-dracan sund cunnian,
swylce on nas-hleoSum nicras licgean,
83 on undern-m#l oft bewitigad
sorh-fulne si§ on segl-rade,

1430 wyrmas ord wil-déor. Hie on weg hruron

1424 MS. f...: restored by Karl Bouterwek, ZDA 11 (1859), 92; “geszt”
corrected in the scribe’s hand from “geseah.”
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1435

1440

1445

1450

1455

1460

1465

Beowulf

bitere ond gebolgne; bearhtm onggaton,
gid-horn galan. Sumne Ggata 1éod

of flin-bogan feores getwzfde,
y&-gewinnes, pat him on aldre stod
here-str2] hearda; hé on holme was

sundes pé s&nra, Je hyne swylt fornam.
Hrzpe weard on jSum mid eofer-spréotum
heoro-hécyhtum hearde genearwod,

nida genZged ond on nzs togen

wundorlic w&g-bora; weras scEawedon
gryrelicne gist. Gyrede hine BEowulf
eorl-gewzdum, nalles for ealdre mearn;
scolde here-byrne hondum gebroden,

sid ond searo-fah, sund cunnian,

s€éo Je ban-cofan beorgan ciipe,

pxt him hilde-grap hrepre ne mihte,
eorres inwit-feng aldre gescepdan;

ac se hwita helm hafelan werede,

sé pe mere-grundas mengan scolde,

sécan sund-gebland since geweordad,
befongen fréa-wrasnum, swa hine fyrn-dagum
worhte wZpna smid, wundrum téode,
besette swin-licum, pat hine sySpan nd
brond né beado-mécas bitan ne meahton.
Nas pzt ponne m&tost magen-fultuma,
pxt him on Jearfe 13h Oyle Hrodgares;
wes p&m haft-méce Hrunting nama;

pxt wes an foran eald-gestréona;

ecg was iren, dter-tanum fah,

ahyrded heapo-swite; nafre hit ®t hilde ne swic
manna &ngum, para pe hit mid mundum bewand,
s€ Oe gryre-sidas gegdn dorste,

folc-stede fara; nas pt forma sid

pt hit ellen-weorc fnan scolde.

Hiiru ne gemunde mago Ecglafes,

eafopes craftig, pxt h&é 2r gesprzc

wine druncen, pa hé pas wpnes onlah
s€lran sweord-frecan; selfa ne dorste
under §8a gewin aldre genépan,
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driht-scype drgogan, p&r hé dome forléas,
ellen-mergum. Ne was p2m 63rum swa
sydpan hé hine to gide gegyred hzfde.
Béowulf mapelode, bearn Ecgpéowes:
“Gepenc nii, se m&ra maga Healfdenes,
snottra fengel, nil ic eom sies fis,
gold-wine gumena, hwat wit ged sprzcon,
gif ic @t pearfe pinre scolde
aldre linnan, pxt pu mE& a ware
ford-gewitenum on fzder stzle.
Wes pti mund-bora minum mago-pegnum,
hond-gesellum, gif mec hild nime;
swylce pii 32 madmas, pe pi mé sealdest,
Hrodgar I€ofa, Higelace onsend.

Beowulf

Mzg ponne on p&m golde ongitan Geata dryhten,
geséon sunu HrzSles, ponne hé on pat sinc starad,

pxt ic gum-cystum godne funde

b&aga bryttan, bréac ponne mdoste.

Ond pii Unferd 12t ealde lafe,

wrtlic wag-sweord, wid-cidne man

heard-ecg habban; ic mé& mid Hruntinge

dom gewyrce, op8e mec déad nimed.”
Efter p&m wordum Weder-Geata leod

efste mid elne, nalas andsware
bidan wolde; brim-wylm onféng
hilde-rinc. Pa wes hwil dzges,

@r hé pone grund-wong ongytan mehte.
Sona pat onfunde, sé Je floda begong
heoro-gifre behéold hund misséra,

grim ond gradig, pxt p&r gumena sum

@l-wihta eard ufan cunnode.
Grap pa togganes; giid-rinc geféng
atolan clommum; nd py &r in gescdd

halan lice; hring Gitan ymb-bearh,
pxt héo pone fyrd-hom Ourhfon ne mihte,
locene leo8o-syrcan lapan fingrum.

1488a MS. hunferd.
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1515

1520

1525

1530

1535
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Ber pa séo brim-wyl[f], ba héo td botme com,
hringa pengel to hofe sinum,

swa hé ne mihte, —nb hé pz[s] modig wes—
wapna gewealdan, ac hine wundra pas fela
swe[n]cte on sunde, s&-déor monig
hilde-tixum here-syrcan brzc,

€hton aglzcan. Pa se eorl ongeat

pet hé [in] nid-sele nat-hwylcum wes,

p&r him n&nig water wihte ne scepede,

n€ him for hrof-sele hrinan ne mehte
fer-gripe flodes; fyr-leoht geseah,

blacne léoman beorhte scinan.

Ongeat pa se goda grund-wyrgenne,
mere-wif mihtig; megen-r@s forgeaf
hilde-bille, ho[n]d sweng ne oftéah
pat hire on hafelan hring-m&1 agol
gradig gid-1€od. Da se gist onfand
pat se beado-leoma bitan nolde
aldre scepdan, ac séo ecg geswac
Jdéodne =t pearfe; Oolode 2r fela
hond-gemota, helm oft gescer,
fages fyrd-hreegl; 02 was forma sid
déorum madme, beet his dom alzg.

Eft waes an-rzd nalas elnes lzt
m&rJa gemyndig m&g Hylaces.

Wearp 32 wunde[n]-mZl wrzttum gebunden
yrre Oretta, pat hit on eordan leg,

stid ond styl-ecg; strenge getruwode,
mund-gripe magenes. Swa sceal man don,
ponne hé =t gide gegin penced

longsumne lof, nd ymb his Iif cearad.

Geféng pa be eaxle —nalas for f£#h8e¢ mearn—

1506a MS. brim wyl: em. Kemble.

15080 MS. pzm: em. Grundtvig.

1510a MS. swecte: em. Kemble.

1513a No gap in MS.: “in” supplied by Thorpe.

1520b MS. hord swenge: em. Grundtvig and Trautmann.

1531a MS. wundel mal, with second “I” corrected from “g”: em. Kemble.
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Giid-Geata leod Grendles modor;
bregd pa beadwe heard, pa hé gebolgen was,

1540 feorh-genidlan, bzt héo on flet gebéah.
Heéo him eft hrape hand-1€éan forgeald
grimman grapum, ond him tog€anes féng;
oferwearp pa werig-mod wigena strengest,
fépe-cempa, pat hé on fylle weard.

1545 Ofsazt pa pone sele-gyst ond hyre seax getéah,
brad, brin-ecg; wolde hire bearn wrecan,
angan eaferan. Him on eaxle lzg
bréost-net broden; pxt gebearh féore,
wid ord ond wid ecge ingang forstod.

1550 Hzfde 3a forsifod sunu Ecgpéowes
under gynne grund, Geata cempa,
nemne him heado-byrne helpe gefremede,
here-net hearde, ond halig God
geweold wig-sigor; witig Drihten,

1555 rodera R&dend, hit on ryht gescéd
yOelice, sypSan hé eft astod.

XXIII  Geseah 33a on searwum sige-€adig bil,
eald sweord eotenisc ecgum pyhtig,

wigena weord-mynd; paxt [wes] wapna cyst,
1560 biton hit was mare donne &nig mon oJer
to beadu-lace @tberan meahte,

g6d ond geatolic, giganta geweorc.

He geféng pa fetel-hilt, freca Scyldinga,

hréoh ond heoro-grim, hring-m&! gebragd
1565 aldres orwéna, yrringa sloh

pat hire wid halse heard grapode

ban-hringas brac; bil eal Surhwod

f2gne flesc-homan; héo on flet gecrong,

sweord was swatig, secg weorce gefeh.
1570  Lixte se 1€éoma, 1eéoht inne stod,

efne swa of hefene hadre scined

1541b Usually em. to “andléan” (requital, payment) following Rieger,
but see line 2094 and Commentary, p. 336.

1545b MS. seaxe: em. Ettmiiller.

1559b No gap in MS.: added by Kemble.
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rodores candel. Hé after recede wlat;

hwearf pa be wealle, w&pen hafenade

heard be hilium Higelaces Jegn,

yrre ond an-rzd. Neas séo ecg fracod

hilde-rince, ac hé hrape wolde

Grendle forgyldan gud-r2sa fela

Oara pe hé geworhte to West-Denum

oftor micle Jonne on Znne sid

ponne hé Hrodgares heord-gengatas

sloh on sweofote, slzpende fret

folces Denigea fyf-tyne men,

ond 63er swylc it offerede,

1adlicu lac. Hé him pas 1€an forgeald,

répe cempa, to d&s pe hé on raste geseah

gud-werigne Grendel licgan,

aldor-léasne, swa him &r gescod

hild =t Heorote. Hra wide sprong,

sypSan hé =fter déade drepe prowade,

heoro-sweng heardne, ond hine pa héafde becearf.
Sona pzt gesaiwon snottre ceorlas,

pa 8e mid Hrodgare on holm wliton,

pet waes yd-geblond eal gemenged,

brim bléde fah. Blonden-feaxe

gomele ymb godne ongeador spr&con,

pxt hig pas &8elinges eft ne wéndon,

pat hé sige-hrédig sécean come

m&rne p&oden; pa 8xs monige geweard

pat hine séo brim-wylf abroten hafde.

Pa com nén dzges. Neas ofgeafon

hwate Scyldingas; gewdt him ham ponon

gold-wine gumena. Gistas sg[t]an

modes s€oce, ond on mere staredon;

wiston ond ne wéndon p=t hie heora wine-drihten

selfne gesawon. Pa p=t sweord ongan
#fter heapo-swate hilde-gicelum,
wig-bil wanian. P=t wes wundra sum,

1599b MS. abreoten: em. Kemble.
1602a MS. secan: em. Grein.
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p=t hit eal gemealt ise gelicost,
donne forstes bend Faeder onl&ted,

1610 onwinded wal-rapas, s& geweald hafad
szla ond mzla; pet is s68 Metod.

Ne ndm hé in p&Zm wicum Weder-Geata 1€od,
madm-Zhta ma, peh hé p2r monige geseah,
biiton pone hafelan ond ba hilt somod,

1615 since fage; sweord &r gemealt,
forbarn brdoden-mzl; was pzt blod 16 pes hat,
@ttren ellor-g&st, s€ b&r inne swealt.

S6na was on sunde, sé pe @r ®t szcce gebad
wig-hryre wradra, water up purhdgaf;

1620 wzron §3-gebland eal geflsod,
€acne eardas, pa se ellor-gast
ofiét lif-dagas ond pas 1Znan gesceaft.

Com pa t6 lande lid-manna helm
swid-mod swymman, sz-lace gefeah,

1625 magen-byrpenne para pe hé him mid hzfde,
Eodon him pa togeanes, Gode pancodon,
orydlic pegna héap, péodnes gefégon
pas pe hi hyne gesundne ges€on moston.
Pa was of p2m hroran helm ond byrne

1630 lungre alysed. Lagu driisade,
water under wolcnum, wel-dréore fag.
Férdon for§ ponon fepe-lastum,
ferhpum fagne, fold-weg m&ton,
ciipe str¥te; cyning-balde men

1635 from p2m holm-clife hafelan bzron
earfodlice heora 2ghwaprum
fela-modigra; feower scoldon
on pZm wzl-stenge weorcum geferian
to pZm gold-sele Grendles héafod,

1640 opdzt semninga t6 sele comon
frome, fyrd-hwate feower-tyne
Geéata gongan; gum-dryhten mid
modig on gemonge meodo-wongas trad.

1617b “ellor” corrected from “ellen” by the same hand; MS. inne from
Thorkelin B only.
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Pa com in gan ealdor Jegna,
dzd-céne mon dome gewurpad,

hele hilde-déor, Hrodgar grétan,

pa was be feaxe on flet boren
Grendles héafod, p&r guman druncon,
egeslic for eorlum ond pzre idese mid,
wlite-s€on wrétlice weras on sawon.

Béowulf mapelode, bearn Ecgpéowes:
“Hwat, wé b€ pas s&-lac, sunu Healfdenes,
Ieod Scyldinga, lustum bréhton,
tires to técne, pe pt her to locast.

Ic p=t unsdfte ealdre gedigde,

wigge under watere, weorc genépde

earfodlice; trihte was

gud getwafed, nymJe mec God scylde.

Ne meahte ic =t hilde mid Hruntinge

wiht gewyrcan, péah pxt wpen diige;

ac mé geide ylda Waldend

pat ic on wage geseah wlitig hangian
eald-sweord €acen —oftost wisode

winigea l€asum— p=t ic 8y wapne gebrzd.
Ofsloh 83 =t pzre sicce, pa mé szl ageald,
hiises hyrdas. Pa p=t hilde-bil

forbarn, brogden-mzl, swa pat blod gesprang,
hatost heapo-swata. Ic p=t hilt panan
féondum =tferede, fyren-d2da wrzc,
déad-cwealm Denigea, swa hit gedéfe was.

Ic hit b€ ponne gehate, pt pii on Heorote most
sorh-1&as swefan mid pinra secga gedryht

ond pegna gehwylc pinra l€oda,

dugude ond iogope, p=t bt him ondrzdan ne pearft,
peoden Scyldinga, on ba healfe,

aldor-bealu eorlum, swa pa &r dydest.”

