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Hwæt! Wë Gâr-Dena in geär-dagum, 
]>ëod-cyninga, )>rym gefrünon, 
hü ffà æj>elingas eilen fremedon!

Oft Scyld Scêfing scea]>ena J>rëatum 
5 monegum magnum meodo-setla oftëah;

egsode eorl[os] sySSan arest wear#
fêasceaft funden; hë J>æs frôfre gebâd,
wëox under wolcnum, weorö-myndum J>âh, 
o8J>æt him Sghwylc J?âra ymb-sittendra 

10 ofer hron-râde hÿran scolde,
gomban gyldan. Pæt wæs gôd cyningl 
Dam eafera wæs æfter cenned
geong in geardum, J>one God sende
folce tô frôfre; fyren-Ôearfe ongeat

15 pxt hîe a r  drugon aldor-[/£]ase
lange hwüe; him J>æs Lïf-frêa,
wuldres Wealdend, worold-âre forgeai:
[Bëow] wæs brëme —blad wide sprang—
Scyldes eafera, Scede-landum in.

20 Swâ sceal [geong g]uma gode gewyrcean, 
fromum feoh-giftum on fæder [bea]nne,
pxt hine on ylde eft gewunigen
w/7-ges!J>as, ponne wïg cume,
lêode gelæsten; lof-dædum sceal 

25 in magjîa gehware man ge)?ëon.
6a MS. eorl: em. Kemble.
15b MS. aldor..ase: em. Grundtvig.
18a The MS. reads “Beowulf* here and 53; see Commentary, p. 278.
20a MS. ..... .uma: em. Grein.
21b MS. ...nne: em. Chambers.
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Him Öä Scyld gewât tô gescæp-hwtle 
fela-hrör fêran on Frêan wäre.
Hl hyne J>ä ætb&ron tô brimes faroSe, 
sw£se gesïj>as, swâ hê selfa bæd 
)>enden wordum wëold wine Scyldinga; 
lëof land-fruma lange âhte. 
pSbr æt hÿÔe stôd hringed-stefna, 
ïsig ond üt-füs, æj>elinges fær.
Âlëdon pâ lëofne Jæoden, 
bëaga bryttan, on bearm scipes, 
m£me be mæste. pær wæs mâdma fêla 
of feor-wegum, frætwa, gelæded;
ne hyrde ic cÿmlîcor cëol gegyrwan 
hilde-wæpnum ond heaÔo-wâêdum, 
billum ond bymum; him on bearme læg 
mâdma mænigo, pâ him mid scoldon
on flôdes £ht feor gewîtan.
Nalæs hl hine léèssan lâcum tëodan, 
)>ëod-gestrëomim, J>on pâ dydon,
pe hine æt frum-sceafte forS onsendon 
£nne ofer ÿôe umbor-wesende.
Pâ gÿt hï him âsetton segen g*[/]denne
hëah ofer hëafod, lêton holm heran,
gëafon on gâr-secg; him wæs geômor sefa,
mumende môd. Men ne cunnon
secgan tô söffe, sele-r£den[<f]e,
hæleÔ under heofenum, hwâ pxm  hlæste onfëng.

Dâ wæs on burgum [Bèow] Scyldinga
lëo/ lëod-cyning longe prägt
folcum gefräge —fæder eUor hwearf
aldor of earde—  oppæt him eft onwôc
hëah Healfdene; hëold )>enden lifde,
gamol ond güÔ-rêouw, glæde Scyldingas.
D£m fëower beam forÔ-gerîmed

47b MS. ge.denne: em. Malone, NC, p. 50. 
51b MS. sele rædenne: em. Kemble.
53b See note to 18a.
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in worold wöcun, weoroda r£swa[n],
Heorogär ond HröÖgär ond Hälga til; 
hÿrde ic pæt [Ÿrse wœs On]tlan cwên,
HeaÖo-Scilfingas heals-gebedda.

Pä wæs HröÖgäre here-spêd gyfen, 
wïges weorô-mynd, pæt him his wine-mâgas 
geome hÿrdon otfôpæt sêo geogoô gewëox 
mago-driht micel. Him on môd be-arn

hâtan wolde, 
men gewyrcean,
£fre gefrûnon 

eall gedâêlan

pæt heal-reced 
medo-æm micel 
J?one y Ido be am 
ond p&T on innan

Dâ ic wide gefrægn 
manigre mâbgpç 
folc-stede frætwan. 
£dre mid yldum, 
heal-ærna m£st;

geongum ond ealdum, swylc him God sealde, 
büton folc-scare ond feorum gumena.

weorc gebannan 
geond J?isne middan-geard, 

Him on fyrste gelomp, 
pæt hit wearÖ eal-gearo, 
scôp him Heort naman, 

sê p t  his wordes geweald wide hæfde.
Hê bëot ne âlëh, bêagas d£lde, 
sine æt symle. Sele hlîfade
hëah ond hom-gêap, heaSo-wylma bâd, 
lâÛan liges; ne wæs hit lenge pä gên 
J>æt se [e]cg-hete â)>um-swerian 
æfter wæl-nîÔe wæcnan scolde.

Dâ se ellen-g£st earfoSlIce 
f>râge ge^olode, sê pe in )>ÿstrum bâd, 
pæt hë dôgora gehwâm drëam gehÿrde 
hlüdne in healle; pâbr wæs hearpan swëg, 
swutol sang scopes. Sægde, së p t  cu)>e

60b MS. ræswa: em. Kemble.
62 Scribal omission but no gap in MS. Em. follows Grundtvig, Bugge, and 

M. G. Clarke, Sidelights on Teutonic History during the Migration Period 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1911), pp. 82 ff.

70a Usually em. Jx>n[n]e than* but I follow Robinson, TSL 11 (1966), 
151-55.

84a MS. seeg hete: em. Grein, but see R. P. Tripp, ELN 18 (1980), 81-86.
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frumsceaft flra feonran reccan,
cwæS J?æt se Ælmihtiga eorSan worh[té], 
wlite-beorhtne wang swâ wæter bebügeS: 
gesette sige-hrë)?ig sunna/z ond môaan 

95 lêoman tô lëohte land-buendum, 
ond gefrætwade foldan scëatas
leomum ond lêafum; lïf êac gesceôp 
cynna gehwylcum para Se cwice hwyrfa^.
Swâ Sâ driht-guman drëamum lifdon,

100 ëadiglïce, oSSæt an ongan
fyrene fre[m]man, fëond on helle.
Wæs së grimma g£st Grendel hâten,
m£re mearc-stapa, së p t  môras hëold, 
fen ond fæsten; fïfel-cynnes eard

105 won-sÄlI wer weardode hwïle,
sijrôan him Scyppend forscrifen hæfde
in Câines cynne— ^one cwealm gewræc
ëce Drihten pæs p t hë Âbel slôg.
Ne gefeah hë J?£re fæhSe, ac hë hine feor forwræc, 

110 Metod for py mâne, man-cynne fram.
Panon untÿdras ealle onwôcon,
eotenas ond ylfe ond orc-nëas,
swylce gï[ga]ntas pä wiÔ Gode wunnon
lange {>râge; hë him Sæs lëan forgeald. 

j j  i  Gewât Öä nëosian syj>5an niht becôm,
' hëan hüses, hû hit Hring-Dene 
æfter hëor-J?ege gebün hæfdon;
fand pä δ£τ mne æj^elinga gedriht 
swefan æfter symble— sorge ne cöÖon,

120 wonsceaft wera. Wïht unh£lo,
grim ond grSdig, gearo sôna wæs, 
rëoc ond rëj?e, ond on ræste genam

92b MS. vrorh..: em. Kremble.
101a MS. fre.raan: em. Kemble.
106a MS. scyppen, with Md" added above line in another hand.
107a The “in” appearing in MS. caines altered from “m" by erasure. Cf. 

MS. camp 1261b.
113a MS. gi..ntas: em. Thorkelin. See Malone, PMLA 64 (1949), 1193.
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J>rïtig )>egna; panon eft gewät
hüSe hrëmig to hâm faran,
mid p&rt wæl-fylle 

Dä wæs on ühtan 
Grendles güS-cræft 
pâ wæs æfter wiste 
micel morgen-swêg. 
xpéiing âêr-gôd,
J>olode SrÿS-swÿS,

wica neosan.
mid âèr-dæge, 

gumum undyme; 
wôp üp âhafen,
Mære J?ëoden, 

unblISe sæt,
)?egn-sorge drëah, 

sySJ?an hïe pxs lâSan last scëawedon 
wergan gâstes. Wæs pæt gewin tö sträng, 
läS ond longsum. Næs hit lengra fyrst 
ac ym b âne niht ef/ gefremede
morS-beala mare ond nô meam fore, 
fæhSe ond fyrene; wæs tô fæst on pâm. 
\>à wæs ëaS-fynde pe him elles hw£r 
gerü/nlîcor ræste [sôhte],
bed æfter bürum, Sä him gebëacnod wæs,

sweotolan tâcne 
hëold hyne sySJ>an 

së p&m fëonde ætwand. 
ond wiS rihte wan 

oSJ?æt îdel stôd 
hüsa seiest. Wæs sëo hwîl micel:
twelf wintra tld tom geJ?olode 
wine Scyld[mg]a, wêana gehwelcne,
sïdra sorga; forÔâm [secgum] wearÔ,
ylda beamum undyme cuS, 
gyddum geômore, J>ætte Grendel wan
h wile wiS HrôJ?gar, hete-nïSas wæg,
fyrene ond fæhSe fêla missëra,
singâle sæce; sibbe ne wolde 
wiS manna hwone mægenes Deniga, 
feorh-bealo feorran, fëa Jungian;

gesægd sôSlîce 
heal-Segnes hete; 
fyr ond fæstor 

Swä rïxode 
âna wiS eallum,

139b No gap in MS: em. Grein. 
148a MS. scyldenda: em. Grundtvig. 
149b No gap in MS: em. Schücking.
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nê pâbr naênig witena wênan f>orfte
beorhtre böte tö ban[an] folmum;
[oc se] æglæca êhtende wæs,
deorc dëa)?-scüa dugape ond geogo^e 
seomade ond syrede; jin-nihte hëold
mistige möras; men ne αιηηοη
hwyder hel-rünan hwyrftum scrTJ>aS.

Swâ fêla fyrena fëond man-cynnes,
atol än-gengea, oft gefremede,
heardra hÿnSa. Heorot eardode,
sinc-/dge sei sweartum nihtum;
nö he J>one gif-stöl grëtan moste, 
mâJ>Sum for Metode, nê his myne wisse. 
Pæt wæs wrâèc micel wine Scyldinga, 
modes brecSa. Monig oft gesæt
rice tö rüne, rftd eahtedon,
hwæt swïS-ferhSum seiest wære
wiS fâèr-gryrum tö gefremmanne.
Hwllum hïe gehëton æt hærg-trafum 
wIg-weorJ?unga wordum bædon, 
pæt him gâst-bona gëoce gefremede
wiS t)ëod-t)rëaum. Swylc wæs Jîëaw hyra,
h£j>enra hyht; helle gemundon
in môd-sefan, Metod hïe ne cityon, 
d£da Dëmend, ne wiston hïe Drihten God,
nê Hie hüru heofewô Helm heri an ne αφοη, 
wuldres Waldend. Wä biS pæm Se sceal 
Jmrh slïSne nïS sä wie bescûfan

frôfre ne wënan,
Wël biÔ J)æm J>e mot 

Drihten sëcean
freoSo wilnian! 

maga Healfdenes

in fÿres fæ)?m, 
wihte gewendan! 
æfter dëaS-dæge 
ond tö Fæder fæj?mum 

Swâ Sâ mæl-ceare
singâla sëaS, ne mihte snotor hæleS

158b MS. banum: em. Kemble.
159a Loss at edge of MS. restored by Rieger. 
175b MS. hrærg trafum: em. Grundtvig.
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wëan onwendan; wæs pæt gewin tô swÿÔ,
1 âj> ond longsum, pe on 5a lêode becôm, 
nÿd-wracu ηψ-grim, niht-bealwa mæst.