Pa was gylden hilt gamelum rince,
harum hild-fruman on hand gyfen,
enta Zr-geweorc; hit on #ht gehwearf
fter déofla hryre Denigea fréan,
wundor-smipa geweorc; ond pa pas worold ofgeaf
grom-heort guma, Godes andsaca,
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mordres scyldig, ond his mddor &ac;

on geweald gehwearf worold-cyninga

d2m sélestan be s@m twéonum,

Oara pe on Sceden-igge sceattas dzlde.

Hrodgar mapelode, hylt scEawode,

ealde lafe, on 3Zm was Or writen

fyrn-gewinnes, sySpan flod ofsloh,

gifen géotende, giganta cyn;

frécne geférdon; pxt was fremde p&od

&cean Dryhtne; him pazs ende-léan

purh wateres wylm Waldend sealde.

Swa was on d2m scennum sciran goldes

purh riin-stafas rihte gemearcod,

geseted ond geszd, hwam pazt sweord geworht,

irena cyst, Zrest ware,

wreopen-hilt ond wyrm-fah. Pa se wisa sprac,

sunu Healfdenes— swigedon ealle:

“Pat 1a mag secgan, sé pe s60 ond riht

fremed on folce, feor eal gemon,

eald edel-weard, pzt Ses eorl ware

geboren betera! Blzd is arred

geond wid-wegas, wine min B&owulf,

din ofer peoda gehwylce. Eal pi hit gepyldum
healdest,

mzgen mid modes snyttrum. Ic pé sceal mine
gel@stan

fréode, swa wit furdum spr&con. Di scealt t6 frofre

weorpan

eal lang-twidig 1éodum pinum

heleSum to helpe. Ne weard Heremdd swa

eaforum Ecgwelan, Ar-Scyldingum;

ne gew€ox hé him to6 willan, ac to wal-fealle

ond to déad-cwalum Deniga 1éodum.

Bréat bolgen-mod beod-gengatas,

eaxl-gesteallan, oppzt hé @na hwearf,

m&re péoden, mon-dréamum from,

1686a MS. sce deninge, with second “n” altered to “g” by same hand.
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O¢ah pe hine mihtig God magenes wynnum,
eafepum stepte, ofer ealle men

ford gefremede. Hwapere him on ferhpe gréow
bréost-hord blod-réow; nallas béagas geaf

1720 Denum &fter dome; dréam-léas gebad,
p=t hé pas gewinnes weorc prowade,
léod-bealo longsum. bu p& 1&r be pon,
gum-cyste ongit! Ic pis gid be pe
awrazc wintrum frod. Wundor is td secganne,

1725 hi mihtig God manna cynne
purh sidne sefan snyttru bryttad,
eard ond eorlscipe; hé ah ealra geweald.
Hwilum hé on lufan 12ted hworfan
monnes mod-geponc m&ran cynnes,

1730 seleS him on é&ple eorpan wynne
to healdanne, hl€o-burh wera,
gedéd him swi gewealdene worolde délas,
side rice, pat heé his selfa ne meg
for his unsnyttrum ende gepencean.

1735 Wunad hé on wiste, no6 hine wiht dweled
adl né yldo, né him inwit-sorh
on sefa[n] sweorced, né€ gesacu chwar
ecg-hete Eowed, ac him eal worold

XXV wended on willan, HEé pat wyrse ne con,

17 40}06‘baet him on innan ofer-hygda dzl
weaxed ond wridad, ponne se weard swefed,

sawele hyrde; bid sé sl&p to fast,

bisgum gebunden, bona swide néah,

s€ be of flan-bogan fyrenum scéoted.

1745 Ponne bid on hrepre under helm drepen
biteran strzle —him bebeorgan ne con—
wom wundor-bebodum wergan gastes;
pinced him t5 lytel p=t hé lange heold,

1737a MS. sefad from Thorkelin A and B: em. Grundtvig.

1741a MS. weaxed from Grundtvig’s examination of the MS. in 1829
(Malone, NC, p. 73).

1748b MS. he to lange: Zupitza and Malone claim erasure of this second
“t6” in the line as a scribal error. Wrenn sees only discoloration and retains
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gytsad grom-hydig, nallas on gylp seled
1750 fzdde béagas, ond he pa ford-gesceaft
forgyted ond forgymed, pas p& him 2r God sealde,
wuldres Waldend, weord-mynda d&1.
Hit on ende-stef eft gelimped
pat se licchoma  l&ne gedréosed,
1755 fage gefealled; fehd oper o,
s& pe unmurnlice madmas dlep
eorles Zr-gestréon, egesan ne gymed.
Bebeorh p& Gone bealo-nid, Béowulf 1&ofa,
secg betsta, ond p& pat s€lre gecEos,
1760 &ce r2das; ofer-hjda ne gym,
m&re cempal Nu is pines megnes bled
ane hwile; eft sona bid
pat pec adl o88e ecg  eafopes getwafed,
odde fyres feng 033e flodes wylm
1765 od8e gripe méces od¥e gares fliht
od8e atol yldo, o88e Eagena bearhtm
forsited ond forsworced; semninga bid,
pat e, dryht-guma, dead oferswyded.
“Swa ic Hring-Dena bund miss&ra
1770 weéold under wolcnum, ond hig wigge belgac
manigum magpa geond pysne middan-geard,
&scum ond ecgum, pat ic mé 2nigne
under swegles begong gesacan ne tealde.
Hwat mé pzs on €ple edwend[eln cwom,
1775 gyrn efter gomene, seoplan Grendel weard,
eald-gewinna ingenga min;
ic p&re sdcne singdles wag
mdd-ceare micle. P=s sig Metode panc,
&cean Dryhtne, ps e ic on aldre gebad,
1780 b=t ic on pone hafelan heoro-dréorigne
ofer eald gewin €agum starige!
Ga nil to setle, symbel-wynne dréoh
wig-geweorpad; unc sceal worn fela

1750a Often em. f2[tde (Thorpe), but the MS. form is an acceptable
variant.
17746 MS. ed wendan: em. Grein.
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mapma gem&nra, sipdan morgen bid.”

Géat was gled-mod, géong sona (o,
setles néosan, swa se snottra heht.

Pa wes eft swa 2r ellen-réfum,
flet-sittendum fegere gereorded
niowan stefne. Niht-helm geswearc
deorc ofer dryht-gumum. Dugud eal aras;
wolde blonden-feax beddes néosan,
gamela Scylding. Geat unigmetes wél,
rofne rand-wigan, restan lyste.

Séna him sele-pegn sides wérgum,
feorran-cundum ford wisade,

s€ for andrysnum ealle beweote[d]e
pegnes pearfe, swylce py dogore
heapo-lidende habban scoldon.

Reste hine pa riim-heort; reced hliuade
géap ond gold-fah; gast inne swaf
oppat hrefn blaca heofones wynne
blid-heort bodode. Pa com beorht scacan
[scima ofer sceadwa;] scapan Onetton,
weron zpelingas eft 5 1éodum
fiise to farenne; wolde feor panon
cuma collen-ferhd céoles n&osan.

Heht pa se hearda Hrunting beran

sunu Ecglafes, heht his sweord niman,
1éoflic iren; segde him pes l€anes panc,
cwzd, hé pone gid-wine gddne tealde,
wig-craftigne, nales wordum 16g

méces ecge; pxt waes modig secg.

Ond pa si3-frome, searwum gearwe
wigend w#ron; €ode weord Denum
@peling t6 yppan, bér se oper was,
h[e]le hilde-déor Hrodgar grétte.

1796b MS. beweotene: em. Grundtvig.

1803a No gap in MS: conjectural restoration by Klaeber, trans.

Lrightness (of dawn) across the shadows.”
1805a MS. farene ne from Thorkelin B: em. Kemble.
1816a MS. helle: em. Kemble.

“the
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Béowulf mapelode, bearn Ecgpéowes:
“Ni wé sz-1idend secgan wyllad,
feorran cumene, pxt wé fundiap
Higelac sécan. Waron hér tela,
willum bewenede; pu Gs wel dohtest.
Gif ic ponne on eorpan owihte mag
pinre mod-lufan maran tilian,
gumena dryhten, donne ic gyt dyde,
gid-geweorca, ic béo gearo sona.
Gif ic pat gefricge ofer floda begang
pat pec ymb-sittend egesan pywad,
swa pec hetende hwilum dydon,
ic 8¢ pusenda pegna bringe,
halepa to helpe. Ic on Higelace wiat,
Ggéata dryhten, péah Je hé geong sy,
folces hyrde, p=t hé mec fremman wile
wordum ond worcum, pat ic p& wél herige
ond b€ td geoce gar-holt bere,
meagenes fultum, p2r 8€ bid manna pearf.
Gif him ponne Hrépric to hofum Géeata
gepinge[d], peodnes bearn, hé m&g par fela
fréonda findan; feor-cypde beod
sélran gesGhte p2Zm pe him selfa deah.”
Hrodgar mapelode him ond andsware:
“Pé pa word-cwydas wigtig Drihten
on sefan sende; ne hyrde ic snotorlicor
on swa geongum feore guman pingian.
Pi eart megenes strang ond on mdode frod,
wis word-cwida. Wen ic talige,
gif p=t geganged, pat 3e gar nymed,
hild heoru-grimme Hréples eaferan,
adl opde iren ealdor Jinne,
folces hyrda, ond pit pin feorh hafast,
pxt be S&-Geatas s€lran nzbben

1833a MS. weordum: em. Thorpe and refined by Dobbie, p. 309.
1836a MS. hreprinc: em. Grundtvig.
1837a MS. gepinged: em. Grein.
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td gecEosenne cyning &nigne,
hord-weard hzlepa, gyf pu healdan wylt
maga rice. Meé pin mod-sefa

licad leng swa wél, leofa Béowulf.

1855 Hafast pu geféred pat pam folcum sceal,
Géata 1éodum ond Gar-Denum,
sib gem&n[e], ond sacu restan,
inwit-nipas, be hie &r drugon,
wesan, penden ic wealde widan rices,

1860 mapmas gemZne, manig Gperne
godum gegréttan ofer ganotes bzd;
sceal hring-naca ofer hea[flu bringan
lac ond luf-tacen. Ic pa leode wit
g€ wid feond gé wid fréond feste geworhte,

1865 @ghwzs untzle ealde wisan.”

Pa git him eorla hléo inne gesealde,
mago Healfdenes mapmas twelfe,
hét [h)ine mid p&m lacum léode swase
sécean on gesyntum, snide eft cuman.

1870 Gecyste pa cyning @pelum god,
péoden Scyldinga Oegn betstan
ond be healse genam; hruron him tgaras,
blonden-feaxum. Him wazs béga wen,
ealdum infrodum, opres swidor,

1875 pet h[ile seod8an [nal geséon moston,
modige on meple. Wes him se man t6 pon 1€of,
pat hé pone bréost-wylm forberan ne mehte
ac him on hrepre hyge-bendum fast

1857a MS. ge mznum: em. Eduard Slevers, PBB 9 (1884), 40.

1862b MS. hea pu: em. Kluge. The MS. reading “ofer heapu” could mean
“after the war”; cf. line 1781.

1868a MS. inne: em. Thorpe.

1875a MS. he seodda.: Kemble (1835) saw the final “n.” Em. and trans.
from Grundtvig, Thorpe, Kluge, and Bugge. Alternatively, W. S. Mackie,
MLR 34 (1939), 524, would keep “hé” and em. to “mostle).” Then trans.
“that he (Hrothgar) would never again see the brave men in the assembly.”
Either emendation, to the singular or the plural, affects interpretation of
Hrothgar’s character. See Commentary, p. 347,

1876b MS. .@s: Thorkelin A pas but Kemble saw wes.
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fter déorum men dyrne langad

beorn wid blade. Him Béowulf panan,

gid-rinc gold-wlanc, gres-moldan tred

since hrémig; s®-genga bad

age[n]d-fréan, s& pe on ancre rad.

Pa was on gange gifu HroOgares

oft gezhted;  bat was an cyning,

&ghwas orleahtre, oppt hine yldo benam

magenes wynnum, s& pe oft manegum scdd.
Cwom pa t5 flode fela-modigra,

hzg-stealdra [héap];  hring-net bZron,

locene leo3o-syrcan. Land-weard onfand

eft-sid eorla, swa hé &r dyde;

nd hé mid hearme of hlides nosan

gastas] grétte, ac him togéanes rad,

cwed pat wil-cuman Wedera 1€odum

scapan scir-hame to scipe foron.

Ppa was on sande s&Z-g€ap naca

hladen here-w@dum, hringed-stefna,

méarum ond madmum; mast hlifade

ofer Hrodgares hord-gestréonum.

HE p2m bat-wearde bunden golde

swurd gesealde,  pat hé sySpan was

on meodu-bence mipmie] py weorprla],

yrfe-lafe. Gewit him on naca,

dréfan déop water, Dena land ofgeaf.

Pa wzs be maste mere-hregla sum,

segl sale fast; sund-wudu punede;

nd p2r weg-flotan wind ofer ySum

sides getwifde; s®2-genga for,

fleat famig-heals for§ ofer y3e,

bunden-stefna ofer brim-stréamas,

p=t hie Geata clifu ongitan meahton

1883a MS. aged: em. Kemble,

1889a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Grein.
1893a MS. ges.....: restored by Grundtvig.

1902b MS. mapma py weorpre: em. Thorpe.

1903b MS. pacan: em. Rieger.
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clipe nessas; céol up geprang
lyft-geswenced, on lande stdd.

Hrabe was &t holme hy8-weard geara,
s€ pe &r lange tid léofra manna

fis =t farode feor wlatode;

s&lde to sande sid-fzpme scip
oncer-bendum fest, py l&s hym ypa Srym
wudu wynsuman forwrecan meahte.

Heét pa iip beran zpelinga gestréon,
fretwe ond ft-gold; nas him feor panon
tdo ges€canne sinces bryttan,

Higelac Hrépling, p&r &t ham wunad
selfa mid gesidum s@-wealle néah.

Bold wes betlic, brego-rof cyning,
héa[h on] healle, Hygd swide geong,
wis, wel-pungen, péah 8e wintra Iyt
under burh-locan gebiden hzbbe
Hzrepes dohtor; n@s hio hnah swa p&ah
né to gnéad gifa Geata 1&éodum
mapm-gestréona. Modprydo wag,
fremu folces cweén, firen’ ondrysne.
N&nig p=t dorste déor genépan
swasra gesida, nefne sin-fréa,
pat hire an dzges €agum starede;
ac him wzl-bende weotode tealde,
hand-gewripene; hrape seopdan was
zfter mund-gripe méce gepinged,
pat hit sceaden-ml scyran moste,
cwealm-bealu cydan. Ne bid swylc cwenlic peaw
idese to efnanne, peah Je hio &nlicu sy,
pette freoSu-webbe feéores ons&ce
after lige-torne léofne mannan.

19182 MS. oncear bendum: em. Grundtvig.

1926a MS. hea halle: em. E. A. Kock, Anglia 42 (1918), 116.

1931b MS. mod prydo wag. Word division and translation follow G. V.
Smithers (1966). See Commentary, p. 349.

1939b Beginning with “mdste,” Scribe II takes over, starting a new MS.
line. See Backgrounds, p. 245.
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Hiiru pzt onhohsnod(e] Hem[m]inges m&g;
1945 ealo-drincende o00er s@dan,

p=t hio 1€od-bealewa 1&s gefremede,

inwit-nida, sy08an Zrest weard

gyfen gold-hroden geongum cempan,

#8elum diore, syd0an hio Offan flet
1950 ofer fealone fiod be feder lare

side gesohte; O2r hio syd8an well

in gum-stole, gode, mare,

Iif-gesceafta lifigende bréac

hiold héah-lufan wid hzlepa brego,
1955 ealles mon-cynnes mine gefrge

plone] sélestan bi s#m twEonum,

eormen-cynnes. Fordam Offa was
geofum ond gidum gar-céne man,
wide geweordod; wisdome héold

1960 &del sinne; ponon Eom[é]r wéc
hzledum t5 helpe, Hem[m]inges m&g,
nefa Géarmundes, nida creftig.

XXVIII  Gewat him 83 se hearda mid his hond-scole
sylf zfter sande s&-wong tredan,

1965 wide warodas; woruld-candel scan
sigel siidan fis. Hi sid drugon,
elne gegodon, to 8zs Je eorla higo,
bonan Ongenp&oes burgum in innan,
geongne giid-cyning godne gefriinon

1970 hringas dzlan. Higelace wazs
si0 Béowulfes sniide gecyd¥ed,
p=t 8Zr on wordig wigendra hléo,
lind-gestealla lifigende cwom,
heado-laces hal t6 hofe gongan.

1975 Hrade wes gerymed, swa se rica bebéad,
fede-gestum flet innanweard.

1944 MS. on hohsnod hem ninges: em. Thorpe and Kemble.

1956a MS. pzs: em. Thorpe.

1960b MS. geomor ‘sad’; em. Thorpe. The name of Offa’s son is attested
by Bede as Lat. Eumer, OE. Eomzr.

1961b MS. hem inges: em. Kemble.
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Gesat pa wid sylfne, s€ 03 szcce genas,
m2g wid m&ge, sy3dan man-dryhten
purh hléodor-cwyde holdne gegrétte

1980 meéaglum wordum. Meodu-scencum hwearf
geond pat [heal]-reced HereSes dohtor,
lufode &a 1€ode Ii5-wage bar
hae[lep]lum to handa. Higelac ongan
sinne geseldan in sele pam héan

1985 f=gre fricgean; hyne fyrwet brec,
hwylce Sz-Geata sidas w&ron:

“Ha lomp €ow on lade, leéofa Biownulf,
pa &u f2ringa feorr gehogodest
secce sécean ofer sealt water,

1990 hilde t6 Hiorote? Ac 8u Hrodgare
wi[d]-cidne wéan wihte gebéttest,
m&rum 38odne? Ic 8&s mod-ceare
sorh-wylmum sgady side ne truwode
léofes mannes; ic 8¢ lange bad

1995 pet 3 pone wal-g@st wihte ne grétte,
lete St¥-Dene sylfe geweor8an
gide wid Grendel. Gode ic panc secge,
pas 8e ic 3¢ gesundne geséon moste.”

Biowulf madelode, bearn Ecgdioes:

2000 “p=t is undyrne, dryhten Hige[lac],
[me@ru] geméting monegum fira,
hwylc [orleg]-hwil uncer Grendles
weard on Jam wange, pZr hé worna fela

1981a MS. p=t reged, with “side” added above line by same hand in
different ink: em. Kemble. The MS. reading can be made to alliterate if
“hwearf” is moved down from the previous line. Then 1981 becomes: hwearf
geond pxt reced Heredes dohtor (thus von Schaubert’s edition).

1983a MS. hz[3] ni, with “5” erased but correction not completed. Em.
Trautmann. The uncorrected MS. form could be dat. pl. for the ‘*H#d3nas.”
a Norse tribe mentioned in Widsid 81. See Wrenn-Bolton, p. 296.

1991a MS. wid cudne: em. Thorkelin.

2000b MS. hige...: em. Thorkelin when he revised Transcript B (Malone,
NC, p. 77).

20012 Lost words at edge restored by Thorpe and by Samuel Moore,
JEGP 18 (1919), 210.
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Sige-Scyldingum sorge gefremede,

2005 yrmde to aldre; ic Ot eall gewrzc,
swa begylpan [ne] pearf Grendeles maga
[@nig] ofer eordan tht-hlem pone,
sé Je lengest leofad ladan cynnes
[f&cne] bifongen. Ic &2r furdum cwom

2010 t5 8am hring-sele Hrodgar grétan;
sona mé se m&ra mago Healfdenes
sy08an hé mod-sefan minne ciie,
wid his sylfes sunu setl getZhte.
Weorod was on wynne, ne seah ic widan feorh

2015 under heofones hwealf heal-sittendra
medu-dréam maran. Hwilum m&ru cweén,
fridu-sibb folca, flet eall geond-hwearf,
bzdde byre geonge; oft hio béah-wridan
secge [sealde], &r hie to setle g€ong.

2020 Hwilum for [dlugude dohtor Hro8gares
eorlum on ende ealu-w&ge ber,
pa ic Freaware flet-sittende
nemnan hyjrde, p&r hio [ne]gled-sinc
hzleSum sealde. Sio gehaten [wes)

2025 geong, gold-hroden, gladum suna Frodan;
[h]afa8 pas geworden wine Scyldinga,
rices hyrde, ond pat r2d talad
pxt hé mid 3y wife wal-fzhda dzl,
s&cca gesette. Oft seldan hwr

2030 =zfter leéod-hryre Iytle hwile
bon-gar biiged, peah séo bryd duge!

2006a Addition by Grein.

2007a MS. en.. in Thorkelin B only: restored by Kemble.

20092 MS. .... First restored by Bugge as “facne” (in crime), of which
“fzcne” is a variant spelling. Malone, NC, p. 77, explains the Thorkelin A
and B readings fe and fer as interpretations of a damaged “&c” ligature.

2019a Lost word at edge supplied by Thorpe.

2020a MS. .ugude from Thorkelin B: restored by Grundtvig.

2023b MS. ..gled sinc: restored by Grein.

2024b MS. ..se in Thorkelin B only. Malone, NC, p. 78, suspects
reversal by B and would read .es which produces “wes” as a side-form of
“was.” Recent editions supply “is” (Kluge).

2026a MS. .afad: restored by Kemble.
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Meg pas ponne ofpyncan  8&od[ne] HeaSobeardna
ond pegna gehwam para léoda,
ponne hé mid f&mnan on flett g29,

2035 dryht-bearn Dena, duguda biwenede;
on him gladia¥ gomelra lafe,
heard ond hring-m&l Heaabear[d]na gestréon,
penden hie dam wZpnum wealdan méston,

[XXIX] o3t hie forl2ddan t6 dam lind-plegan

2040 swase gesidas ond hyra sylfra feorh.

Ponne cwi8 @t béore  sé 8e béah gesyhd,
eald &sc-wiga, s€ Oe eall ge[man]
gar-cwealm gumena —him bi§ grim [selfa—
onginned gedmor-mod geong{um] cempan

2045 purh hredra gehygd higes cunnian,
wig-bealu weccean, ond pat word acwyd:
‘Meaht &, min wine, méce gecnawan,
pone pin fzder to gefeohte bar
under here-griman hindeman side,

2050 dyre iren, p&r hyne Dene slogon,
wéoldon wzl-stowe, sy0dan Wibergyld leg,
zfter hzlepa hryre, hwate Scyldungas?

N hér para banena byre nat-hwylces
fretwum hrémig on flet g2d,

2055 mordres gylpe[d] ond pone maSpum byres,
pone be i mid rihte rzdan sceoldest.’
Manad swa ond myndgad m&la gehwylce
sirum wordum o0zt s21 cymed,
p=t se f2mnan pegn fore feder d2dum

2060 =fter billes bite blod-fag swefed,

2032b MS. deoden: em. Kemble.

2037b MS. heada bearna: em. Thorpe.

2039 In MS. large capital “O” in “odd@f” indicates begimning of fitt, but
there is no roman numeral. The numbering then skips XXX and continues
with XXXI at 2144,

2042b Thorkelin B: ge.m, which Thorkelin later completed as “genam”
(took, endured). Em. Thorpe.

2043b MS. grim....fa: completed by Conybeare and Kemble.

2044b MS. geong..: restored by Kemble.

2055a MS. gylped from Thorkelin B: em. Kemble.
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ealdres scyldig; him se 6der ponan
losad [lilfigende, con him land geare.
Ponne biod [ab]rocene on ba healfe
ad-sweord eorla; [syp1Jan Ingelde

2065 weallad wal-nidas ond him wif-lufan
@fter cear-walmum colran weordad.
Py ic Headobear[d]na hyldo ne telge,
dryht-sibbe dzl Denum unf&cne,
fréondscipe fastne. Ic sceal ford sprecan,

2070 gén ymbe Grendel, pat 8t geare cunne,

sinces brytta, t6 hwan sy3dan weard

hond-r&s hzleda. Syd0an heofones gim

glad ofer grundas, g®st yrre cwom
eatol, @fen-grom, Gser néosan,

2075 &2r wé gesunde szl weardodon.

p&r was Hondscio hild ons#ge,
feorh-bealu f2gum; he fyrmest lzg,
gyrded cempa; him Grendel weard,
m&rum magu-pegne, to mud-bonan,

2080 léofes mannes lic eall forswealg.

NG 8y &r Gt 83 gén  idel-hende
bona blodig-t68 bealewa gemyndig
of 8am gold-sele gongan wolde,
ac hé magnes rof min costode,

2085 grapode gearo-folm. Glof hangode

sid ond syllic, searo-bendum fest;
sio was ordoncum eall gegyrwed,
déofles creftum ond dracan fellum,
HE mec p&r on innan unsynnigne,

2090 dior déd-fruma, gedon wolde

2062a
2063a
2064b
2067a
2076b
2079a
2085a

manigra sumne; hyt ne mihte swa,

MS. ..figende from Thorkelin A: em. Heyne.
MS. ..rocene: em. Kemble.

MS. ...dan: em. Kemble.

MS. heado bearna: em. Thorpe.

Beowulf

MS. hilde: em. Adolf Holtzmann, Germania 8 (1863), 496.

MS. mari magu begne: em. Kembie,
MS. geareo: em. Thorkelin.
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syd¥an ic on yrre upp-riht astod.
To lang ys to reccenne, hi ic dam 18od-sceadan
yfla gehwylces hond-léan forgeald
2095 pr ic, péoden min, pine 1€ode
weordode weorcum. HE on weg losade,
Iytle hwile Iif-wynna bréac;
hwapre him sio swidre swade weardade
hand on Hiorte, ond hé héan Sonan
2100 modes gedmor mere-grund geféoll.
ME pone wzl-rzs wine Scyldunga
fattan golde fela I1€anode,
manegum madmum, syddan mergen com
ond wé to symble geseten hzfdon.
2105 par was gidd ond gléo; gomela Scilding,
fela fricgende, feorran rehte;
hwilum hilde-déor hearpan wynne,
gome[n]-wudu grétte, hwilum gyd awrzc
s08 ond sarlic, hwilum syllic spell
2110 rehte fter rihte rim-heort cyning;
hwilum eft ongan eldo gebunden
gomel gid-wiga giogude cwidan,
hilde-strengo; hreder inne wéoll,
ponne hé wintrum frod worn gemunde.
2115 Swa wé par inne andlangne deg

niode naman, 0332t niht becwom
60er t6 yldum. Pa was eft hrade
gearo gyrn-wrece Grendeles méodor,
sidode sorh-full; sunu déad fornam,

2092b MS. upp rihte in Thorkelin A (thus an adverb), but the “e” is gone
in the later Transcript B, followed in most editions as a silent emendation.
The “e” is an authentic reading according to Malone, NC, p. 80, but the
meter is improved without it.

2093b MS. huieda in Thorkelin A with “e” misread for “c,” and “d” for
*8."" First deduced by Grundtvig.

2094b Usually em. “ondléan” (payment, requital) but see line 1541 and
Commentary, p. 336.

2097b MS. brec in Thorkelin A, where Scribe II's “ea™ is transcribed as
“z" five other times. Restored by Kemble.

2108a MS. go mel from Thorkelin A and B: em. Grundtvig.