Pæt fram hâm gefrægn Higelâces }>egn, 
gôd mid Gëatum, Grendles d£da; 
së wæs mon-cynnes mægenes strengest 
on p£m dæge )>ysses lïfes, 
æj?ele ond ëacen. Hët him ÿS-lidan

cwæ5, hë güÔ-cyning 
sëcean wolde, 
pâ him wæs manna J>earf.

snotere ceorlas 
pëah hê him It of w£re; 

hœl scëawedon.

gödne gegyrwan; 
ofer swan-räde 
m£me Jrëoden, 
Done sî5-fæt him 
lyt-hwön logon 
hwetton hige-röfne,
Hæfde se goda Gëata lëoda 
cempan gecorone J?âra p t  hê cênoste 
findan mihte; fïf-tÿna sum 
sund-wudu sôhte secg wlsade 
lagu-cræftig mon land-gemyrcu.

Fyrst forÔ gewât; flota wæs on ÿSum, 
bât under beorge. Beomas gearwe 
on stefn stigon; strëamas wundon

secgas bæron 
beorhte frætwe 

guman üt scufon 
wudu bundenne.

Gewât pä ofer wSg-holm winde gefysed 
flota fâmî-heals, fugle gelïcost, 
oÔpæt ymb ân-tïd, ôj>res dôgores, 
wunden-stefna gewaden hæfde, 
pxt 5â H5ende land gesâwon, 
brim-clifu blïcan, beorgas stëape,

pâ. wæs sund liden, 
Panon up hraöe 

on wang stigon,

sund wi5 sande; 
on bearm nacan 
güÔ-searo geatolïc; 
weras on wil-sïô

side sæ-næssas; 
ëoletes æt ende. 
Wedera lëode

204a “rofne” now entirely gone, but deduced from errors in the Thorkelin 
transcripts. See Malone. PMLA 64 (1949), 1195.
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ΠΠ

sft-wudu s&ldon —syrcan hrysedon, 
göÖ-gewÄdo—  Gode j?ancedon
J>æs pc him yÖ-läde ëaSe wurdon.

Pä of wealle geseah weard Scildinga 
së pe Λο/m-clifu healdan scolde
heran ofer bolcan beorhte randas
fyrd-searu füslicu; hine fyrwyt bræc
möd-gehygdum hwæt pä men wÄron.
Gewät him pä tö waroÖe wiege ηάαη 
J>egn HröÖgäres, J?rymmum ewehte
mægen-wudu mundum, me)?el-wordum frægn: 
“Hwæt syndon gë searo-hæbbendra,
bymum werede, pQ J?us brontne cëol
ofer lagu-strfite léëdan cwômon,
hider ofer holmas? [Ic hwi]le wæs 
ende-s&ta, Sg-wearde hêold, 
pê on land Dena lâSra n£nig
mid scip-herge sceS}>an ne meahte.

cuman ongunnon 
nê gë lêafnes-word 

gearwe ne wisson,
N£fre ic märan geseah 

Sonne is ëower sum, 
nis pæt seld-guma 

wæpnum geweorSad—  n£fre him his wlite lêoge,
SènlIc ansyn! Nu ic ëower sceal 

&T gë fyr heonan, 
on land Dena 

Nü gë feor-böend, 
mîn[n]e gehÿraS 

ânfealdne gehöht: ofost is sëlest
tö gecÿSanne Awanan ëowre cyme syndon.”

Him se yldesta andswarode,
werodes wïsa, word-hord onlëac:

Nô hër cüSlïcor 
lind-hæbbende, 
güS-fremmendra 
mâga gemëdu. 
eorla ofer eorJ?an 
secg on searwum;

frum-cyn witan, 
lëas-scêaweras, 
furjmr fëran. 
mere-lîôende,

240b MS. holmas le wæs: em. Kaluza.
250b Usually em. næf[n]e ‘unless,* but I follow Robinson, TSL 11 (1966), 

155-57.
255b MS. mine: em. Kemble.
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“Wê synt gum-cynnes Gëata lëode 
ond Higelâces heorÔ-genëatas. 
Wæs min fæder foleum gecÿ]?ed,
æj?ele ord-fruma EcgJ?ëow hâten;
gebâd wintra wom 
gamol of geardum; 
witena wël-hwylc 
Wë \>urh holdne hige 
sunu Healfdenes,

sb T hë on weg hwurfe, 
hine gearwe geman 

wide geond eorj>an.
hlâford J?ïnne, 

sëcean cwômon, 
lëod-gebyrgean: wes pü üs lârena gôd!
HabbaÔ wë tô J?æm mæran micel £rende 
Deniga frëan; ne sceal pâbr dyme sum 
wesan, J?æs ic wëne. Pü wâst—gif hit is
swâ wë sô}?lïce seegan hÿrdon—
}>æt mid Scyldingum 
dêogol dæd-hata, 
ëaweÔ |>urh egsan 
hÿnÔu ond hrâ-fyl. 
pmh rümne sefan 
hü hë frôd ond gôd 
gyf him edwendan

sceadona ic nât hwylc, 
deorcum nihtum 
uncüffne nïÔ 
le J?æs HröÖgär mæg 

r£d gelSran 
fëond oferswÿÔeJ?,

£fre scolde
bealuwa bisigu, bot eft cuman,
ond J?â cear-wylmas côlran wurftaj>; 
oÖÖe ä syjröan earfoÖ-J?räge,
J>rëa-nÿd po\atSf J?enden pâbr wunaÖ 
on hëah-stede hüsa sëlest.”

Weard maJ>elode, 
ombeht unforht: 
scearp scyld-wiga 
worda ond worca, 
le pæt gehÿre, 
frëan Scyldinga. 
wâëpen ond gewSdu; 
Swylce ic magu-J?egnas

r on wiege sæt, 
“Æghwæ}>res sceal 
geseäd witan, 
së pe wël J>ence5. 

pxt pis is hold weorod 
GewItaJ? forö beran 

ic êow wlsige. 
mine hâte

wiÖ fëonda gehwone flotan ëoweme, 
nïw-tyrwydne nacan on sande 
ärum healdan, optSxt eft byreö 
ofer lagu-strëa/was lëofne mannan
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wudu wunden-hak to Weder-mearce,
göd-fremmendra swylcum gifej?e biÖ
pæt pone hilde-ræs häl gedlgeÖ.”

Gewiton him pâ. fëran. Flota stille bäd 
seomode on s[â]le sîd-fæj>med $rip 
on ancre fæst. Eoforlïc scionon
ofer hlêor-beran, gehroden golde;
fâh ond fyr-heard, ferh-wearde hëold 
gü}?-môd gr[î]mmon. Guman ônetton,
sigon ætsomne, oppæt hÿ i[s]æl timbred,
geatolîc ond gold-fâh ongyton mihton, 
pæt wæs fore-maërost fold-buendum
receda under roderum on pxm  se rïca bâd; 
lïxte se lëoma ofer landa fêla.
Him pa. hilde-dëor [Â]of môdigra 
torht getæhte, pæt hie him tô mihton 
gegnum gangan; güS-beoma sum
wieg gewende, word æfter cwæft:
“Mæl is mê tô fëran; Fæder alwalda
mid âr-stafum ëowic gehealde
sïôa gesunde! Ic tô s£ wille,

V wiô wrâS werod wearde healdan.”
Λ StrSt wæs stân-fâh, stlg wlsode
'  gumum ætgædere. GûÔ-byme scan,

heard, hond-locen, hring-ïren scîr
song in searwum, pâ. hle tô sele furSum 
in hyra gryre-geatwum gangan cwômon. 
Setton s£-mêj>e side scyldas,
rondas regn-hearde, wi& pæs recedes weal; 
bugon pâ. tô bence, byman hringdon,
gûÔ-searo gumena. Garas stôdon,
sS-manna searo, samod ætgædere,

330 æsc-holt ufan gr£g; wæs se Iren-J?rëat
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302a MS. sole: em. EttmüUer.
306a MS. grummon: em. Sedgefield. 
307b MS. s i: em. Kemble.
312b MS. of: em. Kemble.
322b MS. hæle]>um: em. Grein.
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wæpnum gewurj>ad. pä  Ö£r wlonc hæle<5 
öret-mecgas æfter æ[/>]e[/]um frægn:
“Hwanon ferigeaÖ gë fætte scyldas, 
græge syrcan ond grîm-helmas,

335 here-sceafta hëap? Ic eom HröÖgäres
är ond ombiht. Ne seah ic etyëodige 
pus manige men mödigllcran.
Wên’ ic pæt gë for wlenco, nalles for wrSc-sIÔum, 
ac for hige-/>rymmum HröÖgär sôhton.”

340 Him pä ellen-rôf andswarode,
wlanc Wedera lëod, word æfter spræc, 
heard under helme: “Wë synt Higelâces
bëod-genëatas; Bëowulf is min nama.
Wille ic âsecgan sunu Healfdenes,

345 m&rum Jrëodne min Srende,
aldre J>ïnum, gif hë üs geunnan wile
pæt wë hine swâ gôdne grëtan môton.”
Wulfgär ma)?elode; pæt wæs Wendla lëod, 
wæs his môd-sefa manegum gecÿÔed,

350 wig ond wisdom: “le pæs wine Deniga
frëan Scildinga frînan wille, 
bëaga bryttan, swâ pü bëna eart,
Jrëoden m£me, ymb Jnnne sIÖ,
ond pë pä. andsware £dre gecÿÔan,

355 Ôe më se göda ägifan J>enceÔ.”
Hwearf pä hrædlïce pær HröÖgär sæt, 

eald ond unhâr mid his eorla gedriht;
ëode ellen-rôf pæt hë for eaxlum gestôd 
Deniga frëan: cüj>e hë dugufte )>ëaw.

360 Wulfgâr maÔelode tô his wine-drihtne:
“Hër syndon geferede, feorran cumene
ofer geofenes begang Gëata lëode;
J?one yldestan ôretanecgas
Bëowulf nemnaÔ. Hÿ bënan synt,

365 J?æt hïe, Jrëoden mïn, wiδ pë môton

339a MS. ^rymmum rests only on the self-correction of Thorkelin A. See 
Malone, PMLA 64 (1949), 1196.
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wordum wrixlan, nö <5ü him wearae getëoh 
Sinra gegn-cwida, glæd-man HröÖgär:
hÿ on wlg-getäwum wyrÖe }>inceaÖ 
eorla geæhtlan; hüru se aldor dëah, 
sê päbm heaÖo-rincum hider wlsade.”

HröÖgär maj?elode, heim Scyldinga:
“Ic hine cöÖe cniht-wesende; 
wæs his eald-fæder Ecgj>ëo hâten,
Ôæm tô hâm forgeai HrêJ?el Gêata
ângan dohtor; is his eafora nü 
heard hêr cumen, sôhte holdne wine!
Donne sægdon pxt s£-lî}>ende,
pâ Ôe gif-sceattas Gêata fyredon
}?yder tô J?ance, pxt hê Jmtiges 
manna mægen-cræft on his mund-gnpo,
heaJ?o-rôf, hæbbe. Hine hälig God
for är-stafum üs onsende
tö West-Denum, pxs ic wên hæbbe,
wiö Grendles gryre. Ic pæm gödan sceal

mâdmas bëodan. 
hat in gän 
samod ætgædere; 

gesaga him ëac wordum pæt hie sint wil-cuman 
Deniga lëodum.” [Pä tö dura healle
Wulf gär ëode,\ word inné âbëad:
“Êow hët secgan sige-drihten min,
aldor Éast-Dena, pxt hë ëower æj>elu can,
ond gë him syndon ofer sS-wylmas
heard-hicgende, hider wil-cuman.
Nü gë möton gangan in ëowrum güÖ-getäwum 
under here-grïman, HröÖgär geseon;
lætaÔ hilde-bord hër onbidian,

for his môd-)>ræce 
Bëo Ôü on ofeste, 
sëon sibbe-gedriht

375b MS. eaforan: em. Kemble.
389b-390a No gap in MS: conjectural restoration by Grein as adapted by 

Wrenn.
395b MS. gu$ geata wum: em. Ettmüller.
397b Originally MS. onbidina in error for “o n b i d i a n with smudged 

erasure of “n” after the “di”; thus Malone, NC, p. 55. Other scholars see the 
altered “in** as erased “m** and read “ontfdan.”