174 Beowulf

2120 wig-hete Wedra. Wif unhjre
hyre bearn gewrac, beorn acwealde
ellenlice; p&r waes AEschere,
frodan fyrn-witan, feorh Gdgenge.
NoGer hy hine ne moston, syddan mergen cwom
2125 dead-weérigne, Denia léode
bronde forbzrnan, né on bzl hladan
1éofne mannan; hio pat lic ztbar
feondes f@d[mum] [un]der firgen-stréam.
p=t was Hrodgarle] hréowa tornost,
2130 para pe léod-fruman lange beggate.
Pa se 8€oden mec Oine life
healsode hréoh-mé6d bet ic on holma gepring
eorlscipe efnde ealdre genédde,
mZrdo fremede; hé m& meéde gehét.
2135 Ic da dzs wzlmes, pé is wide cid
grim[nle gryrelicne grund-hyrde fond.
P&r unc hwile was hand gemzne;
holm heolfre wéoll, ond ic héafde becearf
in 8am [gid]-sele Grendeles médor
2140 &acnum ecgum; unsofte ponan
feorh odferede. Nas ic fage pa gjt,
ac mé eorla hleo eft gesealde
madma menigeo, maga Healfdenes.
XXXI  “Swa se d€od-kyning peawum lyfde;
2145 nealles ic 3am léanum forloren hafde,
magnes méde, ac h& mé [madmals geaf,
sunu Healfdenes, on [min]ne sylfes dom,;
83 ic 8, beorn-cyning, bringan wylle,
estum geywan. Gen is eall &t &€
2150 lissa gelong; ic 1yt hafo
heafod-maga, nefne, Hygelac, &ec.”

2128 MS. f@0rungu. according to Malone, NC, p. 81: em. Grein and
Kemble.

21292 Lost letter restored by Grundtvig.

2136a MS. grimme: em. Thorpe.

2139a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Thorpe.

214647 Words lost at edge restored by Kemble.
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2155

2160

2165

2170

2175

2180

2185
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Het 33 in beran eafor-héafod-segn,
heado-stéapne helm, hare byman,
gid-sweord geatolic, gyd after wrec:
“Me 8is hilde-sceorp Hrodgar sealde,
snotra fengel; sume worde hét,
pat ic his Zrest 5& &st geszgde;
cwzd pat hyt hafde Hiorogar cyning,
leod Scyldunga, lange hwile.
NG 3y er suna sinum syllan wolde,
hwatum Heorowearde, p&ah hé him hold wzre,
bréost-gewzdu. Briic ealles well!”
Hyrde ic bzt pam fretwum feéower mearas,
lungre, gelice last weardode,
zppel-fealuwe; hé him &st getéah
méara ond madma. Swa sceal m#g don,
nealles inwit-net o0rum bregdon
dyrnum crzfte, deéad rénlian]
hond-gesteallan. Hygelace was,
nida heardum, nefa swyde hold
ond gehwader odrum hropra gemyndig.
Hyrde ic pet hé Jone heals-b&éah Hygde gesealde,
wrétlicne wundur-maddum, Jone pe him Wealhdeo
geaf,
O&od[nes] dohtor, prio wicg somod
swancor ond sadol-beorht; hyre sy8dan was
efter béah-Sege br[€]ost geweordod.
Swa bealdode bearn Ecgdéowes,
guma gidum cid, godum dzdum,
dréah after dome, nealles druncne slog
heord-genéatas; nes him hr&oh sefa,
ac hé man-cynnes m&ste crefte,
gin-faestan gife, pe him God sealde,
héold hilde-déor. Heéan wes lange
swa hyne Geata bearn godne ne tealdon,
n€ hyne on medo-bence micles wyrdne

2168b MS. ren...: em. Kemble.
2174a MS. deod..: restored by Kemble,
2176b MS, brost: em. Thorpe.
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2190

2195

2200

2205

2210
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drihten Weld]e[r]a gedon wolde;
swyde [wén]don pat hé sleac ware,
&Jeling unfrom. Edwenden cwom
tir-eadigum menn torna gehwylces.

Heét 33 eorla higo in gefetian,
heado-rof cyning, Hreédles lafe,
golde gegyrede; nas mid Geéatum 83
sinc-madpum sélra on sweordes had;
p=t hé on Biowulfes bearm ilegde,
ond him gesealde seofan piisendo,
bold ond brego-stol. Him was bam samod
on §am leod-scipe lond gecynde,
eard, &&el-riht, odrum swidor,
side rice, pam Odzr seélra was.

Eft pet geiode ufaran dogrum
hilde-Alzmmum, syddan Hygelac leg,
ond Hear[dr]éde hilde-méceas
under bord-AréoSan to bonan wurdon,
83 hyne gesohtan on sige-p&ode
hearde hild-frecan, Heado-Scylfingas,
nida genzgdan nefan Hererices:
syd0an Beowulfe brade rice
on hand gehwearf. He geheold tela
fiftig wintra —wes da frod cyning,
eald epel-[w]eard— 083t an ongan
deorcum nihtum draca rics[ilan,

s& 8e on héaum hofe hord beweotode,
stan-beorh stéa[p]ne; stig under leg
eldum unciid; p&r on innan giong

2186a MS. ..hten wereda, with drihten from Thorkelin B: em. Cosijn.

2187a MS. ...don: restored by Grein.

2202a MS. hearede: em. Grundtvig.

2205a MS. hilde frecan: em. Grundtvig (for meter).

2207a “Béowulfe” begins folio 1827 which is badly faded and often
illegible. Experts disagree on which portions of this page have been freshened
up by a later scribe.

2210a MS. ebel peard: read thus by Malone, NC, p. 84,

2211b MS. rics an from Thorkelin A: em. Kemble.

2213a MS. stearne: em. Malone, NC, p. 84.
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2215 nida nat-hwyle, sé [be] neh geféng
ha8num horde, hond ..........
since fahne. Heé paet sybSan [wrec],
béah de hé sl@pende  besyre[de wurlde
peofes crafte; pet sie diod on[fan)d,
2220 ba-folc beorna, p=t h& gebolgen was.
XXXII  Nealles mid gewe[a]ldum wyrm-hord &[b]ree[c],
sylfes willum, s& Oe him sdre gescedd,
ac for pr&a-n&dlan bléow] nat-hwylces
hzleba bearna hete-swengeas fléoh,
2225 ernle]s pearfa, ond 52r inne feal[h],
secg syn-bysig;  sdna [in]w{l]at[o]de,
pat [gehdo] &am gyste [gryrle-br{o]gla] stod;
hwadre [earm]-sceapen ............

2215b MS. se..neh gefeng from readings by Sedgefield and Malone under
ultraviolet light. Conjectural restoration by Sedgefield.

2217b Four or five illegible letters follow “sybdan.” Conjectural restora-
tion by Sedgefield. Klaeber’s alternative is to place the “ne” in the b-line and
supply “bem&&™ (concealed) instead of “wrec.”

2218 MS. b..hS. h., confirmed by Thorkelin B. In the second half-line,
only de was legible to Zupitza. Restoration by Kluge.

2219b MS. on..d: restored by Grein.

2221 MS. ge weoldd: em. Zupitza, disputed by Malone, NC, p. 85. MS.
wyrm horda creft: em. Kaluza.

2223b MS. )...: restored as p[Zow] ‘slave’ by Grundtvig (accepted by
Malone) and as p[egn] ‘retainer’ by Kemble (accepted by Zupitza). The
social status of the thief may affect interpretation.

2225 MS. erns: thus read and restored by Zupitza. MS. feal with “f*
altered from “w” (Malone, NC, p. 85), emended by Grein from Thorkelin
A and B weall.

2226b MS. mwatide is meaningless. Em. by Thorpe, followed by Cham-
bers and von Schaubert. A more conservative alternative offered by Ettmiiller
and Heyne is “in [p)d tide” (in that time). Upon the assumption that the
reading was inaccurately freshened up, Dobbie conjectured an original
“onfunde” (he discovered); see MLN 67 (1952), 242-45. The context is
insufficient for confident emendation.

2227 Conjectural restoration by Malone, NC, p. 85, for the first illegible
space, about five letters long; “gryre” conmjectured by Grein from MS. ..o
br.g.

2228a Conjectural restoration of.a four-letter space by Kemble.
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ceveennee eeene ... sceapen
2230 ...... pa hyne se f&(r] begeat
sinc-fet [sohte]. Par was swylcra fela
in 8am eord-[hi)se &r-gestréona,
swa hy on gear-dagum gumena nat-hwylc,
eormen-lafe @pelan cynnes,
2235 panc-hycgende p&r gehydde,
déore madmas. Ealle hie déad fornam
2rran m&lum, ond s[e] an &2 gén
leoda dugude, s& 82r lengest hwearf,

weard wine-geomor, [w]énde bzs vican
2240 )pet he lytel fac long-gestréona
briican moste. Beorh eall-gearo

wunode on wonge weter-youm péah,
niwe be nasse nearo-creftum fest.
Pzr on innon bar eorl-gestréona
2245 hringa hyrde hord-wyr8ne del,
fattan goldes, féa worda cwaf:
“Heald pi nd, hrise, ni haled ne m[o]stan,
eorla Zhte! Hwat, hyt &r on 8¢
gode begeaton. Gud-déad fornam,
2250 [fleorh-beal{o] frécne fyra gehwylcne
léoda minra, pé[rla e bpis [lif] ofgeaf,
gesawon sele-dréam(as]. Nah hwa sweord wege

2230b MS. fes, with very small superscript “fzr” or “er” added in much
later hand (Malone, NC, p. 85).

2231a An illegible five-letter space, restored by Grein and newly sup-
ported by Robert P. Creed, PQ 35 (1956), 206-8. Cf. line 2300.

2232a MS. eord/ .. se: restored by Zupitza.

2237b MS. si: em. Kemble.

2239b MS. rende (so Sedgefield and Malone); Zupitza saw “rihde”
freshened up over an original “wende.” The original “c” of “ylcan™ was
later altered to “d.”

2245b MS. bord, with “o” later altered to “a.”

2247b MS. mestan, with an original “o” under the “&” (Zupitza).

2250 MS. reorh bealc: em. Zupitza and Malone. MS. fyrena: em. Thorpe.

2251b MS. pana / %e pis ofgeaf: em. Kemble.

2252a Two illegible letters at end of fol. 182" restored by Bugge. An
alternative restoration by Holthausen is to leave “sele-dréam” singular and
to add “Ic” to the start of the b-line.
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2255

2260

2265

2270

2275

2280
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0d8¢ fe[ormie) fated wage,
drync-faet déore; dug(ud] ellor s[c]ac.
Sceal se hearda helm [hyr]sted golde
fatum befeallen; feormynd swefad,
pa Oe beado-griman bywan sceoldon;
g€ swylce s€o here-pad, sio @t hilde gebad
ofer borda gebrac bite irena,
brosnad fter beorne; ne mag byrnan hring
fter wig-fruman wide féran
haeleSum be healfe. Nes hearpan wyn,
gomen gléo-b&éames, n€ god hafoc
geond szl swinged, né se swifta mearh
burh-stede béated. Bealo-cwealm hafa$
fela feorh-cynna ford onsended!”

Swa giomor-mod gioh8o m&nde,
an zfter eallum; unblide hwe[arf]
dzges ond nihtes, o080zt deales wylm
hran ®t heortan. Hord-wynne fond
eald Ghs-sceada opene standan,
s€ 3e bymende biorgas séced,
nacod nid-draca, nihtes fleoged
fyre befangen; hyne fold-biend
[swide ondr&)da[d]). HEé gesécean sceall
[holr[d on h]risan, p2&r hé h&¥en gold
warad wintrum frod; ne byd him wihte 3y sél.

Swa se 8€od-sceada préo hund wintra
héold on hriisa[n] hord-zrna sum
€acen-creftig, o802t hyne an abealch
mon on mode; man-dryhtne bzr
fated wage, friodo-ware bad
hlaford sinne. Da wes hord rasod,
onboren béaga hord, béne getidad

2253a MS. fe.....: restored by Grein.

2254b MS. dug..: restored by Kemble. MS. seoc: em. Grein.

2255b MS. ..sted: restored by Grundtvig.

2268b MS. bwe.r.: em. Grein.

2275a Only “da” legible in MS. Restoration by Zupitza.

2276a MS. ..r. / .. .rusan: restorations by Zupitza, Grein, Grundtvig.
2279a MS. hrusam: em. Thorkelin.
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2285

2290

2295

2300

2305

2310

XXXIII
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feéasceaftum men. Fréa scéawode

fira fyrn-geweorc forman side.

Pa se wyrm onwdc, wroht wes geniwad;
stonc 3a zfter stane,  stearc-heort onfand
féondes fot-last; hé to ford gestop
dyrmnan crafte, dracan héafde néah.

Swa mag unf2ge €ale gedigan

wéan ond wr&c-siJ, sé Je Waldendes
hyldo gehealdep. Hord-weard sdhte
georne &fter grunde, wolde guman findan,
pone pe him on sweofote sare getéode;
hat ond hréoh-mod hlew oft ymbe-hwearf
ealne atanweardne, né 32r 2nig mon

on pare wéstenne, hwa0re [wiges] gefeh,
bea[dwe] weorces; hwilum on beorh &thwearf
sinc-f&et sohte. Heé bt sona onfand

Ozt hafde gumena sum goldes gefandod,
héah-gestréona. Hord-weard onbad
earfodlice, o030zt &fen cwom;
was 83 gebolgen beorges hyrde
wolde [s]e 1ada  lige forgyldan
drinc-fat dyre. Pa was deg sceacen
wyrme on willan; nd on wealle 12[n]g
bidan wolde, ac mid bale for,
fyre gefysed. Weas se fruma egeslic
Jéodum on lande, swa hyt lungre weard
on hyra sinc-gifan sare geendod.

D3 se gast ongan glédum spiwan,

2296b MS. hlaewi: em. Kemble.

2298b MS. hilde: em. Trautmann.

2299a MS. bea. The em. follows Malone, NC, p. 88, who argues that
Scribe II wrote “bead,” skipping one “we” in a copy text that read “beadwe

weorces.”

2305a MS. fela &a: em. Bugge.

2307b MS. lzg: em. Cosijn. The MS. reading can be retained simply by
placing a comma at the end of the line (thus von Schaubert’s edition). Then
the translation would go: “he did not remain inside the wall, he would not

wait.”
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beorht hofu bzrnan; bryne-léoma stod
eldum on andan; nd 3@r aht cwices
2315 1ad lyft-floga lzfan wolde.
Was pes wyrmes wig wide gesyne,
nearo-fages nid néan ond feorran,
ha se gud-sceala Geéata leode
hatode ond hynde; hord eft gescgat,
2320 dryht-sele dymne &r deges hwile.
Heafde land-wara Iige befangen,
bzle ond bronde; beorges getruwode,
wiges ond wealles; him s€o wén geléah.
Pa was Biowulfe  broga gecyded
2325 sniide to sode, pat his sylfes h{a]m,
bolda sélest, bryne-wylmum mealt,
gif-stol Géeata. Pzt 8am godan was
hréow on hredre, hyge-sorge mast;
weénde se wisa pxt hé Wealdende
2330 ofer ealde riht, &cean Dryhtne,
bitre gebulge; bréost innan wéoll
peostrum geponcum, swa him gepywe ne was.
Hzfde lig-draca léoda fasten,
€a-lond iitan, eord-weard Jone
2335 glédum forgrunden; him 8zs gid-kyning,
Wedera pioden, wrzce leornode.
Heht him pa gewyrcean wigendra hléo
eall-irenne, eorla dryhten,
wig-bord wrtlic; wisse hé gearwe
2340 pat him holt-wudu he[lpan] ne meahte,
lind wid lige. Sceolde [li]pend-daga
&peling &r-god ende gebidan,
worulde lifes, ond se wyrm somod,
péah Je hord-welan héolde lange.
2345  Oferhogode 2 hringa fengel,

2325b MS. him: em. Grundtvig.

2340b MS. he....: restored by Thorkelin.

2341b MS. sceolde .. / bend daga (letter-spaces at MS. line-end from
Thorkelin B): restoration by Malone, NC, p. 89. Usually emended as “l2n-
daga” (loaned days) following Grundtvig.
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p=t he pone wid-flogan weorode gesohte,
sidan herge; nd hé him pa szcce ondréd,
né& him pas wyrmes wig for wiht dyde,
eafod ond ellen, fordon hé 2r fela

2350 nearo n&8ende nida gedigde,
hilde-hlemma, syd0an hé Hrodgares,
sigor-€adig secg, sele f2lsode
ond ®t gide forgrap Grendeles m&gum
ladan cynnes. NG pat 1&sest was

2355 hond-gemat[a], p&r mon Hygelac sloh,
syd0an Géata cyning gude r2sum,
fréa-wine folca Frés-londum on,
Hrédles eafora hiora-dryncum swealt,
bille gebéaten. Ponan Biowulf com

2360 sylfes crzfte, sund-nytte dréah;
hzfde him on earme [eorla] pritig[ra]
hilde-geatwa, pa hé t6 holme [st]ag;
nealles Hetware hrémge porf[tlon
fede-wiges, pe him foran ongéan

2365 linde bzron; Iyt eft becwom
fram pam hild-frecan hames niosan.
Oferswam 93 sioleda bigong sunu Ecgdgowes,
earm an-haga eft t6 1€odum;
p&r him Hygd gebéad hord ond rice,

2370 beagas ond brego-stdl; bearne ne truwode,
pet hé wid =l-fylcum €pel-stolas
bealdan ciie, 83 was Hygelac déad.
NG 8y 2r feasceafte findan meahton
@t 3am x0elinge &nige Jinga,

2375 p=t hé Heardréde hlaford were,
0038e pone cynedom ciosan wolde;
bwa3re hé hi[ne] on folce fréond-larum héold,

2347b MS. bi: em. Thorkelin.

2355a MS. hond gemot: em. Kemble.

2361-62 The MS. leaf begins: .. XXX hilde geat wa bahe to holme
..ag: em. and trans. follow Fred C. Robinson, SP 62 (1965), 12.

2363b MS. porf. with “on” from Thorkelin B: restored by Kemble.
2377a MS. hi: em. Thorpe.
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&stum mid ére, od%zt hé yldra weard,
Weder-Géatum wéold. Hyne wr&c-mzcgas

2380 ofer s& sohtan, suna Ohteres;
hzfdon hy forhealden helm Scylfinga,
pone sélestan s&-cyninga,
para 8e in Swio-rice sinc brytnade,
m&rne péoden. Him b=t to mearce weard;

2385 hé per [flor feorme feorh-wunde hléat,
sweordes swengum, sunu Hygelaces,
ond him eft gewat ~ Ongendioes bearn
hames niosan, sy00an Heardréd leg,
1ét done brego-stol Biowulf healdan

2390 Ggatum wealdan; p=t waes god cyning.

XXXIIII  S& dzs leod-hryres léan gemunde
uferan dogrum, Eadgilse weard,
feéasceaftum fréond; folce gestepte
ofer s2 side sunu Ohteres,

2395 wigum ond w2pnum; hé gewrzc syddan
cealdum cear-sidum, cyning ealdre binéat.
Swa hé nida gehwane genesen hzfde,
slidra geslyha, sunu Ecgliowes,
ellen-weorca, 03 Jone dnne dzg,

2400 p& hé wid pam wyrme gewegan sceolde.
Gewat pa twelfa sum, torne gebolgen,
dryhten Géata dracan scEawian.

Hzfde pa gefriinen, hwanan sio f2h$ aras,
bealo-ni§ biorna; him t6 bearme cwom

2405 madpum-fzt m&re  purh S=zs meldan hond.
S& wzs on 0am Oréate  preottéoda secg,
sé Ozs orleges Or onstealde,
hazft hyge-giomor, sceolde h&éan Sonon
wong wisian. Hé ofer willan giong,

2410 t5 d=s e he eord-sele anne wisse,
hl&w under hriisan holm-wylme néh,
§5-gewinne; s€ wes innan full

23832 MS. para 8¢ / 8e: em. Kemble.
23852 MS. orfeorme: em. Hermann Moller, Das altenglischen Volksepos
(Kiel: Lipsius & Tischer, 1883), p. 111.
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wr&tta ond wira. Weard unhiore,
gearo giid-freca gold-madmas héold,
eald under eordan; nes pzt y¥e cEap
t0 gegangenne gumena Znigum.

Geszt 33 on nasse nid-heard cyning
penden h&lo ab&ad heord-genéatum,
gold-wine Ggéata. Him was gedmor sefa
wafre ond wal-fiis, wyrd ungemete néah,

s& Jone gomelan  grétan sceolde,
sécean sawle hord, sundur gedZlan
Iif wid lice;  nd pon lange was
feorh xpelinges fizsce bewunden.

Biowulf mapelade,  bearn Ecgd&owes:
“Fela ic on giogode gid-r2sa genzs,
orleg-hwila; ic pat eall gemon.

Ic was syfan-wintre, pa mec sinca baldor,
fréa-wine folca @t minum fzder genam.
Heéold mec ond hzfde Hrédel cyning,

geaf mé sinc ond symbel, sibbe gemunde;
n&s ic him t5 life  1adra owihte

beorn in burgum ponne his bearna hwylc,
Herebeald ond Hz8cyn, 00%e Hygelac min.
Wes pam yldestan ungedéfelice

m#ges dédum morpor-bed stréd,

syddan hyne Hz8cyn of horn-bogan,

his fréa-wine flane geswencte,

miste mercelses ond his m®g ofscét,

brodor 6derne, blodigan gire.

P=t was feoh-léas gefeoht, fyrenum gesyngad,
hredre hyge-méde; sceolde hwalre swa p&ah
#Jeling unwrecen ealdres linnan,

“Swa bid gedmorlic gomelum ceorle
td gebidanne, pat his byre ride
giong on galgan; ponne hé gyd wrece,
sarigne sang, ponne his sunu hangad
hrefne t6 hrodre ond h& him help[e] ne m=g,
eald ond infrod, &nige gefremman.

2448b MS. helpan: em. Kemble.
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2450 Symble bid gemyndgad morna gehwylce
eaforan ellor-sid, 00res ne gymed
to gebidanne burgum in innan
yrfe-weardas, ponne se an hafad
purh déades nyd d&da gefondad.
2455 Gesyhd sorh-cearig on his suna bire
win-sele wéstne, windge reste
réote berofene; ridend swefad,
hzled in hodman; nis p&r hearpan sweg,
gomen in geardum, swylce 8&r id waron.
“Gewited ponne on sealman, sorh-1€0d gzled,
an &fter anum; pihte him eall to rum,
wongas ond wic-stede. Swa Wedra helm
fter Herebealde heortan sorge
weallende wag; wihte ne meahte
2465 on 8am feorh-bonan fagh%e gebétan;
no 8y &r hé bone heado-rinc hatian ne meahte
1adum d@&dum, péah him léof ne was.
Hé 8a mid b&re sorhge, [sio] be him sar[e] belamp,
gum-dréam ofgeaf, Godes I€oht geceas;
2470 eaferum lzfde, swa déd &adig mon,
lond ond l€od-byrig, pa heé of life gewat.
“Pa wes synn ond sacu Sweona ond Géata
ofer [wid] water wroht gem&ne,
here-nid hearda, syddan Hrédel swealt,
2475 o83e him Ongend&owes eaferan w&ran
frome, tyrd-hwate; fréode ne woldon
ofer heafo healdan, ac ymbd Hréosna-beorh
eatolne inwit-scear oft gefremedon.

XXXV
2460

2464a MS. weal / ..nde with Thorkelin A and B weal linde probably in
error; Conybeare (1826) attested an “e” after the second “L” See Dobbie,
p- 244, for analysis of the misreading.

2468b MS. pe hi sio sar: this looks corrupt since “sar” (grief) is regularly
neuter. Em. by Sedgefield, on the analogy of line 2222b, as the best of many
suggestions, including retaining the MS. form as feminine (Chambers, von
Schaubert).

2473a Lost word at edge of MS. Thorkelin A rid: restoration by
Grundtvig.

2478b MS. oft ge ge fremedon: em. Thorkelin,



198

2480

2485

2490

2495

2500

2505

2510

Beowulf

P2t m&g-wine mine gewr&can,

f&h¥e ond fyrene, swa hyt gefrege was,

péah Je GOer his  ealdre gebohte,

heardan cgape; Hea8cynne weard,

Geéata dryhtne, gid onsge.

Pa ic on morgne gefregn még 6erne

billes ecgum on bonan stzlan,

p2r Ongenpéow Eofores niosad;

giid-helm toglad, gomela Scylfing

hréas [heoro}-blac; hond gemunde

f2hdo genoge, feorh-sweng ne oft€ah.
“Ic him pa madmas, p&é hé mé sealde,

geald =t gide, swa mé gifede was,

léohtan sweorde; hé mé lond forgeaf,

eard, &del-wyn. Nas him &nig pearf

p=t hé t6 GifSum  o88e td Gar-Denum

o00e in Swio-rice sécean purfe

wyrsan wig-frecan, weorJe gecypan;

symle ic him on fédan beforan wolde,

@na on orde, ond swa to aldre sceall

secce fremman, penden pis sweord polad,

pt mec &r ond sid oft gelste,

syddan ic for dugeSum Dzghrefne weard

td hand-bonan, Higa cempan.

Nalles hé 53 fretwe Frés-cyning[e],

bréost-weorSunge  bringan moste,

ac in c[almp[e] gecrong cumbles hyrde,

zbeling on elne; ne was ecg bona,

ac him hilde-grap heortan wylmas,

ban-hiis gebrac. Ni sceall billes ecg,

hond ond heard sweord ymb hord wigan.”
Béowulf madelode, béot-wordum sprzc

niehstan side: “Ic gengdde fela

gida on geogode; gyt ic wylle,

2488a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Grein.
2503b MS. fres cyning: em. Grundtvig.
2505a MS. incempan: cm. Xemble.
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frod folces weard, f2hde sécan,
m&rdu fremman, gif mec se man-sceada
of eord-sele at geséced!”
Gegrétte 3a gumena gehwylcne,
hwate helm-berend hindeman sie,
swase gesidas: “Nolde ic sweord beran,
w&pen t0 wyrme, gif ic wyste hi
wid Sam agl&cean elles meahte
gylpe widgripan, swi ic gio wid Grendle dyde;
ac ic 8&r headu-fyres hates wéne,
[o]reBes ond attres; fordon ic mé on hafu
bord ond byrnan. Nelle ic beorges weard
oferfléon fotes trem, ac unc [furdur] sceal
weorSan &t wealle, swa unc wyrd getéod,
Metod manna gehwas. Ic eom on mdde from,
pat ic wid pone giid-flogan gylp ofersitte.
Gebide gé on beorge, bymum werede,
secgas on searwum, hwader sél mzge
zfter weel-r&se wunde gedygan
uncer twéga. Nis pat &ower s,
né gemet mannes, nefne min anes,
[pee]t hé wid agl@can eofodo dzle
eorlscype efne. Ic mid elne sceall
gold gegangan, o30%e gid nimed,
feorh-bealu frécne, fréan Eowerne!”