72 Beowulf

400

405

410

415

420

425

430

wudu, wæl-sceaftas,
Äräs j>ä se rica, 

J?ryÔlîc J?egna heap; 
heaôo-rëaf hëoldon 
Snyredon ætsomne 
under Heorotes hrôf; 
heard under helme, 
Bëowulf maÖelode 
searonet seowed 
“Wæs J>ü, HröÖgär, hâl! 
mæg ond mago-Segn;

worda geringes.” 
ymb hine rinc manig, 

sume p&r bidon 
swâ him se hearâa. bebêad. 

pâ secg wîsode,
[ëode hilde-dêor,]

)>æt hë on hëoSe gestôd. 
—on him byme scân, 

smiles or]>ancum:
le eom Higelâces 

hæbbe ic m£r3a fêla
ongunnen on geogo)>e. Më wearS Grendles \>mg
on mïnre ëj^el-tyrf undyme cüÔ;
secgaÔ sæ-lïSend J>æt J?æs sele stande,
reced sëlesta rinça gehwylcum
ïdel ond unnyt, siÖÖan âèfen-lëoht
under heofenes hâdor beholen weorJ>e&
Pâ më J?æt gel&rdon lëode mine, 
pâ sëlestan, snotere ceorlas,
Jrêoden HrôSgâr, J?æt ic J>ë sôhte, 
forban hîe mægenes cræft mine cü)?on, 
seife ofersâwon Sa ic of searwum cwôm 
fâh from fëondum J>£r ic fîfe geband 
ÿÔde eotena cyn, ond on ÿÔum slôg 
niceras nihtes, nearo-J?earfe drëah,
wræc Wedera ηϊδ 
forgrand gromum; 
wi5 J>âm âglæcan, 
8ing wiô J?yrse. 
brego Beorht-Dena, 
eodor Scyldinga,

—wëan âhsodon— 
ond nû wit5 Grendel sceal, 
âna gehëgan 

le  pê nu Sa, 
biddan wille, 

ânre bëne,
pxt Sü më ne forwyme, wïgendra hlëo, 
frëo-wine /olea, nö ic pus feorran côm, 
pæt ic môte âna, [ond] mïnra eorla gedryht, 
)>es hearda hëap, Heorot f£lsian.

403b No gap in MS: conjectural restoration by von Schaubert 
431b “ond** shifted by Kemble from before **>es” in 432.
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Hæbbe ic êac geähsod, J?æt sê sëglâèca 
for his won-hÿdum wæpna ne recceô.
Ic pæt )>onne forhiege, swâ më Higeläc sie, 
min mon-drihten, modes blïÔe,
pæt ic sweord bere optSc sïdne scyld, 
geolo-rand tô gü)?e, ac ic mid grâpe sceal 
fön wiÖ fëonde ond ymb feorh sacan, 
läÖ wiÔ lâ)?um; Sær gelÿfan sceal 
Dryhtnes dôme së pe hine dëaÔ nimeft.
Wën’ ic pæt hë wille, gif hë wealdan mot,
in p&m güft-sele Gëatena lëode
etan unforhte, swâ hë oft dyde,
mægen Hrëft-manna. Nâ pû mînne J?earft
hafalan hÿdan, ac hë më habban wile
d[r]ëore fâhne, gif mec dëaÔ nimeÔ;
byreô blôdig wæl, byrgeaw )?enceÔ,
eteô ân-genga unmumlïce,
mearcaÖ mör-hopu; nö Ôü ymb mines ne J>earft
lices feorme leng sorgian!
Onsend Higelâce, gif mec hild nime,
beadu-scrüda betst, pæt mine brëost were#, 
hrægla sëlest; pæt is Hr£dlan lâf,
Wëlandes geweorc. G£# â wyrd swâ hïo scel.” 

HröÖgär ma)>elode, helm Scyldinga:
“F[or gewyr]htum J?ü, wine mm Bëowulf,
ond for âr-stafum üsic sôhtest.
Geslôh J?ïn fæder fæh<5e m£ste,
wear)? hë Hea)?olâfe tô hand-bonan
mid Wilfingum; Sâ hine [w]âra cyn
for here-brôgan habban ne mihte.
Panon hë gesöhte SöÖ-Dena foie 
ofer ÿÔa gewealc, Är-Scy/dinga;

443b The third letter of “Gëatena” is “a” altered from “o”: Malone, NC, 
p. 56. Wrenn reads “Gëotena” as an Anglian form.

447a MS. deore: em. Kemble.
457a MS. fere fyhtum: em. Trautmann.
461b MS. gara cyn: em. Thorpe, newly supported by Joseph Tuso, MLQ 

29 (1968), 259-62.
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<5ä ic furtum wëold folce Deniga 
ond on geogoSe hêold gimme-rîce, 
hord-burh hæle|?a; Sa wæs Heregär dead, 
min yldra m£g nnlifigende, 
beam Healfdenes; së wæs betera Sonne ic! 
SiSSan pä fôhSe fêo ]?ingode;
sende ic Wylfingum ofer wæteres hrycg 
ealde mädmas; hë më ä)>as swör.
Sorh is më tö secganne on sefan mlnum 
gumena âèngum, hwæt më Grendel hafaS
hÿnSo on Heorote mid his hete-t> ancum, 

is min flet-werod, 
hïe wyrd forswëop 
God tap t mæg 

dæda getwSfan! 
bëore druncne 

öret-mecgas,

fôr-nîSa gefremed; 
wïg-hêap gewanod; 
on Grendles gryre. 
pont dol-sceaSan 
Fui oft gebëotedon 
ofer ealo-w£ge
)>æt hïe in bëor-sele bïdan woldon
Grendles gü|?e mid gryrum ecga.
Donne wæs J?êos medo-heal on morgen-tïd, 
driht-sele drëor-fâh, J?onne dæg lixte,
eal benc-J>elu blöde bestÿmed,
heall heorw-drëore; âhte ic holdra pÿ l£s 
dëorre duguSe, p t pâ dëaS fomam.
Site nû tô symle ond ons£l meoto, 
sige-hrëS secgnm, swâ pm  sefa hwette.” 

pâ  wæs Gêat-mæcgum geador ætsomne 
on bëor-sele benc gerymed; 
pSbr swlS-ferh{>e sittan ëodon,
}?rÿSum dealle. pegn nytte behëold,
së l>e on handa bær hroden ealo-wæge, 
scencte scîr wered; scop hwïlum sang 
hâdor on Heorote; pær wæs hæleSa drëam, 
duguS unlÿtel Dena ond Wedera·

465b MS. deninga: em. Thorpe.
490a MS. secgwm from Malone, NC, p. 57. The trans, fôllows J. W. Bright, 

MLN 31 (1916), 217-23. Wrenn reads: on s*l meoto /  sige hrêÔ-secg[a] ‘in 
due time attend to the victories of glorious warriors,* i.e., listen to Danish lays.
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UnferÖ maJ>elode, Ecgläfes beam,
J?e æt fötum sæt frëan Scyldinga, 
onband beadu-rüne— wæs him Bëowulfes siÖ,
mödges mere-faran, micel æfj?unca 
ίοφοη J>e hë ne üj?e J>æt £nig öfter man 
£fre mærfta J?on mä middan-geardes
gehëdde under heofenum J?onne hë sylfa:
“Eart )>ü së Bëowulf, së ]>e wift Brecan wunne, 
on sidne sä ymb sund flite,
Ö&t git for wlence wada cunnedon
ond for dol-gilpe on dëop wæter 
aldrum në)>don? Në inc £nig mon, 
në lëof në 1 âft, belëan mihte
sorh-fullne sîft, J?â gît on sund rëon;
J)Sr git ëagor-strëam earmum J>ehton,
mSton mere-strÂta mundum brugdon,
glidon ofer gâr-secg; geofon ÿ}?um wëol,
wintrys wylm[um], Git on wæteres aht

hë J?ë æt sunde oferflât, 
p â  hine on morgen-tïd 

holm up ætbær; 
swæsne ëj?el, 

lond Brondinga,
]>£r hë foie âhte,

Bëot eal wift J>ë 
sôde gelöste.

wyrsan gej>ingea 
gehw£r dohte

seofon niht swuncon; 
hæfde mare mægen. 
on Hea|>o-R£mes 
ftonon hë gesôhte 
lëof his lëodum, 
freofto-burh fægere, 
burh ond bëagas. 
sunu Bëanstânes 
Donne wëne ic tô J>ë 
ftëah )>ü heafto-ræsa
grimre güfte, gif J>ü Grendler dearst 
niht-longne fyrst nëan bïdan."

Bëowulf ma)?elode, beam EcgJ>ëowes:
“Hwæt \>ü worn fêla, wine min Unferft,
bëore druncen ymb Brecan sprSce,

499a MS. HVN ferff: em. Rieger, as also in 530, 1165, 1488. Apparently 
the scribe succumbed to the analogy of other Germanic names such as Hun- 
lafing 1143.

516a MS. wylm: em. Kluge.
530b MS. hun fen*.
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SöÖ ic talige 
märan ähte,

Öonne &rûg ö)>er man. 
cniht-wesende 
wæron bëgen pä git 
pæt wit on gär-secg üt 

ond pæt geæfndon swä. 
Hæfdon swurd nacod, pä wit on sund rëon, 
heard on handa; wit une wiö hron-fixas 

Nö he wiht fram me 
flëotan meahte,

nö ic fram him wolde. 
on sSb wæron 

oppæt une flöd tödräf 
wedera cealdost, 

ond nor)>an-wind

sægdest from his sïfte. 
J?æt ic mere-strengo 
earfeJ>o on ÿ}>um,
Wit pæt gecwSdon 
ond gebêotedon— 
on geogoÔ-fëore— 
aldrum nëÔdon

werian jrôhton. 
flôd-ÿf)um feor 
hraJ>or on holme, 
Dä wit ætsomne 
fif nihta fyrst, 
wado weallende, 
nîpende niht,
heaSo-grim ondhwearf. Hrêo wSron ÿj?a, 
wæs mere-fixa môd onhrêred;
p&T më wiÖ läÖum 
heard, hond-locen, 
beado-hrægl brôden 
golde gegyrwed. 
fâh fëond-scafta, 
grim on grâpe; 
pæt ic âglâècan

lîc-syrce min, 
helpe gefremede, 

on brëostum læg 
Më tö gründe tëah 
fæste hæfde

hwæj?re më gyfej?e wearS 
orde gerShte,

hilde-bille; heaJ>o-r£s fomam 
mihtig mere-dëor }>urh mine hand. 