Aras 53 bi ronde rof Oretta,
heard under helme, hioro-sercean bar
under stan-cleofu, strengo getruwode
anes mannes; ne bi§ swylc earges sid!
Geseah 3a be wealle, sé Je worna fela,

2514a MS. merdi: em. Bugge.

2523a MS. refes 7 hattres: em. Grein and Grundtvig respectively. Of
special interest since it resembles hendiadys in classical rhetoric. For further
discussion and references, see A. S. Cook, MLN 40 (1925), 137-142, and
R. D. Stevick, MLQ 20 (1959), 339-343.

2525b No gap in MS: conjectural restoration by Klaeber.

2533b MS. nefne from Thorkelin B only.

2534a MS. wat: em. Grundtvig.
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gum-cystum god, gida gedigde,
hilde-hlemma, ponne hnitan fé&an,

2545 sto[n]dan stan-bogan, stréam 1t ponan
brecan of beorge; was pzre burnan wzlm
heado-fyrum hat; ne meahte horde néah
unbyrnende Znige hwile
déop gedygan for dracan lége.

2550 Lét 3a of bréostum, 8a hé gebolgen wes,
Weder-Géata léod word it faran,
stearc-heort styrmde; stefn in becom
hea&o-torht hlynnan under harme stan.
Hete was onhréred, hord-weard oncniow

2555 mannes reorde; nas 0Zr mara fyrst
fréode t6 friclan. From &rest cwom
orud agl&cean at of stane,
hat hilde-swat; hriise dynede.

Biorn under beorge bord-rand onswaf

2560 wid dam gryre-gieste, Géata dryhten;
8a was hring-bogan heorte gefysed

secce tO séceanne. Sweord &r gebrzd
god gid-cyning, gomele lafe,
ecgum ungleaw; &ghwadrum was

2565 bealo-hycgendra broga fram 68rum.
Stid-mod gestod wid stéapne rond
winia bealdor, 33 se wyrm gebgah
sniide tdsomne; hé on searwum bad.
Gewat 32 byrnende gebogan scridan,

2570 to gescipe scyndan. Scyld wél gebearg
life ond lice l&ssan hwile
mé&rum béodne ponne his myne sohte;
Ozr hé py fyrste, forman dégore,
wealdan moste, swa him wyrd ne gescraf

2575 hréd et hilde. Hond up abrzd
Geata dryhten, gryre-fahne sloh
incge-lafe, p=t sio ecg gewac,

2545a MS. stodan: em. Thorpe.
25642 MS. un/gleaw: with “‘e’* partially erased.
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briin on bane, bat unswidor
ponne his &iod-cyning pearfe hzfde,

2580 bysigum gebzded. Pa was beorges weard
@fter headu-swenge on hréoum mode,
wearp wal-fyre; wide sprungon
hilde-l€éoman. Hréd-sigora ne gealp
gold-wine Ggéata; gud-bill geswac,

2585 nacod &t nide, swa hyt n6 sceolde,
iren &r-god. Ne was pat &de sid,
pat se m&ra maga Ecg8&owes
grund-wong pone ofgyfan wolde;
sceolde [ofer] willan wic eardian

2590 elles hwergen, swa sceal Zghwylc mon
alatan 12n-dagas. Nes 83 long td Son
p=t 53 aglecean hy eft gemétton.

Hyrte hyne hord-weard —hreder £5me weoll—
niwan stefne; nearo dréwode,

2595 fyre befongen, s€ O¢ &r folce weold.
Nealles him on h€ape hand-gesteallan,
®Jelinga bearn ymbe gestodon
hilde-cystum, ac hy on holt bugon,
ealdre burgan. Hiora in @num wéoll

2600 sefa wid sorgum; sibb &fre ne m=g
wiht onwendan pam &e wél penced.

XXXVI  Wiglaf wes haten, Weéoxstanes sunu,
leoflic lind-wiga, leod Scylfinga,
m&g Alfheres; geseah his mon-dryhten

2605 under here-griman hat prowian.
Gemunde &3 &3 are pe hé him &r forgeaf,
wic-stede weligne Wazgmundinga,
folc-rihta gehwylc, swa his feder ahte;
ne mihte Ja forhabban, hond rond geféng,

2610 geolwe linde; gomel swyrd get€ah,
pxt wes mid eldum Eanmundes 1af,

2589a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Rieger.
2596b MS. heand gesteallan: em. Kemble.
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suna Ohtere[s]. Pam @t secce weard,
wraecca[n] wine-1€asum, Weohstan bana
meéces ecgum, ond his magum &tbzr
2615 brin-fagne helm, hringde byrnan,
eald-sweord etonisc. Pzt him Onela forgeaf,
his gedelinges gud-gewzdu,
fyrd-searo fislic; nd ymbe 32 fzhde sprec,
péah 8e hé his brodor bearn abredwade.
2620 He fretwe gehéold fela misséra,
bill ond byrnan, o038zt his byre mihte
eorlscipe efnan swa his &r-fader;
geaf him 33 mid Géatum gid-gewzda
&ghwas unrim, pa hé of ealdre gewat,
2625 frod on ford-weg. Pa was forma si§
geongan cempan peet hé gide r&s
mid his fréo-dryhtne fremman sceolde.
Ne gemealt him se mod-sefa, né his m2ges laf
gewac =t wige; plet] se wyrm onfand
2630 syddan hie togzdre gegan hazfdon.
Wiglaf madelode, word-rihta fela
segde gesiSum— him was sefa gedmor:
“Ic 8=t mel geman p&r wé medu pégun
ponne we gehéton tissum hlaforde
2635 in bior-sele, Je Us Oas beagas geaf,
p=zt wé him 32 gid-getiwa gyldan woldon,
gif him pyslicu pearf gelumpe,
helmas ond heard sweord. e hé usic on herge gecas
t6 Oyssum sid-fate sylfes willum,
2640 onmunde isic m&rda, ond mé pas madmas geaf,
pe hé usic gar-wigend gode tealde,
hwate helm-berend, peah &e hlaford s
pis ellen-weorc apa adohte

2612a MS. ohtere: em. Grundtvig.

2613 MS. wrecca from Thorkelin A: em. Ettmiiller. MS. weobhstanes:
em. Grundtvig.

2628b MS. mzgenes: em. Ettmiiller.

2629b MS. pa: em. Thorpe.
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t6 gefremmanne, folces hyrde,
fordam hé manna ma&st mérda gefremede,
d&da dollicra. Nu is s&€ deg cumen
pat ire man-dryhten magenes behofad,
godra gud-rinca; wutun gongan to,
belpan hild-fruman, penden hyt sy,
gléd-egesa grim! God wat on mec
pet mé is micle 1&ofre p&t minne lic-haman
mid minne gold-gyfan gled fadmie.
Ne pynced mé gerysne pat wé rondas beren
eft to earde, nemne W& &ror megen
fane gefyllan, feorh ealgian
Wedra 3€odnes. Ic wat geare,
pt n&ron eald-gewyrht, pat hé ana scyle
Géata dugule gnorn prowian,
gesigan &t s&cce; tirum sceal sweord ond helm,
byrne ond b[ea]du-scrid bam gem&ne.”
Waod pa purh pone wal-réc, wig-heafolan bar
fréan on fultum, féea worda cwed:
“Lgofa Biowulf, 12st eall tela,
swa 0u on geogud-feore geara gecwide,
pat 8u ne alete be 8¢ lifigendum
dom gedréosan; scealt ni d&dum rof,
20eling an-hydig, ealle mzgene
feorh ealgian; ic &8 ful-l2stu.”

Zfter §am wordum wyrm yrre cwom,
atol inwit-gest, odre side,
fyr-wylmum fah, fionda niosian
ladra manna. Lig ySum for,
born bord wid rond; byrne ne meahte
geongum gar-wigan géoce gefremman;
ac se maga geonga under his m&ges scyld

2660a MS. byrdu scrud: em. Ettmiiller.

2671b Thorkelin A mosum, B niosnan: restoration deduced by Grundtvig.

2672-73 Several different word-divisions are possible here, such as: lig-
ydum forborn / bord wid rond[e]. The present arrangement is adapted from
R. Willard, MLN 76 (1961), 290-93.
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elne ge€ode, pa his agen [wes)

glédum forgrunden. Pa gén gud-cyning
m[@rda] gemunde, magen-strengo sloh
hilde-bille, pet hyt on heafolan stod

2680 nipe genyded; Neagling forbarst,
geswac &t s&cce sweord Biowulfes,
gomol ond grég-m&l. Him pat gifeSe ne was,
peet him irenna ecge mihton
helpan @t hilde; was sio hond to strong

2685 sé Oe méca gehwane, mine gefrige,
swenge ofersohte, ponne hé to szcce bar
wzpen wundum heard; nas him wihte 3¢ sél.

Ppa was péod-sceada  priddan side,
frécne fyr-draca f£hda gemyndig,

2690 rasde on Jone rofan, pa him rim ageald;
hat ond heado-grim, heals ealne ymbeféng
biteran banum; heé geblodegod weard
sawul-driore; swat youm weoll.

XXXVII  Pa ic =t pearfe [gefregn] péod-cyninges

2695 andlongne eorl ellen cydan,
creft ond céndu, swa him gecynde was.

Ne hédde hé pzs heafolan, ac sio hand gebarn
modiges mannes, p2r hé his mages healp
pzt hé pone nij-gest nioJor hweéne sloh,

2700 secg on searwum, pat Szt sweord gedeaf
fah ond fated, pxt St fyr ongon
swedrian syddan. Pa gén sylf cyning
geweold his gewitte, well-seaxe gebrd,
biter ond beadu-scearp, pxt h& on byrnan wag;

2705 forwrat Wedra helm wyrm on middan.
Féond gefyldan —ferh ellen wrec—
ond hi hyne pa bégen abroten hzfdon,
sib-2Jelingas. Swylc sceolde secg wesan,
pegn xt Jearfe! Pt 8am peodne was

2676b Conjectural restoration by Grundtvig for word lost at edge.
2678a MS. m....: conjectural restoration by Grundtvig.

2694a No gap in MS.: addition by Kemble.

2698b MS. magenes: em. Kemble.
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2710 sidas{t] sige-hwile sylfes d&dum
worlde geweorces. Pa sio wund ongon,
pe him se eord-draca &r geworhte,
swelan ond swellan; hé pat sona onfand
pet him on bréostum bealo-nide wéoll

2715 attor on innan. Pa se x8eling giong
pxt hé bl wealle, wis-hycgende,
ges®t on sesse; seah on enta geweorc,
hu &3 stan-bcgan stapulum fazste
&ce eord-reced innan healde.

2720 Hyne pa mid handa heoro-dréorigne
béoden mzme, pegn ungemete till
wine-dryhten his watere gelafede,
hilde-szdne, ond his hel[m] onspé&on.

Biowulf mapelode— hé ofer benne sprac,

2725 wunde wal-bleate; wisse hé gearwe
pat hé deg-hwila gedrogen hafde,
eordan wyn[nel; 33 was eall sceacen
dogor-gerimes, dead ungemete néah:
**Ni ic suna minum syllan wolde

2730 giud-gewaduy, per mé gifede swa
&nig yrfe-weard =zfter wurde,
lice gelenge. Ic das léode héold
fiftig wintra; nas sé folc-cyning,
ymbe-sittendra &nig Jara,

2735 P& mec gid-winum grétan dorste,

egesan 3éon. Ic on earde bad
mdl-gesceafta, héold min tela,

ne sOhte searo-nidas, né mé swor fela
ada on unriht. Ic J=s ealles mag,

2740 feorh-bennum sé€oc, geféan habban;
fordam mé witan ne Jearf Waldend fira

2710a MS. sifast em. Grein.

2714b Nothing now left in MS. after “beal,” but Thorkelin A bealom¥,
B bealo nifi where the second “i" answered to the downstroke of an “e.”
Restored thus by Malone, NC, p. 96.

2723b MS. hel. with Thorkelin A helo, B heb: em. Grein.

2727a MS. wyn..: restored by Thorkelin.
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morJor-bealo maga, ponne min sceaced
Iif of lice. Na &G lungre geong
hord scéawian under harne stan,
2745 Wiglaf leofa, ni se wyrm liged,
swefed sare wund, since beréafod.
Bio nii on ofoste, pat ic &r-welan,
gold-zht ongite, gearo scéawige
swegle searo-gimmas, pat ic 8y seft mege
2750 ezfter maddum-welan min 3l&tan,
Iif ond l€odscipe, pone ic longe héold.”
XXXVIII  Pa ic snude gefregn sunu Wihstanes
fter word-cwydum wundum dryhtne
hyran heado-siocum, hring-net beran,
2755 brogdne beadu-sercean u[n]der beorges hrof.
Geseah 0a sige-hrédig, pa hé bi sesse géong,
mago-pegn modig maddum-sigla fealo
gold glitinian grunde getenge,
wundur on wealle, ond pas wyrmes denn
2760 ealdes tht-flogan orcas stondan,
fyrn-manna fatu, feormend-l€ase,
hyrstum behrorene. Pp&r was helm monig,
eald ond Omig, earm-béaga fela,
searwum gesZled. Sinc €ade mag,
2765 gold on grund[e], gum-cynnes gehwone
oferhigian, hyde s& e wylle!
Swylce hé siomian geseah segn eall-gylden
hé&ah ofer horde, hond-wundra m&st,
gelocen leo8o-creftum; of dam léoma stod,
2770 p=t hé pone grund-wong ongitan meahte,
wrZ(t]e giondwlitan. Nas §zs wyrmes p2r
onsyn &nig, ac hyne ecg fornam.
Pia ic on hlzwe gefregn hord réafian,

2755b MS. urder: em. Thorkelin.

2765a MS. grund: em. Grundtvig.

2769b MS. leoman: em. Kemble.

2771a MS. wrece: em. Thorpe and universally accepted since OE. “t”
looks much like “c.” But the MS. form, meaning “vengeance, punishment,”
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eald enta geweorc anne mannan,

2775 him on bearm hl{aldon bunan ond discas

sylfes dome; segn €ac gendm,
béacna beorhtost. Bill &r gescod
—ecg was iren— eald-hlafordes

pam dara madma mund-bora was

2780 longe hwile, lig-egesan wag
hatne for horde, hioro-weallende

middel-nihtum, odpzt hé mordre swealt.
Ar was on ofoste, eft-sides georn,
fretwum gefyrdred; hyne fyrwet brac,
2785 hwader collen-ferd  cwicne gemétte
in 3am wong-stede Wedra péoden
ellen-siocne, p&r hé hine 2r forlét.
Hé 83 mid pam madmum  m&me pioden,

dryhten sinne, driorigne fand,

2790 ealdres ®t ende; hé hine eft ongon
wateres weorpan, odpzt wordes ord

Beowulf

bréost-hord purhbrac. [Béowulf mapelode,]

gomel on gio[h]3e, gold scéawode:
“Ic Oara fretwa  Fréan ealles Sanc,

2795 Wouldur-cyninge, wordum secge,

€écum Dryhtne, pe ic hér on starie,

pas 8e ic moste minum léodum
&r swylt-dege swylc gestrynan.

Ni ic on madma hord mine bebohte

2800 frode feorh-lege, fremmad géna

léeoda bearfe; ne mag ic hér leng wesan.
Hatad healo-mé&re hlew gewyrcean,
beorhtne zfter bzle @t brimes nosan;

s& scel td6 gemyndum minum léodum

2805 héah hlifian on Hrones-na®sse,
pat hit sz-1idend sy0dan hitan

2775a MS. hlodon from Thorkelin B: em. Grein.

2792b Lack of alliteration indicates the loss of a half-line. Conjectural

restoration by Sedgefield.
2793a MS. giogode: em. Grein.
2799b MS. minne: em. Ettmiiller.
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Biowulfes biorh, 03 Oe brentingas
ofer floda genipu feorran drifad.”
Dyde him of healse hring gyldenne

2810 pioden prist-hydig, pegne gesealde,
geongum gar-wigan, gold-fahne helm,
béah ond byrnan, hét hyne brican well:
“pu eart ende-laf usses cynnes,
Wagmundinga, ealle wyrd fors[w]&o[p]

2815 mine magas td metod-sceafte,
eorlas on elne; ic him &fter sceal.”
Pzt was pam gomelan gingzste word
bréost-gehygdum, &r he bzl cure,
hite heado-wylmas; him of h[re]dre gewat

2820 sawol sécean s00-festra dom.

[XXXIX] Pba was gegongen gum[an] unfrodum
earfodlice, p=t hé on eordan geseah
pone 1€ofestan lifes =t ende,
bléate gebzran. Bona swylce lzg,

2825 egeslic eord-draca, ealdre bergafod,
bealwe gebzded. Béah-hordum leng
wyrm woh-bogen wealdan ne moste,
ac him irenna ecga fornamon,
hearde, heado-scearde, homera lafe,

2830 p=t se wid-floga wundum stille
hréas on hriisan hord-zme n€ah.

Nalles zfter lyfte lacende hwearf
middel-nihtum, madm-&hta wlonc
ansyn ywde, ac hé eor8an geféoll

2814b MS. for / speof, with the second word-element squeezed in before
a large hole in the parchment. Emended by Kemble on the model of line 477.
Wrenn (Ist ed.) would read MS. for / speon, with “n™ written on a partly
erased “f.” This would yield “forspéon” (has lured). Malone and Zupitza
read only an abnormally placed final “f” before the hole (NC, p. 98).

2819b MS. hwadre: em. Kemble (followed by Dobbie). The MS. form,
meaning “however,” also makes sense. If not a scribal error, it may point up
the contrast between the body's death and the soul’s immortality: see Richard
L. Hoffman, JEGP 64 (1965), 664-65 (followed by Bolton).

2821 No number in MS. but the large capital of “Da” indicates a new
fitt. MS. gumi: em. Heyne.
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2835

2840

2845

2850

2855

2860

2865

for 8xs hild-fruman hond-geweorce.
Hiru p=t on lande 1yt manna &ah,
magen-agendra, mine gefrge,

péah de hé deda gehwas dyrstig ware,
p=t hé wid attor-sceadan orede ger®sde,
od3e hring-sele hondum styrede,

gif h&¢ waccende weard onfunde

biion on beorge. Biowulfe weard
dryht-madma dzl deade forgolden;
hzfde @ghwad[er] ende geféred

1&nan lifes. Neas 83 lang to Jon,

p=t 8a hild-latan holt ofgefan,

tydre tréow-logan, tyne &tsomne,

03 ne dorston &r dareSum lacan

on hyra man-dryhtnes miclan pearfe;
ac hy scamiende scyldas bZran,
gud-gewzdu, p&r se gomela lzg;

wlitan on Wilaf. He gewérgad sat,
fede-cempa, fréan eaxlum néah,

wehte hyne watre, him wiht ne spéo[w].

Beowulf

Ne meahte hé on eor8an, O¢ah hé de wel,

on 8am frum-gare feorh gehealdan,

né dzs Wealdendes wiht oncirran;
wolde dom Godes dzdum r2dan
gumena gehwylcum swa hé ni gén ded.

Pa was xt dam geongfan] grim andswaru

&J-begéte pam Je &r his elne forleas.
Wiglaf madelode, Weéohstanes sunu,
sec[g] sarig-ferd— seah on unléofe:

“pat, 13, meg secgan, sé Je wyle s00 specan,
pat se mon-dryhten, s€ €ow 332 madmas geaf,

€ored-geatwe, pe gé par on standad,

2844a MS. zghwadre: em. Kemble.
2854b MS. speop: em. Thorkelin.

2860a MS. geongii: em. A. J. Barnouw, Textkritische Untersuchungen

(Leiden: Brill, 1902), p. 36.

2863a MS. sec: em. Thorkelin. Wrenn-Bolton retains MS. form as “séc,”

a by-form of “séoc” (ill, weak, sad).
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2880

2885
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2895

2900
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ponne he on ealu-bence oft gesealde
heal-sittendum helm ond bymnan,

p&oden his pegnum, swylce hé prydlicost
ower feor 003e néah findan meahte,

pxt hé génunga gid-gewzdu

wrade forwurpe, 03 hyne wig beget.

Nealles folc-cyning fyrd-gesteallum

gylpan porfte; hwa8re him God ude,

sigora Waldend, pxt hé hyne sylfne gewrzc,
ana mid ecge, pa him was elnes pearf.

Ic him lif-wrade lytle meahte

#tgifan @t gide, ond ongan swa péah

ofer min gemet m&ges helpan;

symle was py sZmra, ponne ic sweorde drep
ferhd-genidlan, fyr unswidor

wéoll of gewitte. [W]lergendra t5 1yt

prong ymbe péoden, pa hyne sio prag becwom.
[N]u sceal sinc-pego ond swyrd-gifu,

eall &del-wyn €owrum cynne,

lufen alicgean; lond-rihtes mot

p&re m&g-burge monna Zghwylc

idel hweorfan, syd¥an xJelingas

feorran gefricgean fleam &owerne,
dom-lgasan d&d. Dead bid sella

eorla gehwylcum ponne edwit-lif.”

Heht 33 pat heado-weorc t6 hagan biodan
up ofer ecg-clif, p&r pzt eorl-weorod
morgen-longne dzg mod-giomor st,
bord-hzbbende, béga on wénum,
ende-dogores ond eft-cymes
Jéofes monnes. Lyt swigode
niwra spella, s& 8e nazs gerad,
ac hgé sodlice segde ofer ealle:

“Nu is wil-geofa Wedra léoda,
dryhten Géata dead-bedde fest,
wuna$ wal-reste wyrmes d&dum;

2882b MS. fergendra: em. Grundtvig.
2884a MS. bu: em. Kemble.
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him on efn liged ealdor-gewinna

siex-bennum séoc; sweorde ne meahte
2905 on &am aglzcean Znige pinga

wunde gewyrcean. Wiglaf sited

ofer Biowulfe, byre Wihstanes,

eorl ofer 68rum unlifigendum,

healded hige-m&3um heéafod-wearde,
2910 léofes ond lades. Ni ys leodum wén

orleg-hwile, syd0an under[ne]

Froncum ond Frysum fyll cyninges

wide weorded. Wes sio wroht scepen

heard wid Hiigas, syddan Higelac cwom
2915 faran flot-herge on Frésna land,

p&r hyne Hetware hilde genzgdon,

elne ge€odon mid ofer-magene,

pat se byrn-wiga biigan sceolde,

féoll on fédan; nalles fretwe geof
2920 ealdor dugode. Us was 3 syddan

Merewioingas milts ungyfeSe.

Né ic te Swéo-0¢ode sibbe 030e tréowe

wihte ne wéne, ac was wide cid,

p=tte Ongendio ealdre besnydede
2925 Ha8cen Hrépling wid Hrefna-wudu,

pa for onmedlan &rest gesohton

Geata I€ode Gud-Scilfingas.

Sona him se froda feder Ohtheres,

eald ond eges-full ondslyht ageaf,
2930 abréot brim-wisan, bryd aheorde,

gomela[n] i6-méowlan golde berofene,

Onelan modor ond Ohtheres;

ond 32 folgode feorh-genidlan,

030zt hi od&odon earfodlice

2911b MS. under: em. Grein.

2916b MS. gehnzgdon: em. Grein. The MS. form, retained by von
Schaubert, can represent either “genzgan” (attack, assail) or “gehnzgan™ (to
bumble, vanquish).

2929b MS. hond slyht: em. Grein,

2931a MS. gomela: em. Grein.
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2940

2945

XLI

2950

2955

2960
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in Hrefnes-holt hlaford-lease.
Bes®t da sin-herge swéorda lafe
wundum wérge; wean oft gehéet
earmre feohhe ondlonge niht,
cwz3 hé on mergenne méces ecgum
gétan wolde, sum’ on galg-trEéowu[m]
[fuglum] t6 gamene. Frofor eft gelamp
sarig-modum somod &r-dzge,
syddan hie Hygelaces horn ond byman,
gealdor onggaton, pa se goda com
léoda dugode on last faran.

“Was sio swat-swadu Sw[elona ond Geéata,
wzl-1@s weora wide gesyne,
hi 33 folc mid him fzhde towehton.
Gewat him 83 se goda mid his gzdelingum,
frod fela-gedmor festen s€cean,
eorl Ongenpio ufor oncirde;
hzfde Higelaces hilde gefrunen,
wlonces wig-craft; widres ne truwode
pxt hé s2-mannum onsacan mihte,
heado-1idendum, hord forstandan,
bearn ond bryde; béah eft ponan
eald under eord-weall. Pa was 2ht boden
Swéona 1€éodum; segn Higelace[s]
freodo-wong pone for[d] ofergodon,
syd0an Hrédlingas t6 hagan prungon.
P&r weard Ongendiow ecgum sweord[a]
blonden-fexa on bid wrecen,

2940b MS. galg treowu: em. Kemble.

2941a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Thorpe.

2946b MS. swona: em. Thorkelin.

2958-59 MS. hige lace: em. Kemble. MS. ford: em. Thorkelin. If
“Higelace” is to be kept unemended, then Chambers offers the best treatment:
take “boden” (offered) as having a double subject, place the semicolon after
“Higelace,” and translate “then pursuit was offered to the people of the
Swedes, [and] a [captured] banner to Hygelac.” Then the subject of the
following “oferéodon™ is an understood “they.”

2961b MS. sweordi: em. Kemble.
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p=t se peod-cyning  Safian sceolde
Eafores anne dom. Hyne yrringa

2965 Wulf Wonréding w&pne gerzhte,
pat him for swenge swat &drum sprong
ford under fexe. Nes hé forht swa d¢eh,
gomela Scilfing, ac forgeald hrade
wyrsan wrixle wal-helm pone,

2970 syddan Jéod-cyning pyder oncirde.
Ne meahte se snella sunu Wonrédes
ealdum ceorle ondslyht giofan,
ac hé him on h&afde helm &r gescer,
p=t hé blode fah biigan sceolde,

2975 feoll on foldan; nas hé fage pa git,
ac hé hyne gewyrpte, peah Je him wund hrine.
L&t se hearda Higelaces pegn
brad{n]e méce, pa his brodor lag,
eald-sweord eotonisc  entiscne helm

2980 brecan ofer bord-weal; 83 gebéah cyning,
folces hyrde, was in feorh dropen.
Pa wzron monige, pe his m&g wridon,
ricone ar&rdon, 33 him gerymed weard,
pxt hie wal-stowe wealdan moston.

2985 DPenden réafode rinc o68erne,
nam on Ongendio iren-byrnan,
heard swyrd hilted ond his helm somod;
hares hyrste Higelace bzr.
H[eé dam] fretwum féng ond him fegre geh&t

2990 léana [fore] 1€odum ond gel@st[e] swa;
geald pone gid-r2s Géata dryhten,
Hredles eafora, pa hé t6 ham becom,
Iofore ond Wulfe mid ofer-madmum,
sealde hiora gehwa8rum hund pisenda

2972b MS. hond slyht: em. Kemble.

2978a MS. brade: em. Thorpe.

2989a MS. h....: restored by Grundtvig.

2990 Room for four or five letters at lower right-hand corner of leaf;
conjectural restoration by Heyne. MS. gel®sta: em. Kemble.