“Swâ mec gelôme lâÔ-getëonan
J>rêatedon J?earle. 
dëoran sweorde, 
Næs hîe Sâêre fylle 
män-fordädlan, 
symbel ymb-sSton 
ac on mergenne

Ic him Renode 
swä hit gedêfe wæs.

gefëan hæfdon, 
pæt hîe mê J>êgon, 

sS-grunde nëah; 
mëcum wunde 

be yÖ-läfe uppe lSgon, 
sv/eo[r]dum âswefede, pæt sy<5j?an nâ

567a MS. swtodum from Thorkelin A only: em. Kemble.
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ymb brontne ford brim-lïftende
lâde ne letton. Lëoht ëastan cöm, 
beorht bêacen Godes, brimu swa)?redon,
pæt ic s£-næssas gesëon mihte
windige weallas. Wyrd oft nereö
unf&gne eorl, ]?onne his eilen dëah.
Hwæ}>ere më gesalde, pæt ic mid sweorde ofslôh
niceras nigene. Nô ic on niht gefrægn
under heofones hwealf heardran feohtan,
në on ëg-strëamum earmran mannon;
hwa)>ere ic fâra feng fëore gedïgde
sîj>es wërig. Dâ mec s & oJ?bær,
flôd æfter faroÖe on Finna land
w[fl]du weallendu. Nô ic wiht fram pë
swylcra searo-nlSa secgan hÿrde,
billa brôgan. Breca n&fre gît
æt heaÖo-läce, nê gehwæ)?er incer,
swâ dëorlîce dæd gefremede
fâgum sweordum —nô ic pæs [fêla] gylpe—
pëah $ü jûnum bröÖrum tö banan wurde,
hëafod-mSgum; pæs pü in helfe scealt
werhSo drëogan, J?ëah J?în w it duge.
Secge ic pë to söÖe, sunu Ecg/d/es,
pæt nSfre Gre[n]del swâ fêla gryra gefremede,
atol SglSca ealdre Jnnum,
hÿnÔo Heorote, gif pïn hige wSre,
sefa swâ searo-grim, swâ pü self talast;
ac hê hafaS onfunden pæt hë pü fæhÔe ne ]>earf,
atole ecg-J?ræce ëower lëode
swIÔe onsittan, Sige-Scyldinga;
nymeÔ nÿd-bâde, n£negum âra5
lëode Deniga, ac hë lust wigeö,
swefeÖ ond s[nê]dej>, secce ne wënej>

581a MS. wudu: em. Grundtvig.
586b No gap in MS: supplied by Grein.
591a MS. gre del: em. Thorkelin.
600a MS. sendet): em. Rudolph Imelmann, ESt 66 (1932), 324 ff. The 

MS. form could mean “sends (to death).**
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tö Gär-Denum. 
eafoÖ ond eilen 
güj?e gebêodan. 
tö medo mödig, 
ofer ylda beam 
sunne swegl-wered

Ac ic him Gëata sceal 
ungeära nü 
GæJ? eft sê pe möt 
si)?J?an morgen-lëoht 
öj?res dögores, 

süj?an scîneÔ!”
\>ä wæs on sälum sinces brytta, 

gamol-feax ond güÖ-röf; gëoce gelÿfde 
brego Beorht-Dena, gehÿrde on Bêowulfe
folces hyrde fæst-r£dne ge)>öht.
Dafer wæs hælej>a hleahtor, hlyn swynsode, 
word wæron wynsume. Ëode WealhJ?ëow forö, 
cwën HröÖgäres cynna gemyndig; 
grëtte gold-hroden guman on healle, 

ful gesealde 
ë)?el-wearde; 
æt psbre bëor-pege, 

hë on lust gej>eah

ond pä frëolïc wïf 
Srest Ëast-Dena 
bæd hine bllÖne 
lëodum lëofne;
symbel ond sele-ful sige-rôf kyning. 
Ymb-ëode pä ides Helminga 
duguj?e ond geogo)>e û&l Sghwylcne
sinc-fato sealde 
pæt hïo Bëowulfe, 
mode gelungen 
grëtte Gëata lëod, 
wïs-fæst wordum, 
pæt hëo on Ænigne 
fyrena fröfre. 
wæl-rëow wiga, 
ond pä gyddode

oppæt sâèl âlamp, 
bëag-hroden cwën 

medo-ful ætbær,
Gode J>ancode 
pæs t5e se willa gelamp, 

eorl gelÿfde 
Hë J?æt ful gej>eah, 

œt B'ealh^ëon, 
gü)?e gefysed\

Bëowulf ma)?elode, beam EcgJ?ëowes:
“le pæt hogode, pä ic on holm gestäh, 
sÄ-bät gesæt mid mmra seega gedriht, 
p&t ic ânunga ëowra lëoda 
willan geworhte, oJ?Öe on wæl crange, 
fëond-grâpum fæst. Ic gefremman sceal 
eorlic eilen, oJ?Se ende-dæg
on pisse meodu-healle mlnne gebidan.” 
Dam wife pä word wël licodon,
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640 gilp-cwide Gëates; gode gold-hroden
frëolicu folc-cwên to hire /rëan sittan.

Pä wæs eft swä £ r inné on healle 
J>ryS-word sprecen, 8ëod on s&lum, 
sige-folca swëg, opp&\ semninga 
sunu Healfdenes sëcean wolde 
ôfen-ræste; wiste J>£m ähläcan 
tö p&m hëah-sele hilde gej?inged,
siSSan hie sunnan lêoht gesëon meahton, 
op 8e nlpende niht ofer ealle, 
scadu-helma gesceapu scriöan cwöman,
wan under wolcnum. Werod eall ârâs.
[Ge]grëtte J>ä guma ö]>erne,
HröÖgär Bëowulf, ond him hfcl âbëad, 
wln-æmes geweald, ond pxt word âcwæS:
“Nftfre ic Snegum men &τ âlÿfde, 
sit>Öan ic hond ond rond hebban mihte,
8rÿ}>-æm Dena bûton pè nö $â.
Hafa nu ond geheald hüsa sëlest, 
gemyne mærfco, mægen-ellen cÿÔ,
waca wi8 wrâjwm! Ne biS pê wilna gâd 
gif pH pæt ellen-weorc aldre gedîgest.”

Dâ him Hrô|>gâr gewât mid his hælej?a gedryht, 
eodur Scyldinga üt of healle;
wolde wîg-fruma Wealh]>ëo sëcan, 
cwën tô gebeddan. Hæfde Kyning-wuldor 

swâ guman gefrungon, 
sundor-nytte behëold 

eoton-weard’ âbëad. 
geome truwode 
Metodes hyldo. 

îsem-byman
sealde his hyrsted sweord,

Grendle tôgëanes, 
sele-weard âseted; 
ymb aldor Dena,
Huru Gëata lëod 
môdgan mægnes,
Dâ hë him of dyde 
helm of hafelan,
Irena cyst, ombiht-)>egne, 
ond gehealdan hët hilde-geatwe.
Gespræc pä se goda gylp-worda sum,
Bëowulf Gëata, &t hë on bed stige:

652a MS. grette: em. Gnmdtvig.
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•‘No ic mê an here-wæsmun hnägran talige 
gû|?-geweorca, porme Grendel hine; 
forj?an ic hine sweorde swebban nelle,
aldre benêotan, 
Nât hê para göda, 
rand gehëawe, 
nïj>-geweorca; 
secge ofersittan, 
wlg ofer wæpen,

pêah ic eal mæge.
pæt hê mê ongëan slëa,

|?ëah 5e hê rôf sie 
ac wit on niht sculon 

gif h[ë] gesëcean dear 
ond siptSan wltig God 

on swâ hwæj?ere hond, hâlig Dryhten 
m£rôo dëme, swâ him gemet J>ince.”
Hylde hine )>â heaJ?o-dëor, hlëor-bolster onfëng 
eorles andwlitan, ond hine ymb monig 
snellïc sâ-rinc sele-reste gebëah.
NSnig heora pôhte pæt hê J?anon scolde
eft eard-lufan afefre gesëcean,
foie o|>Ôe frëo-burh, pær hë âfëded wæs;
ac hîe hæfdon gefrünen pæt hle &r tô fêla micles
in p&m wîn-sele wæl-dëaÔ fomam,
Denigea lëode. Ac him Dryhten forgeaf
wïg-spëda gewiofu, Wedera lêodum,
frôfor ond fultum, pæt hîe fëond heora 
Ôurh ânes cræft ealle ofercômon,
selfes mihtum. SôS is gecÿj>ed,

manna cynnes 
Côm on wanre niht 

Scëotend swâêfon, 
healdan scoldon, 
pæt wæs yldum cup9 
pâ Metod nolde, 

under sceadu bregdan, 
wrâ)?um on andan

pæt mihtig God 
weold wide-ferhö. 
scrIÖan sceûdu-genge. 
pâ pæt hom-reced 
ealle böton ânum. 
pæt hîe ne môste, 
se syn-scaj?a 
ac hë wæccende
bâd bolgen-môd 

L Dâ côm of more 
Grendel gongan,

beadwa geringes.
under mist-hleojmm 

Godes yrre bær;

684b MS. bet: em. Kemble.
702a Edge of MS. entirely gone, but “ride” in Thorkelin A, who made 

ninety-six errors of “r” for “w.”
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mynte se män-scaÖa manna cynnes
sumne bisyrwan in sele j?am hêan.
Wöd under wolcnum to J?æs p t he wm-reced, 
gold-sele gumena, gearwost wisse, 
fættum fâhne. Ne wæs J>æt forma sîS
pæt hë HrôSgâres hâm gesôhte; 
næfre hë on aldor-dagum ær ne si))dan 
heardran hæle, heal-Segnas fand.
Cöm pâ to recede rinc sïSian
drëamum bedæled. Dum söna onam 
îÿi-ben&nm fæst syjröan hë hire folmum [ge]hrän; 
onbr£d pä bealo-hÿdig, Sä hë [ge]bolgen wæs, 
recedes müj?an. Rapt æfter pon
on fägne flör fëond treddode,
ëode yrre-möd; him of ëagum stöd
ligge gelïcost lëoht unfæger.
Geseah hë in recede rinça manige,
swefan sibbe-gedriht samod ætgædere,
mago-rinca hëap. \>â his môd âhlôg;
mynte J)æt hê gedælde, ær J>on dæg cwôme,
atol âgl£ca, ânra gehwylces
llf wiS lice, pâ him âlumpen wæs
wist-fylle wën. Ne wæs pœt wyrd pâ gën,
pæt hë mâ môste manna cynnes
Sicgean ofer pâ niht. PrÿS-swÿS behëold,
m£g Higelâces, hü se män-scaÖa
under fâr-gripum gefaran wolde.
Në pæt se âgl£ca yldan J?ôhte,
ac hê ge/ëng hraSe forman slSe
slæpendne rinc, slât unweamum,
bât bân-locan, blöd ëdrum dranc,
syn-sn&dum swealh; sôna hæfde
unlyfigendes eal gefeormod,
i t t  ond folma. ForÔ nëar ætstôp,

722b MS. ..hran from Malone, NC, p. 59: restored by Zupîtza.
723b “he” from Conybeare (1826). MS. ...bolgen, much faded, restored 

tentatively by Zupitza and Malone. Norman Davis would restore Uie whole 
passage as “[par a]bolgen.”
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nam J>ä mid handa hige-Jûhtigne
rinc on ræste, r&hte ongêan 
fêond mid folme; hê onfêng hraj?e 
inwit-J>ancum ond wiS earm gesæt.
Sôna \>xt onfunde fyrena hyrde, 
pxt hë ne mette middan-geardes, 
eorJ>an scêatta, on elran men 
mund-gripe mâran; hê on mode wearÖ
forht on ferhSe; nô pÿ £ r fram meahte.
Hyge wæs him hin-füs, wolde on heolster flëon, 
sêcan dëofla gedræg; ne wæs his drohtoS pâbr 
swylce hê on ealder-dagum £r gemëtte. 
Gemunde pâ se goda, mæg Higelâces, 
£fen-spr£ce, uplang âstôd 
ond him fæste wiSfêng; fingras burston; 
eoten wæs ütweard, eorl furjmr stop.
Mynte se mæra, [p]ær hë meahte swâ, 

ond on weg panon
wiste his fingra geweald 

pœt wæs gêocor sî8 
to Heorute âtëah.