230
2995

3000

3005

3010

3015

3020

Beowulf
landes ond locenra béaga —ne Jorfte him &3 1gan
oJwitan
mon on middan-gearde— sydda[n] hie 82 m&rda
geslogon;

ond 33 Jofore forgeaf angan dohtor,
ham-weor8unge hyldo t6 wedde.

“pat ys sio f&hdo ond se féondscipe,
wel-nid wera, dzs e ic [wen] hafo,
pé us sécead to Swéona l€oda,
syd8an hie gefricgead fréan Gserne
ealdor-l€asne, pone e &r gehéold
wid hettendum hord ond rice
efter haleSa hryre, hwate Scildingas,
folc-réd fremede, o3%e furdur gén
eorlscipe efnde. [Na] is ofost betost,
p=t wé peod-cyning p&r scéawian
ond pone gebringan, pe s beagas geaf,
on ad-fere. Ne scel anes hwat
meltan mid pam mddigan, ac p&r is madma hord,
gold unrime, grimme gecéalpold,
ond ni &t sidestan sylfes féore
béagas [geboh]te; pa sceall brond fretan,
&led peccean, nalles eorl wegan
maddum t6 gemyndum, né magd scyne
habban on healse hring-weordunge,
ac sceal gedmor-mod, golde ber&afod,
oft, nalles Zne, elland tredan,
nu se here-wisa hleahtor alegde,
gamen ond gléo-dréam. For8on sceall gar wesan
monig morgen-ceald mundum bewunden,
hzfen on handa, nalles hearpan swég

2996b MS. sydda: em. Grundtvig.

3000b No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Kemble,

3005b The “hwate Scildingas” would be the Danes unless an emendation
is in order. See Commentary, p. 373.

3007b MS. me: em. Kemble.

3012b MS. gecea..d: restored by Kemble,

3014a MS. ....te: restored by Grundtvig,
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wigend weccean, ac se wonna hrefn

3025 fis ofer f2gum fela reordian,
earne secgan, ht him ®t Zte spéow,
penden hé wid wulf wal réafode.”

Swa se secg hwata secggende wzs
ladra spella; h€ ne leag fela

3030 wyrda né weorda. Weorod eall aras,
€odon unblide under Earna-nas,
wollen-téare, wundur sc€awian.

Fundon 33 on sande sawul-léasne
hlim-bed healdan, pone be him hringas geaf

3035 &rran m&lum; pa was ende-dzg
godum gegongen, pat se gid-cyning,
Wedra péoden, wundor-déade swealt.

Zr hi p&r geségan syllicran wiht,
Wwyrm on wonge wider-rzhtes p&r,

3040 l1adne licgean; was se lég-draca
grymlic gry[re-fah], gledum beswzled.
Se wes fiftiges fot-gemearces
lang on legere; lyft-wynne héold
nihtes hwilum, nyJer eft gewat

3045 dennes niosian; was 83 deade fest,
hefde eord-scrafa  ende genyttod.

Him big stddan bunan ond orcas,
discas lagon ond djre swyrd,
oOmige, purhetone, swa hie wi§ eorSan f&dm

3050 piisend wintra p&r eardodon.

Ponne was pzt yrfe &acen-craftig,
ii-monna gold, galdre bewunden,
pat dam hring-sele hrinan ne moste
gumena 2nig, nefne God sylfa,

3055 sigora S63-cyning, sealde pam &e hé wolde
—hé is manna gehyld— hord openian,
efne swa hwylcum manna, swa him gemet &iihte.

XLII  pa was gesyne, pzt se sid ne dah
pam 8e unrihte inne gehydde

304la MS. gry.... Thorkelin could read “gryre.” Restoration by Bugge.
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3060 wr&[t]e under wealle. Weard 2r ofsloh
feara sumne; pa sio f&hd geweard
gewrecen wradlice. Waundur hwar ponne
eorl ellen-rof ende gefére
Iif-gesceafta, ponne leng ne mzg

3065 mon mid his [malgum medu-seld baan.
Swa was Biowulfe, pa hé biorges weard
sohte, searo-nidas; seolfa ne cude
purh hwat his worulde ged&l weordan sceolde.
Swa hit 08 domes dzg diope benemdon

3070 péodnas mé&re, pa 8zt p2r dydon,
pxt se secg wre synnum scildig,
hergum geheaQerod, hell-bendum fest,
wommum gewitnad, s& Jone wong str{u]de;
nzs hé gold-hwate gearwor hafde

3075 agendes ést &r gesc€awod.

Wiglaf maQelode, Wihstanes sunu:
“Oft sceall eorl monig anes willan
wraec adréogfan], swa s geworden is.
Ne meahton wé gelZran léofne péoden,

3080 rices hyrde r&d &nigne,
p=t hé ne grétte gold-weard pone,
léte hyne licgean p&r hé longe was,
wicum wunian oJ woruld-ende;
héold on héah-gesceap. Hord ys gescéawod,

3085 grimme gegongen; wes pat gifede to swid,
pe Sone [péod-cyning] pyder ontyhte.

3060a MS. wrzce: em. Thorpe. See also line 2771. Else von Schaubert
retains the MS. form and gives “gehydde” the meaning of “performed.” Her
translation would run: “the act had not profited him who Lad performed
unlawful vengeance under the wall,” ie., the dragon (see her edition, Kom-
mentar, pp. 167-68, and Glossar, p. 129).

3065a MS. ..gii: restored by Kemble.

3073b MS. strade: em. Grundtvig.

3074-75 Perhaps the most obscure two lines in the poem, yet often
crucial in interpretation. Treated here as a half-ironic remark. The “he” is
Beowulf. See Commentary, p. 374, and A. J. Bliss in Bibliography, p. 385.

3078a MS. adreogeS: em. Kemble.

3086a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Grein.
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Ic was p&r inne ond b=zt eall geondseh,
recedes geatwa, pa mé gerymed w&s,
neailes swaslice si0 alyfed

inn under eord-weall. Ic on ofoste geféng
micle mid mundum magen-byrSenne
hord-gestréona, hider ut ztbar

cyninge minum. Cwico was pa géna,
wis ond gewittig; worn eall gesprac
gomol on geh8o ond &owic grétan hét,

bad pzt gé geworhton efter wines d2dum
in bzl-stede beorh pone héan,

micelne ond m&rme, swa hé manna was
wigend weorS-fullost  wide geond eordan,
penden hé& burh-welan briican moste.
Uton nii efstan odre [side)

s€éon ond sécean searo-[gimma] geprac,
wundur under wealle; ic Gow wisige,

pxt gé gendge néon scEawial

béagas ond brad gold. Sie sio b2r gearo,
&dre gezfned, ponne wé it cymen,

ond ponne geferian fréan dserne,

léofne mannan, p2r hé longe sceal

on 3zs Waldendes w&re gepolian.”

Hét 8a geb&odan byre Wihstanes,
hzle hilde-dior, hzleda monegum,
bold-agendra, pat hie bz2l-wudu
feorran feredon, folc-agende,
godum togenes: “Niu sceal gléd fretan,
—weaxan wonna lég— wigena strengel,
pone 8e oft gebad isern-sciire,
ponne strzla storm strengum gebZded
scoc ofer scild-weall, sceft nytte héold.
feldler-gearwum fus, fline fulléode.”

Hiiru se snotra sunu Wihstanes

3101b No gap in MS.: restoration by Grundtvig.
3102b No gap in MS.: addition by Bugge.
3119a MS. feder gearwi: em. Thorkelin.

Beowulf
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acigde of cordre cyniges pegnas
syfone [@t]s[om]ne, pa sélestan,
€ode eahta sum under inwit-hrof
hilde-rinc{al; sum on handa bzr
3125 &led-leoman, s€ 3e on orde géong.
Nes 8a on hlytme, hwa pat hord strude,
sy0dan orwearde, &nigne dal,
secgas ges€gon on sele wunian,
1&ne licgan; Iyt Znig mearn
3130 pet hi ofostlic[e] at geferedon
dyre madmas; dracan éc scufun,
wyrm ofer weall-clif, Iéton wég niman,
fiod fedmian fretwa hyrde.
Pla] waes wunden gold on wan hladen,
3135 &ghwas unrim, zpeling boren,
har hilde-[rinc] t6 Hrones-nasse.
XLIII  Him 83 gegiredan Geéata leode
ad on eordan unwagclicne,
helm[um] behongen, hilde-bordum,
3140 beorhtum byrnum, swa hé béna was;
alegdon &a tomiddes mé&rne peoden
hzled hiofende, hlaford 1&ofne.
Ongunnon pa on beorge bzl-fyra mast
wigend weccan; wud[u]-réc astah
3145 sweart ofer swi[o]Jole; swogende l¢[c],
wope bewunden; wind-blond geleg

3121b ‘“cyniges” begins fol. 201, the last leaf of the poem. It is badly
torn and the verso is hopelessly faded in many places. Even with the help
of ultraviolet light, paleographers remain uncertain about many readings.

3122a MS. syfone .. s.ne (as read by Malone, NC, p. 103): restored
by Grein.

3124a MS. hilde rinc: em. Ettmiiller.

3130a MS. ofostlic from Thorkelin B: em. Ettmiiller.

3134a MS. has abbreviation for “pzt”:. em. Thorkelin.

3135b MS. =pelinge: em. Kemble.

3136a “hilde” is followed by an erasure of three letters; restoration by
Ettmiiller.

3139a MS. helm: em. Grein.

3144b MS. wud..ec Thorkelin A wud rec: restored by Kemble.

3145a MS. swicSole: em. Karl Bouterwek, ZDA 11 (1859), 82 ff,
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odpat hé 2 ban-his gebrocen hafde,
hat on hredre. Higum unrote
mod-ceare m&ndon, mon-dryhtnes cw[elalm;
3150 swylce giomor-gyd [Gelat{isc] méowle
[Biowulfe breegd,) bunden-heorde,
[solng sorg-cearig.  [S@de] geneahhe
pat hio hyre [here-geon]gas hearde ond[r)éde
wel-fylla wo[r]n, werudes egesan,
3155 hy[n]do ond heft-nyd. Heofon réce swealg.
Geworhton 33 Wedra léode
hléw on hde, sé was héah ond brad,
weég-lidendum wide gesyne,
ond betimbredon on tyn dagum
3160 beadu-rofes bécn; bronda lafe
wealle beworhtan, swa hyt weordlicost
fore-snotre men findan mihton.
Hi on beorg dydon bég ond siglu,
eall swylce hyrsta, swylce on horde 2r
3165 nid-hédige men genumen hzfdon;

3149b Thorkelin A cw aln, B ..Im: restored by Kemble,

3150b MS. .eat...: restoration by Pope.

3151 A rip has destroyed the first half-line; the conjecture—and it is only
that—is by Malone, NC, p. 105. For the second half-line A. H. Smith’s ultra-
violet examination gives us the “b” and Thorkelin B the “de.”

3152 MS. ..ng sorg (by Smith’s ultraviolet photograph): restored by Bugge.
For MS. ..l18e Thorkelin A and B read “sealde.” The “I” and “d” are now
doubtful; Pope and Davis thought they could see them as “i” and “d.”
Emendation by Bugge, now seconded by Pope (2nd ed.). Malone accepted
the Thorkelin readings as accurate (NC, p. 105) and would translate, “It
would happen often that she would dread cruel invasions.”

3153 MS. ...g.ngas in Malone's conflation of the different expert exam-
inations: conjectural restoration by W. S. Mackie, MLR 36 (1941), 98. MS.
ond.ede: restored by Bugge.

3154a MS. wonn: em. Bugge.

3155 MS. hydo 7 h.f.nyd by Smith’s ultraviolet photograph and con-
firmed by Pope in 1964: restored and emended by Bugge. Nothing now visible
after “r&ce”; Thorkelin A and B sealg. Malone and Zupitza could piece to-
gether a vision of the “w” first suggested by Ettmiiller.

3157a “hl@w” from Pope and Davis, “hde” from Smith's Plate VI,

3159a MS. beti. / bredon with the “m” as deduced by Malone, NC,
p. 107,
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3170

3175

3180

Beowulf

forléton eorla gestréon eor8an healdan,
gold on gréote, p2r hit na gén lifad
eldum swa unnyt, swa hy[t @rlor was.
Pa ymbe hlzw riodan hilde-déore,
zpelinga bearn, ealra twelf[e],

woldon [care] cwidan, kyning m&nan,
word-gyd wrecan ond ymb we[r] sprecan:
eahtodan eorlscipe ond his ellen-weorc
dugudum démdon. Swa hit ged[éfe] bid
pxt mon his wine-dryhten wordum herge,
ferhdum fréoge, ponne hé ford scile

of lic-haman [l€ded] weordan.

Swa begnornodon Geata 1eode

hlafordes [hr]yre, heord-gencaras;
cwédon pat hé were  wyruld-cyning[a],
mannum mildust ond mon-Owarust,
leodum Iiost ond lof-geornost.

3168b MS. hy. ..or, from Malone, NC, pp. 107-8: restoration by Kemble,

3170b MS. twelfa: em. Ettmiiller.

3171a The MS. has room here for about four letters, hence Klacber's
restoration.

3172b MS. w.. with e from Thorkelin B: restored by Grein.

3174b MS. gd.. from Malone, NC, p. 108: expanded and restored by
Kemble.

3177b The MS. and ultraviolet photographs produce nothing for this
word. Conjectural restoration by Holthausen. Alternatives proposed by
Kemble and Malone are “lzne” (transitory) and “lifes” (of life).

3179a MS. ..yre: restored by Thorpe.

3180b MS. wyruldcyning: em. Kemble.

3181 MS. .anni, Thorkelin B supplying the **m."" MS. is torn from “ond"" to “"ust™":
Thorkelin A and B read **mondrarust’ in evident error. corrected by Grundtvig.