Denum eallum wearS, 
cênra gehwylcum,

Yrre w£ron bëgen,
Reced hlynsode;

J>æt se wln-sele

wïdre gewindan 
flëon on fen-hopu; 
on grames grâpum; 
pxX sê hearm-sca/>a 
Dryht-sele dynede; 
ceaster-bü^ndum, 
eorlum ealu-scerwen. 
rê|?e ren-weardas. 
pâ wæs wundor micel
wiShæfde hea)?o-dêorum, pxt hë on hrûsan ne fëol,
fôger fold-bold; ac hë pxs fæste wæs
innan ond ütan ïren-bendum
searo+oncum besmi|>od. p £ r  fram sylle âbëag
medu-benc monig, mine gefrSge,
golde geregnad, p&r pâ graman wunnon.
Pæs ne wëndon &t witan Scyldinga 
pxt hit ä mid gemete manna £nig,
[h]etllc ond bân-fâg tôbrecan meahte,

762b MS. .,œr from Thorkelin A: em. EttmüUer. 
765b MS. hæt bc wæs: em. Grundtvig.
780a MS. het lie: em. Grundtvig.
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listum tölücan, nympe liges fæj?m 
swulge on swahilie. Swêg up ästäg 
nïwe geneahhe; NorS-Denum st öd 
atellc egesa, änra gehwylcum

785 pära, \>e of wealle wöp gehÿrdon,
gryre-lëoS galan Godes andsacan
sige-lëasne sang, sär wänigean 
helle hæfton. Hëold hine fæste, 
sê pe manna wæs mægene strengest

790 on p&m dæge J>ysses lîfes.
ΧΠ Nolde eorla hlêo ænige ]>inga

\>one cwealm-cuman cwicne forlstan, 
nê his llf-dagas lêoda Snigum
nytte tealde. Pær genehost brægd

795 eorl Bëowulfes ealde lâfe,
wolde frëa-drihtnes feorh ealgian, 
mæres }>ëodnes, S&t hïe meahton swâ. 
Hle pæt ne wiston, pâ hïe gewin dragon, 
heard-hicgende hilde-mecgas 

800 ond on healfa gehwone hëawan J?ôhton, 
sâwle sëcan: J?one syn-scaSan
£nig ofer eorJ?an îrenna cyst,
güÖ-billa nän grëtan nolde, 
ac hë sige-wÆpnum /orsworen hæfde,

805 ecga gehwylcre. Scolde his aldor-gedâl
on Ôæm dæge J?ysses tifes
earmlîc wurSan ond se ellor-gâst
on fëonda geweald feor sïftian.
Dâ pæt onfunde së pe fêla âêror 

810 modes myrÖe manna cynne,
fyrene gefremede —he /äg witS God—
J>æt him se lïc-homa lSstan nolde 
ac hine se môdega m£g Hygelâces
hæfde be honda; wæs gehwæj?er öÖram

815 lifigende lâS. Lïc-sâr gebâd
atol æglæca; him on eaxle wearS
syn-dolh sweotol; seonowe onsprangon,
burston bân-locan. Bëowulfe wearS
güS-hrëS gyfej?e; scolde Grendel J?onan
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820 feorh-sëoc flêon under fen-hleoÖu,

sêcean wyn-lêas wie; wiste j>ë geomor,
J?æt his aldres wæs ende gegongen, 
dôgera dæg-rïm. Denum eallum wearS 
æfter J?âm wæl-ræse willa gelumpen.

825 Hæfde J?â getelsod, së \>e £ r feorran côm, 
snotor ond swyö-ferhö, sele Hrôftgâres, 
genered wiÔ nïÔe; niht-weorce gefeh, 
ellen-mær/mm. Hæfde Èast-Denum 
Gëat-mecga lëod gilp gelæsted,

830 swylce oncÿjrôe ealle gebëtte,
inwid-sorge, J>ê hle &t drugon
ond for pria-nÿdum J>olian scoldon, 
tom unlÿtel. Pæt wæs tâcen sweotol,
syjrôan hilde-dêor hond âlegde,

835 earm ond eaxle —p&r wæs eal geador
Grendles grâpe— under gêapne hr[ôf],

ΧΠΙ Dâ wæs on morgen, mine gefræge, 
ymb f>â gif-healle güô-rinc monig;
fërdon folc-togan feorran ond nëan

840 geond wîd-wegas wundor scëawian,
lâj>es lâstas. Nô his lîf-gedâl
sârlîc J?ühte seega Snegum
Jrâra J>e tlr-lëases trode scëawode,
hü hê wërig-môd on weg J?anon,

845 nîÔa ofercumen, on nicera mere,
fôge ond geflÿmed feorh-lâstas bær.
Dær wæs on blöde brim weallende,
atol ÿÔa geswing eal gemenged
hâton heolfre, feoro-drêore wêol;

850 dëaÔ-tege dëog, siSSan drëama lêas
in fen-freoffo feorh âlegde,
hœpent sâwle; }>ær him hel onfêng.

Panon eft gewiton eaid-gesîÔas,
swylce geong monig of gomen-wâ|>e,

855 fram mere mödge mëarum rïdan,
beomas on blancum. DSr wæs Bëowulfes

836b MS. hr.. from Thorkelin B: em. Grundtvig.
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m£röo mäned; monig oft gecwæS
J?ætte süS në norS be sSbm twëonum
ofer eormen-grund ö}?er n£nig
under swegles begong sëlra nære 
rond-hæbbendra, rices wyröra.
Nê hie hum wine-drihten wiht ne logon, 
glædne HröÖgär, ac )>æt wæs gôd cyning.

Hwïlum heaf?o-rôfe hlëapan lêton,
on geflit faran fealwe mëaras,
Sær him fold-wegas fægere )>ühton, 
cystum cüSe. Hwïlum cyninges J?egn,
guma gilp-hlæden, gidda gemyndig,
sê 5e eal-fela eald-gesegena
worn gemunde, word öj?er fand
söÖe gebunden; secg eft ongan
sIÖ Bëowulfes snyttrum styrian
ond on spêd wrecan spei gerade, 
wordum wrixlan. Wël-hwylc gecwæS
pæt hê fram Sigemunde secgan hÿrde 
ellen-àêdum, uncü)>es fêla,
Wælsinges gewin, wide sïSas,
J>âra J?e gumena beam gearwe ne wiston,
f£hÔe ond fyrena, büton Fitela mid hine,
)>onne hê swulces hwæt secgan wo\de9 
êam his nefan, swâ hîe â w£ron 
æt nïfta gehwâm nÿd-gesteallan;
hæfdon eal-fela eotena cynnes
sweordum gesSged. Sigemunde gesprong
æfter dëaft-dæge dôm unlÿtel,
sy}?<5an wîges heard wyrm âcwealde,
hordes hyrde. Hê under hâme stân,
æ)?elinges beam, âna genëSde
frëcne dæde, ne w£s him Fitela mid;
hwæj>re him gesSlde, Sæt pæt swurd )?urhwôd 
wnëtlïcne wyrm, J>æt hit on wealle ætstôd,
dryhtlîc Iren; draca morÔre swealt.
Hæfde âglæca eine gegongen,
J?æt hê bëah-hordes bröcan moste
selfes dôme; saè-bât gehlëod,
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900

905
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bær on beam  scipes beorhte frætwa, 
Wælses eafera; wyrm hat gemealt.

Së wæs wreccena wide m£rost 
ofer wer-J>ëode, wlgendra hlëo, 
ellen-d£dum — hë J?æs £ r onÖäh—
siÖÖan Heremödes 
eafoÖ ond eilen; 
on fêonda geweald 
müde forsended. 
lemede tö lange; 
eallum æ(?ellingum 
Swylce oft bemearn 
swiÖ-ferhJ?es sIÖ 
sê )>e him bealwa tö 
J>æt J>æt ftëodnes beam 
fæder-æ)?elum onfön, 
hord ond hlëo-burh,

hild jweörode, 
he mid eotenum wearS 

forÖ forläcen 
Hine sorh-wylmas 
hë his lëodum wearö, 

tö aldor-ceare.
£rran m£lum 

snotor ceorl monig, 
böte gelyfde, 

gejrëon scolde, 
folc gehealdan, 

hælej?a rice,
ëj?el Scyldinga. Hë }>£r eallum wearö,
m£g Higeläces, manna cynne,

915 frëondum gefægra; hine fyren onwöd.
Hwîlum flltende fealwe strate

mëarum mæton. Dä w£s morgen-lëoht
scofen ond scynded. £ode scealc monig 
swiö-hicgende tö sele J?äm hëan,

920 searo-wundor sëon; swylce stlf  cyning 
of brÿd-büre, bëah-horda weard,
tryddode tïr-fæst getrume micle,
cystum gecÿj>ed, ond his cwën mid him

ΧΙΙΙΠ medo-stigge mæt mægj>a hôse.
^25 V Hrôftgâr ma}>elode— hë tö healle gëong

 ̂stôd on stapole, geseah stëapne hröf 
golde fâhne ond Grendles hond:
“Disse ansÿne Alwealdan J>anc
lungre gelimpe! Fêla ic lâj>es gebâd,

930 grynna æt Grendle; ä mæg God wyrcan

902a MS. earfoÔ: em. Jacob Grimm, Andreas und Elene (Cassel: Wigand, 
1840), p. 101.
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wunder æfter wundre, wuldres Hyrde.
Dæt wæs ungeâra, pæt ic Sènigra mê 
wëana ne wênde tô wïdan feore 
böte gebïdan, J?onne blöde fäh 

935 hüsa seiest heoro-drêorig stöd,
wëa wïd-scofen witena gehwylc[wm]
Sara J?e ne wëndon, pæt hïe wïde-ferhS 
lëoda land-geweorc lâjjum beweredon 
scuccum ond scinnum. Nû scealc hafaS 

940 J?urh Drihtnes miht d£d gefremede,
Ôe wë ealle œr ne meahton 
snyttrum besyrwan. Hwæt, pæt secgan mæg 
efne swâ hwylc mægj>a, swä ftone magan cende 
æfter gum-cynnum, gyf hëo gÿt lyfaÔ,

945 pæt hyre Eald-metod ëste w£re
beam-gebyrdo. Nu ic, Bëowulf, J?ec,
secg betsta, më for sunu wylle 
frëogan on ferhj>e; heald forÔ tela 
nïwe sibbe. Ne biS pê [n]&nigre gâd 

950 worolde wilna, pe ic geweald hæbbe.
Fui oft ic for lsëssan lëan teohhode,
hord-weorJ?unge hnâhran rince, 
sæmran æt sæcce. Pu pc self hafast 
dædum gefremed, pæt pin [<döm] lyfaÔ 

955 âwa tô aldre. Alwalda J>ec
gode forgylde, swâ hë nu gÿt dyde!”

Bëowulf ma|>elode, beam Ecjrëowes:
“Wë pæt ellen-weorc ëstum miclum,
feohtan fremedon, frëcne genêftdon

960 eafoÔ uncüf>es. OJ>e ic swîJ>or,
J?æt Öö hine selfne gesëon môste
fëond on frætewum fyl-wërigne!
Ic hi[ne] hrædlïce heardan clammum
on wæl-bedde wrïj>an }?ôhte,

936b MS. gehwylcne: em. Kemble.
949b MS. ænigre: em. Grein.
954b No gap in MS.; “döm" supplied by Kemble. 
963a MS. him: em. Thorpe.
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le hine ne mihte, 
ganges getwæman, 
feorh-genîfrlan; 
fêond on fëj>e.

pxt hê for [mw]nd-gripe mînum scolde 
liegean llf-bysig, bütan his lie swice.

pâ Metod nolde, 
no ic him J>æs geome ætfealh, 

wæs tô fore-mihtig 
Hwæ)?ere hê his folme forlët 

tô lïf-wraj?e lâst weardian, 
earm ond eaxle; nô p&x £nige swâ J>ëah
fêasceaft guma. frôfre gebohte; 
nô pÿ leng leofa# lâÔ-getëona 
synnum geswenced, ac hyne sâr hafaS 
in [rt]îd-gripe nearwe befongen, 
balwon bendum; tS&r âbldan sceal 
maga mâne fâh miclan dômes,
hü him scïr Metod scrïfan wille.”

Dâ wæs swïgra secg, sunu Eclâfes 
on gylp-spræce güS-geweorca, 
sij?San æj>elingas eorles cræfte
ofer hëanne hrôf hand scëawedon,
feondes fingras; foran aèghwylc wæs
steda nægla gehwylc style gelîcost,
härenes hand-sporu hilde-rinces
egl unhëoru. Æghwylc gecwæÔ 
pœt him heardra nân hrînan wolde 
ïren âèr-gôd, J?æt Ôæs âhlæcan 
blôdge beadu-folme onberan wolde.

£)â wæs hâten hrej?e Heort innanweard 
folmum gefrætwod; fêla )?æra wæs,
wera ond wîfa, pe pæt wîn-reced
gest-sele gyredon. Gold-fâg scinon 
web æfter wägum, wundor-slona fêla
seega gehwylcum |>âra pe on swylc staraô.
Wæs J>æt beorhte bold tôbrocen swIÔe, 
eal inneweard Iren-bendum fasst,

965a MS. band gripe: em. Kemble.
976a MS. mid gripe: em. Klaeber.
986b MS. hilde ends folio 154r and folio 154T starts with repeated Λι'/de, 

here deleted.
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heorras töhlidene; hröf âna genæs
ealles ansund, J?ë se âglæca 
fyren-d£dum fâg on flëam gewand, 
aldres orwëna. Nô J>æt ÿÔe byS
tô beflëonne, fremme së |?e wille, 
ac ges[ê]can sceal sâwl-berendra
nÿde genÿdde, nij)ôa beama,
grund-bûendra gearwe stôwe,
pær his lîc-homa leger-bedde fæst
swefe|? æfter symle. pâ wæs sæl ond mâfcl
J>æt tô healle gang Healfdenes sunu; 
wolde self cyning symbel J>icgan.
Ne gefrægen ic J?â mægpe mâran weorode 
ymb hyra sinc-gyfan sêl gebæran.
Bugon to bence blæd-âgû/ide,
fylle gefægon; fægere geJ>Sgon
nzedo-ful manig mâgas J>âra 
swï<5-hicgen<ie, on sele j>âm hêan,
HröÖgär ond Hrôjmlf. Heorot innan wæs 
frëondum âfylled; nalles fâcen-stafas
pëod-Scyldingas J?enden fremzdon.

Forgeaf Bëowulfe brand Healfdenes 
segen gyldenne sigores tô lëane,
hroden hil[d]e-cumbor, helm ond byman,
mære mâ$|>um-sweord manige gesâwon
beforan b torn beran. Bêowulf ge^ah 
fui on flette; nô hë J>ære feoh-gyfte 
for scôtenum scamigan ftorfte.
Ne gefrægn ic frëondllcor fëower mâdmas 
golde gegyrede gum-manna fêla
in ealo-bence öÖrum gesellan.
Ymb  J>æs helmes hrôf hëafod-beorge

1004a MS. ge sacan: em. Kemble.
1022a MS. hilte cumbor: em. Ettmiiller.
1026a MS. scôtenum: von Schaubcrt reads as dat. pi. of “scëotend” (war­

rior). Usually em. sc[ë]oten[i/]um.
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1035

wïrum bewunden 
pxt him fêla läf 
scür-heard scejrôan, 
ongêan gramum 
Heht Sä eorla hlêo

wala ütan hëold 
frëcne ne meahton 

J?onne scyld-freca 
gangan scolde. 

eahta mearas

1040

1045

fæted-hlëore on flet tëon 
in under eoderas; J>âra ânum stôd 
sadol searwum fâh, since gewmÿad;
J>æt wæs hilde-setl hêah-cyninges,
Sonne sweorda gelâc sunu Healfdenes 
efnan wolde; n£fre on ôre læg
wîd-cüj?es wîg, Sonne walu fëollon.
Ond Sâ Bëowulfe bëga gehwæj?res 
eodor Ingwina onweald getëah, 
wicga ond wæpna; hët hine wël brücan.
Swâ manlïce mâère J>ëoden,
hord-weard hælej>a hea}?o-r£sas geald
mëarum ond mâdmum, swâ hÿ n£fre man lyhS, 

XVIX së \>e secgan wile sôS æfter rihte.
1050 I gÿt £ghwylcum eorla drihten 

J J?âra pe mid Bëowulfe brim-lâde tëah, 
on J?ære medu-bence mâ|>Sum gesealde,
yrfe-lâfe, ond }>one £nne heht 
golde forgy/dan, pone Se Grendel £r 
mâne âcwealde, swâ hë hyra ma wolde, 
nefne him wïtig God wyrd forstöde
ond Sæs mannes môd. Metod eallum wëold
gumena cynnes, swâ hê nü gît dëS.
Forban biS andgit £ghw£r sëlest,
ferhSes fore-J>anc. Fêla sceal gebîdan
lëofes ond lâj>es, së pe longe hër 
on Syssum win-dagum worolde brüceS.

P £ r wæs sang ond swëg samod ætgædere 
fore Healfdenes hilde-wlsan, 
gomen-wudu grëted gid oft wrecen,
Sonne heal-gamen Hrô)>gâres scop

1055

1060

1065

1031b MS. walan: em. Ettmüller. 
1051b MS. brim leade: em. Kemble.
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æfter medo-bence mænan scolde 
[be] Fûmes eafenim, Öä hïe se far begeat: 
hæleÔ Healf-Dena, Hnæf Scyldmga,
in Frës-wæle feallan scolde.
Ne hüru Hildeburh herian J?orfte
Eotena trêowe; unsynnum wearS
beloren lëofum æt pim  [/]i[n]d-plegan
beamum ond brôôrum; hîe on gebyrd hmron 
gäre mmde; j?æt wæs geômuru ides!
Nalles hôlinga Hôces dohtor
metodsceaft bemeam, syptSan morgen cöm,
Öä hêo under swegle gesëon meahte 
morJ>or-bealo mäga, p x t  hê[o] a r  maste hêold
worolde wynne. Wîg ealle fomam
Fûmes Régnas, nemne fêaum ânum,
J?æt hë ne mehte on pæm meÔel-stede 

wiht gefeohtan 
wlge for)>ringan 
ac big him ge)>mgo budon 

eal gerÿmdon,
J?æt hîe healfre geweald

wîg Hengeste 
në p l  wëa-lâfe 
)>ëodnes Segne; 
pæt hîe him ôSer flet 
healle ond hëah-setl,
wiS Eotena beam 
ond æt feoh-gyftum

âgan môston, 
Folcwaldan sunu

dôgra gehwylce 
Hengestes hëap 
efne swâ swïSe, 
fattan goldes, 
on bëor-sele

Dene weor]>ode, 
hrmgurn wenede 
sinc-gestrëonum 

swâ hë Frësena cyn 
byldan wolde.

1068a No gap in MS.: addition by Thorpe. Thus the “ftfcr” (sudden at­
tack) is the triumphant second battle in which the Danes slaughter Finn and 
his men (1146 ff.). An alternative is to leave the text unemended, with a 
colon after 1067, and trans, thus: “Along with Finn’s sons, when the attack 
came on them, the hero of the Half-Danes, Hnæf of the Scyldings, had to 
fall.” This way “the attack” is the first battle at night, described in the 
Finnsburh Fragment. See Commentary, p. 323.

1072a' The OE. word “Eoten” (giant) is a by-name for the Frisians or 
more generally for enemies, like “Wederas” (Weathers) for the seafaring 
Geats or “Scyldingas” (descendants of Scyld) for the Danes.

1073b MS. hild plegan: em. Kemble.
1079b MS. he: em. Thorpe.



112 Beowulf

1095

1100

1105

1110

1115

1120

Dä hie getniwedon on twä healfa 
fæste frioSu-w£re. Fin Hengeste
eine unflitme äSum benemde
pæt hë J?â wëa-lâfe weotena dôme
ârum hëolde, J>æt Sær Sènig mon
wordum në worcum wâêre ne brSce, 
ne )>urh inwit-searo £fre gem&nden
Sëah hle hira bëag-gyfan banan folgedon 
Sëoden-lëase, pâ him swä ge^earfod wæs;
gyf J?onne Frÿsna hwylc frëcnen spr&ce
Sæs morJ?or-hëtes myndgiend w&re,
Jxrnne hit sweordes ecg s[î]San scolde.

ÄS wæs geæfned, ond icge gold
âhæfen of horde. Here-Scyldinga
betst beado-rinca wæs on bæl gearu.
Æt p&m âde wæs ëj?-gesÿne
swât-fâh syrce, swÿn eal-gylden, 

æ)?eling manig 
sume on wæle crungon. 
æt Hnæfes âde 

sweoloSe befæstan, 
ond on b£l don. 
ides gnomode,

GüS-rinc âstâh; 
wæl-fyra m£st, 

hafelan multon,
Sonne blöd ætspranc, 

Lïg ealle forswealg,
}>âra Se p&r gûS fomam

eofer Iren-heard, 
wundum âwyrded; 
Hët Sâ Hildeburh 
hire selfre sunu 
bân-fatu bæman 
Earme on eaxle 
geömrode giddum. 
wand tö wolcnum 
hlynode for hlâwe; 
bengeato fcwrston, 
lâS-bite lices, 
gæsta glfrost,

X V in ^ ces; wæs scacen.
1 1 2 5  > Gewiton him Sä wlgend wîca nëosian 

' frëondum befeallen, Frys-land gesëon,
hâmas ond hëa-burh. Hengest Sa gyt 
wæl-fâgne winter wunode mid Finne

1106b MS. syööan: em. Klaeber, but see Roger Dahood, MÆ 49 (1980), 1-4. 
1107b “icge” otherwise unrecorded. Trans, follows James L. Rosier, PMLA 

81 (1966), 342-46. See also line 2577.
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[ea\\ unhlitme; eard gemunde

1130 j>ëah \>t [n]e meahte on mere drifan 
hringed-stefnan; holm storme wëol,
won wiS winde, winter ÿj>e belêac
ïs-gebinde, oJ>Sæt öj>er corn
gear in geardas, swâ nü gyt dêS,

1135 J>ä Se syngäles sêle bewitiaS,
wuldor-torhtan weder. Dä wæs winter scacen, 
fæger foldan bearm. Fundode wrecca,
gist of geardum; hê tô gym-wræce
swïSor />öhte J?onne tô sS-läde,

1140 gif hê torn-gemôt )>urhtêon mihte 
pæt hê Eotena beam inné gemunde.
Swâ hê ne forwyrnde worold-rSdenne,
)?onne him Hünlâfing hilde-lëoman,
billa sêlesf, on bearm dyde;

1145 j?æs wftron mid Eotenum ecge cûSe.
Swylce ferhS-frecan Fin eft begeat
sweord-bealo sllSen æt his selfes hâm,
sÿSan grimne gripe GüSlâf ond Ôslâf
æfter sæ-sIÔe, sorge mændon,

1150 ætwiton wêana dæl; ne meahte w£fre môd 
forhabban in hre)>re. Dâ wæs heal hroden 
fêonda fêorum, swilce Fin slægen, 
cyning on cor|?re, ond sêo cwên numen. 
Scêotend Scyldinga tô scypon feredon 

1155 eal in-gesteald eorS-cyninges,
swylce hle æt Finnes hâm findan meahton 
sigla, searo-gimma. Hle on sS-lâde 
drihtlîce wîf tô Denum feredon, 
læddon tô /êodum. LêoS wæs âsungen,

1160 glëo-man/zej gyd. Garnen eft âstâh,

1128-29 MS. finnel un /  hlitme: em. Klaeber.
1130a MS. be: em. Holthausen.
1141 Trans, follows Bruce Mitchell, Neophilologus 52 (1968), 292-99. 

1151b “hroden” (decorated) often em. “roden” (reddened) to avoid 
double alliteration in second half-line.
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1165

1170

1175

1180

1185

1190

XVIII

beorhtode benc-swëg, byrelas sealdon
win of wunder-fatum. pâ cwôm Wealh}>ëo forÖ 
gân under gyldnum bëage pær pâ gödan twëgen 
sæton suhterge-fæderan; pâ gyt wæs hiera sib

ætgædere,
æghwylc öÖrum trÿwe. Swylce pær UnferJ) J>yle 
æt fötum sæt frëan Scyldinga; gehwylc hiora his

ferhj?e trëowde,
pæt hë hæfde môd micel, J?ëah p t hë his mâgum nære 
âr-fæst æt ecga gelâcum. Spræc ôâ ides Scyldinga: 
“Onfôh fissura fülle, frëo-drihten mïn, 
sinces brytta; pû on sælum wes, 
gold-wine gumena, ond tô Gëatum spræc 
mildum wordum, swä sceal man don;
bëo wiô Gëatas glæd, geofena gemyndig, 
nëan ond feorran J?ü nü hafast.
Më man sægde, pæt pû Ôè for sunu wolde 
here-ri[n]c habban. Heorot is gefælsod
bëah-sele beorh/a; brüc, (senden pû môte, 
manigra mêdo, ond )>înum mâgum læf
foie ond rice, J?onne Öö for5 scyle, 
metodsceaft sëon. Ic mînne can
glædne Hrôjmlf, pæt hë pâ geogoôe wile 
arum healdan, gyf J?ü ær ponne hë,
wine Scildinga, worold oflStest;
wëne ic pæt hë mid gode gyldan wille 
uncran eaferan, gif hë pæt eal gemon, 
hwæt wit tö willan ond tö worÖ-myndum 
umbor-wesendum âbr ârna gefremedon.”
Hwearf pâ bï bence, pær hyre byre wæron,
HrëÔrïc ond HröÖmund, ond hælej?a beam, 
giogoÖ ætgædere; J>ær se goda sæt,
Bëowulf Gëata be pæm gebrôÔrum twæm.

Him wæs fui boren ond frëond-la)?u 
wordum bewægned, ond wunden gold 
ëstum geëawed, earm-rëade twâ,

1165b MS. hun ferj>.
1176a MS. here rie: em. Kemble.
1182b Thorkelin A reads frön, presumably in error for abbreviated \>on.
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1195 hrægl ond hringa?, heals-bêaga m£st 
pära pe ic on foIdan gefrægen hæbbe.
Nænigne ic under swegle sëlran hÿrde
hord-mä[#£]um hæle)?a, syJ?Öan Häma ætwæg 
tö [pœ\re byrhtan byrig Brösinga mene,

1200 sigle ond sinc-fæt; searo-nlÖas fealh 
Eormenrlces; gecêas ëcne ræd.
Pone hring hæfde Higelâc Gëafa 
nefa Swertinges, nÿhstan slÖe,
siÖJ>an hë under segne sine ealgode,

1205 wæl-rëaf werede; hyne wyrd fomam, 
sy)>Ôan hë for wlenco wëan âhsode, 
fæhÔe tô Frÿsum. Hë J?â frætwe wæg,
eorclan-stânas ofer ÿ5a fui,
rîce Jjëoden; hë under rande gecranc.

1210 Gehwearf J?ä in Francna fæj?m feorh cyninges, 
brëost-gewâfedu ond se bëah somod;
wyrsan wïg-frecan wæl rëafeden
æfter güft-sceare; Gëata lëode
hrëa-wîc hëoldon. Heal swëge onfëng.

1215 WealhÔëo ma)>elode, hëo fore p&m werede spræc; 
“Brùc disses bëages, Bëowulf lëofa,
hyse, mid hæle, ond fisses hrægles nëot
J?ëo[d]-gestrëona, ond gepëoh tela;
cen pcc mid cræfte, ond Jjyssum cnyhtwm wes 

1220 lära ll$e; ic pê pxs lëan geman.
Ha fast pû gefëred, pxt Së feor ond nëah
ealne wïde-fer/?^ weras ehtigaÔ,
efne swâ side swä s& bebüged
wind-geard, weallas. Wes, )?enden pu lifige,

1225 xpeling, ëadig! Ic pê an tela
sinc-gestrëona. Bëo pu suna mînum
dædum gedëfe, drêam-healdende.

1198a MS. hord mad mum: cm. Grein.
1199a MS. here: em. Ettmüller.
1200b “fealh” (incurred) usually em. “fl/ëa]h” (fled) after Heinrich Leo, 

Über Beowulf (Halle: E. Anton, 1839), p. 44.
1218a MS. ]>eo ge streona: em. Grundtvig.



120 Beowulf
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1235

1240

1245

1250
xvira

1255

1260

Her is Sghwylc eorl öj?rum getrÿwe, 
modes milde, man-drihtne hol[d];
J>egnas sy/idon gej>w£re, J?ëod eal-gearo, 
druncne dry/ii-guman döö swâ ic bidde.”

Êode )>ä to setle. Pær wæs symbla cyst, 
druncon wïn weras; wyrd ne αψοη, 
geôsceaft grim[m]e, swâ hit ägangen wearÖ 
eorla manegum, syjröan Sfen cwôm, 
ond him HröÖgär gewät tö hofe sïnum, 
rice tö ræste. Reced weardode
unrlm eorla, swä hie oft ær dydon; 
benc-J?elu beredon; hit geondbræded wearS 
beddum ond bolstrum. Bëor-scealca sum
füs ond f£ge flet-ræste gebëag.
Setton him tö hëafdon hilde-randas
hord-wudu beorhtan. p s r  on bence wæs 
ofer æj>elinge ÿj>-gesêne
hea)?o-stêapa heim, Äringed byme,
J?rec-wudu Jjrymllc. Wæs pêaw hyra
J>æt hie oft w£ron an wig gearwe, 
gë æt hâm gë on herge, gë gehwæj?er )>âra 
efne swylce m£la, swylce hira man-dryhtne
|>earf gesælde; wæs sëo J?ëod tilu.

Sigon )>ä tö slSpe. Sum sâre angeald 
Æfen-ræste, swâ him fui oft gelamp 
sijrôan gold-sele Grendel warode,
unriht æfnde, oppæt ende becwôm,
swylt æfter synnum. Pæt gesÿne wear]?, 
wïd-cüj) werum, J?ætte wrecend )>â gÿt
lifde æfter lâ)>um, lange J>râge,
æfter güS-ceare. Grendles môdor,
ides, âglæc-wlf yrmj?e gemunde, 
së J?e wæter-egesan wunian scolde,
cealde strëamas, sijrôan Ca[m] wearÖ
tö ecg-banan ängan brêj?er,

1229b MS. heol: em. Tborkelin. 
1234a MS. grimne: em. Ettmüller. 
1261b MS. camp: em. Grundtvig.
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fæderen-môge; hë pâ fâg gewât,
mordre gemearcod, man-drëam flëon, 
wësten warode. panon wôc fêla
geôsceaft-gâsta; wæs J?æra Grendel sum
heoro-wearh hetelïc, së æt Heorote fand
wæccendne wer wîges bidan.
P&T him âglæca ætgræpe wearS; 
hwæj>re hë gemunde mægenes strenge,
gim-fæste gife, Se him God sealde,
ond him tô Anwaldan are gelÿfde,
frôfre ond fultum; 
gehnâêgde helle-gâst, 
drëame bedæled 
man-cynnes fëond. 
gîfre ond galg-môd

Sÿ hë J>one fëond ofercwôm, 
P  â hë hëan gewât, 

dëaj?-wîc sëon,
Ond his môdor pä gÿt 
gegân wolde 

sorh-fulne sïS, sunu [d]ëo[S] wrecan.
Côm pä tô Heorote, Sær Hring-Dene 

geond pæt sæld sw£fun. p ä  S&r sôna wearS 
edhwyrft eorlum sij?San inné fealh
Grendles môdor. Wæs se gryre l£ssa
efne swâ micle, swâ biS mægf>a cræft,
wîg-gryre wïfes, be wÄpned-men
}>onne heoru bunden, hamere gejroren,
sweord swâte fâh swïn ofer helme, 
ecgum dyhttig, andweard scireS.
Pâ wæs on healle /ieard-ecg togen,
sweord ofer setlum, sîd-rand manig 
hafen handa fæst; helm ne gemunde, 
byman side, pä hine se brôga angeat 
Hëo wæs on ofste, wolde üt ]?anon, 
fëore beorgan, pä hëo onfunden wæs.
HraSe hëo æ]>linga ânne hæfde 
fæste befangen, pä hëo tô fenne gang.
Së wæs HrôJ)gâre hælej>a fêofost
on geslSes had be s£m twëonum,
rîce rand-wiga, J>one Se hëo on ræste âbrëat,

1278b MS. fceod: em. Holthausen, but the MS. reading “to avenge the 
people of her son,*' i.e., the race of Cain, makes equally good sense.
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blSd-fæstne beom. Næs Beowulf Sät,

1300 ac wæs öj>er in £ r geteobhod
æfter mäJ>Sum-gife märum Gëate.
Hrëam wearS in Heorote; hëo under heolfre genam
cöj?e folme; cearu wæs genlwod,
geworden in wïcun. Ne wæs pæt gewrixle til,

1305 pxt hie on bä healfa bicgan scoldon 
frêonda fëorum. p ä  wæs fröd cyning,
här hilde-rinc, on hrëon möde
syS]>an hê aldor-J?egn urûyfigendne,
]>one dêorestan dëadne wisse.

1310 Hra/>e wæs tô bure Bêowulf fetod 
sigor-êadig secg. Samod Sr-dæge
êode eorla sum, æ]>ele cempa,
self mid gesïSum, \>&τ se snotira bad, 
hwæ{>re him Alwalda &fre wille 

1315 æfter wëa-spelle wyrpe gefremman.
Gang Sä æfter flore fyrd-wyrSe man 
mid his hand-scale —heal-wudu dynede—
J?æt hê J?one wîsan wordum nægie, 
frëan Ingwina; frægn gif him w£re,

1320 æfter nëod-laSu[m], niht getæse.
XX HröSgär maJ?elode, helm Scyldinga:

“Ne frîn J>ü æfter sÆlum; sorh is genlwod 
Denigea lêodum. Dead is Æschere,
Yrmenläfes yldra brôJ>or,

1325 mïn rûn-wita ond mm rifed-bora,
eaxl-gestealla, Sonne wë on orlege
hafelan weredon, }>onne hniton fë)>an,
eoferas cnysedan. Swy[lc] scolde eorl wesan,
[(æpeling\ £r-gôd, swylc JEschere wæsl

1302a MS. oîn, with the “i” inserted.
1314a MS. alf walda: em. Thorpe.
1318b MS. hnæg, with “de” from Thorkelin A and B: em. Grein; 
1320a MS. neod laöu: em. Ettmüller.
1328b MS. swy..: restored by Thorkelin.
1329a No gap in MS.: supplied by Grein.
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Wearft him on Heorote tô hand-banan 
wæl-gôst w&fre; ic ne wät hwæ[d]er 

eft-slftas tëah,
Hëo pâ fêhfte wræc, 

Grendel cwealdest 
heardum clammum, 

lêode mine 
Hê æt wîge gecrang 

ond nü ôptr cwôm
wolde hyre mæg wrecan, 

gê feor hafaft fêhfte gesfêled, 
pxs p t J?incean mæg )>egne monegum,

atol æse wlanc 
fylle gefr£gnod. 
p t  gystran niht 
pmh hæstne hâd 
forban hê tô lange 
wanode ond wyrde. 
ealdres scyldig, 
mihtig mân-scafta,

on sefan grëote)?, 
nü sêo hand /igeft, 

wilna dohte. 
lêode mine,

sê p t æfter sinc-gyfan 
hreJ?er-bealo hearde; 
sê p t  ëow wêl-hwylcra 

“/c pxt lond-büend, 
sele-rædende secgan hÿrde, 
pxt hïe gesâwon swylce twëgen 
micle mearc-stapan môras healdan,
ellor-gæstas. D£ra öfter wæs, 
pxs p t hîe gewisllcost gewitan meahton, 
idese onlîcnæs; öfter earm-sceapen 
on weres wæstmum wræc-lâstas træd,
næfne hê wæs mär a t>onne ænig man öfter;
J>one on geär-dagum Grendel nemdo[n] 

1355 fold-büende; nô hîe fæder cunnon,
hwxper him £nig wæs Sbi âcenned
dymra gâsta. Hîe dÿgel lond
warigeaft, wulf-hleobu, windige næssas,
frêcne fen-gelâd, ftær fyrgen-strëam 

1360 under næssa genipu m ptt gewïteft,
flôd under foldan. Nis pxt feor heonon 
mïl-gemearces, p x t  se mere stan[d]eft;

1331b MS. hwæher: em. Grein.
1333a Often em. to Mfylle gefægnod” (rejoiced in her feast). My trans, 

follows Wrenn.
1354b MS. ntmdod from Thorkelin A and B: em. Kemble.
1362b MS. stanffeff: cm. Thorkelin.
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ofer p&m hongiaS hrinde bearwas,
wudu wyrtum fæst wæter oferhehnaS.

1365 P&r mæg nihta gehw£m ηϊβ-wundor sëon, 
fÿr on flôde. Nô J>æs frôd leofaS 
gumena beama pæt pont grand wite.
Dêah p t  hftÖ-stapa hundum geswenced, 
heorot homum tram holt-wudu sëce,

1370 feorran geflÿmed, £ r  hê feorh seleS, 
aldor on ôfre, £ r hê in wille, 
hafelan [hydan], Nis pæt hêora stôw!
Ponon ÿô-geblond Qp àstîgeÔ 
won tô wolcnum, ponnt wind styre|>

1375 lâS gewidru, oÔJ?æt lyft drysmaj), 
roderas rêotaS. Nü is se r£d gelang 
eft æt pë ânum. Eard gît ne const, 
frëcne stôwe, 6éër |>Q findan miht 
fela-sinnigne secg; sêc gif J>ü dyrre!

1380 le J>ê pâ fôhôe fêo lêanige,
eald-gestrëonum, swâ ic £ r dyde,
wundini golde, gyf pü on weg cymest.”

XXI JSêowulf ma)>elode, beam EcgJ>êowe^:
“Ne sorga, snotor gumal Sêlre biS £ghw£m 

1385 pæt hê his frêond wrece, |>onne hê fêla mume. 
Ore äghwylc sceal ende gebïdan
worolde lïfes; wyrce së p t  môte 
dômes £ r  dêa|>e; pæt biS driht-guman 
unlifîgendum æfter sêlest.

1390 Ârîs, rîces weard, uton hiape fêran,
Grendles mâgan gang scêawigan.
Ic hit J>ê gehàte: nô hê on helm losaJ>,
nê on foldan fæj?m, nê on fyrgen-holt, 
nê on gyfenes grand, g& p£r hê wille.

1395 Dÿs dôgor J>ü ge)>yld hafa

1372a No gap in MS. but insertion mark for verb: supplied by Kemble. 
1382a MS. wun /  dini from Malone, NC, p. 68. Zupitza and Klaeber 

allow a possible wun /  dmi. Thorkelin A: rundmi; Thorkelin B: wund-dini. 
1388b MS. driht gumen, with “a” added over the “e.”
1391b MS. gang: final Mg" added above the line in a different hand.
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wêana gehwylces, swä ic J?ê wëne tö.” 
Ähleop Sä se gomela, Gode }>ancode,

mihtigan Drihtne, 
Pä wæs HröSgäre 
wieg wunden-feax. 
geatotie gende; 
lind-hæbbendra. 
æfter wald-swaj>um

\>xs se man gesprœc. 
hors gebœted,
Wlsa fengel 

gum-fë^a stop 
Lâstas wâêron 

wide gesÿne,
gang ofer grundas, gegnum för 
ofer myrcan môr, mago-J?egna bær 
J?one sëlestan sâwol-lêasne,
J?âra J?e mid HröSgäre häm eahtode. 
Oferëode J>ä æ]?elinga beam 
stëap stän-hliSo, stïge nearwe, 
enge än-paSas, uncüS geläd,

nicor-hüsa fela. 
beforan gengde 
wong scëawian, 

fyrgen-bëamas 
hleonian funde, 

wæter under stöd

neowle næssas,
Hë fëara sum 
wïsra monna, 
oppxt hë fëringa 
ofer häme stän 
wyn-lëasne wudu;
drëorig ond gedrëfed. Denum eallum wæs,
winum Scyldinga, weorce on mode
tö geJ>olianne, Segne monegum,
oncÿS eorla gehw£m, sySJ?an Æscheres
on J>äm holm-clife hafelan mëtton.
Flöd blöde wëol —folc tö s£gon—
hätan heolfre. Horn stundum song
füstïc /[yrd]-lëoS. FëJ>a eal gesæt.

Gesâwon Sä æfter wœtere wyrm-cynnes fela, 
selllce sâê-dracan sund cunnian, 
swylce on næs-hleoSum nieras //egean,
Sä on undem-mæl oft bewitigaS
sorh-fulne sîS on segl-räde,
wyrmas ond wil-dëor. Hïe on weg hruron

1424 MS. /...: restored by Karl Bouterwek, ZDA 11 (1859), 92; “gesæt" 
corrected in the scribe’s band from “geseah.”
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bitere ond gebolgne; bearhtm ongëaton, 
güÖ-hom galan. Sumne Gëata lëod
of flän-bogan fêores getwæfde,
ÿÔ-gewinnes, J?æt him on aldre stöd
here-str£l hearda; hë on holme wæs
sundes pë sænra, Öe hyne swylt fomam. 
HræJ?e wearÖ on yÖum mid eofer-sprêotum 
heoro-höcyhtum hearde genearwod,
nîfta genæged ond on næs togen 
wundorlïc wâêg-bora; weras scëawedon 
gryrelicne gist. Gyrede hine Bëowulf
eorl-gewædum, nalles for ealdre meam;
scolde here-byrne hondum gebroden,

sund cunnian, 
beorgan cüj?e, 

hrej>re ne mihte, 
aldre gesce)?Ôan;
Ziafelan werede, 

mengan scolde, 
since geweordad,

swä hine fym-dagum 
wundrum têode,

sîd ond searo-fâh, 
sêo Ôe bân-cofan 
pæt him hilde-grâp 
eorres inwit-feng 
ac se hwîta helm 
sê pe mere-grundas 
sêcan sund-gebland 
befongen frëa-wrâsnum, 
worhte wæpna smi<5,
besette swîn-lïcum, pæt hine syÔJ?an nô 
brond nê beado-mëcas bïtan ne meahton.
Næs J?æt Jjonne msëtost mægen-fultuma,
pæt him on ftearfe läh Syle HröÖgäres;
wæs pSbm hæft-mëce Hrunting nama;
pæt wæs an foran eald-gestrëona;
ecg wæs Iren, äter-tänum fäh,
âhyrded heaJ?o-swäte; næfre hit æt hilde ne swâc
manna ængum, J>âra p t  hit mid mundum bewand,
sê Öe gryre-sïftas gegân dorste,
folc-stede fâra; næs pæt forma slS
J?æt hit ellen-weorc æfnan scolde.
Hûru ne gemunde mago Ecglâfes, 
eafo}?es cræftig, J?æt hë £r gespræc 
wine druncen, pâ hë pæs wSpnes onlâh 
sëlran sweord-frecan; selfa ne dorste 
under yÖa gewin aldre genëj?an,
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ellen-wiË/tfum. Ne wæs psbm öÖrum swä
sydf?an hë hme tô güfte gegyred hæfde.

XXII Bëowulf maJ>elode, beam EcgJ?ëowes:
“Ge)?enc nü, se mæra maga Healfdenes,

1475 snottra fengel, nü ic eom sîÔes füs,
gold-wine gumena, hwæt wit geô sprScon, 
gif ic æt J?earfe J?Inre scolde
aldre linnan, pæt pû më à wære 
forô-gewitenum on fæder stæle.

1480 Wes pü mund-bora mïnum mago-J>egnum, 
hond-gesellum, gif mec hild nime;
swylce pü Öä mâdmas, p t pü më sealdest,
HröÖgar lëofa, Higelâce onsend.
Mæg ponnc on J>æm golde ongitan Gëata dryhten, 

1485 gesëon sunu Hræftles, J>onne hë on pæt sine staraÛ, 
pæt ic gum-cystum gôdne funde
bëaga bryttan, brëac J?onne môste.
Ond pü UnferÖ 1st ealde lâfe,
wrStlîc w£g-sweord, wld-cüöne man

1490 heard-ecg habban; ic më mid Hruntinge 
dôm gewyrce, oJ?Ôe mec dëaS nime5.”

Æfter pæm wordum Weder-Gëata lëod 
efste mid eine, nalas flwi/sware
bïdan wolde; brim-wylm onfëng

1495 /ï/Zde-rinc. Dâ wæs hwïl dæges,
Sr hë {?one grund-wong ongytan mehte.
Sôna pæt onfunde, së Ôe flôda begong 
heoro-gïfre behëold hund missëra,
grim ond grædig, J>æt pær gumena sum 

1500 æl-wihta eard ufan cunnode.
Grâp pâ togêanes; gûÔ-rinc gefëng
atolan clommum; nô pÿ Sr in gescôd 
hâlan lice; hring ütan ymb-bearh,
J?æt hêo )?one fyrd-hom Öurhfön ne mihte,

1505 locene leoÔo-syrcan lâ}?an fingrum.

1488a MS. hunferff.
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Bær J?ä sëo brim-wyl[/], J?ä hêo tö botme cöm,
hringa J?engel tö hofe slnum,
swä hê ne mihte, —nö hë }>æ[j] mödig wæs—
wSpna gewealdan, ac hine wundra J?æs fêla
swe[/i]cte on sunde, sæ-dëor monig
hilde-tüxum here-syrcan bræc,
ëhton äglsfecan. Da se eorl ongeat
j>æt hë [in] nlÖ-sele nät-hwylcum wæs,
\>âbr him nSnig wæter wihte ne sce)>ede, 
në him for hröf-sele hrïnan ne mehte 
fær-gripe flödes; fÿr-lêoht geseah,
bläcne lëoman beorhte seinem.

Ongeat \>ä se göda grund-wyrgenne, 
mere-wïf mihtig; mægen-râês forgeaf
hilde-bille, ho[n]d sweng ne oftëah 
J>æt hire on ha/dan hring-mSl âgôl
gr£dig güÔ-lëoÔ. Dä se gist onfand
\>æt se beado-lëoma bitan nolde
aldre scejröan, ac sëo ecg geswäc
Ôëodne æt )?earfe; Solode &τ fêla 
hond-gemöta, heim oft gescær,
fftges fyrd-Ârœgl; Öä wæs forma slö
dëorum mädme, pœt his döm âlæg.

Eft wæs ân-râêd nalas eines /æt 
m£röa gemyndig m£g Hÿlâces.
Wearp Sä wunde[n]-mæl wrSttum gebunden 
yrre ôretta, J>æt hit on eorSan læg, 
stîS ond stÿl-ecg; strenge getruwode,
mund-gripe mægenes. Swä sceal man dön,
J>onne hë æt güSe gegän J>enceS
longsumne lof, nä ymb his llf cearaS.
Gefëng J?â be eaxle —nalas for fâhSe meam—

1506a MS. brim wyl: em. Kemble.
1508b MS. )>æm: em. Grundtvig.
1510a MS. sweeter em. Kemble.
1513a No gap in MS.: “in” supplied by Thorpe.
1520b MS. hord swenge: em. Grundtvig and Trautmann.
1531a MS. wundel mæl, with second T* corrected from “g”: em. Kemble.
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GüS-Gëata lëod Grendles mödor;
brægd pä beadwe heard, pâ hê gebolgen wæs,
feorh-genîôlan, J>æt hëo on flet gebêah.
Hëo him eft biapt hand-lêan forgeald
grimman gräpum, ond him togêanes fëng; 
oferwearp pâ wërig-môd wigena strengest,
fë)>e-cempa, J>æt hë on fylle wearS.
Ofsæt pâ pont sele-gysi ond hyre seax getëah, 
brâd, brün-ecg; wolde hire beam wrecan, 
ângan eaferan. Him on eaxle læg 
brëost-net brôden; J?æt gebearh fëore, 
wiS ord ond wiS ecge ingang forstöd.
Hæfde Sä forsîSod sunu Ecgjrâowes
under gynne grund, Gëata cempa, 
nemne him heaSo-byrne helpe gefremede,
here-net hearde, ond hâlig God 
gewëold wîg-sigor; wltig Drihten,
rodera RÆdend, hit on ryht gescëd 
ÿSelïce, syJ>San hë eft ästöd.

Geseah Sä on searwum sige-ëadig bil, 
eald sweord eotenisc ecgum J?ÿhtig,
wigena weorS-mynd; pxt [wæs] wôpna cyst,
büton hit wæs märe Sonne ænig mon ôSer 
tö beadu-lâce ætberan meahte, 
gôd ond geatolîc, gïganta geweorc.
Hë gefêng pâ fetel-hilt, freca Scyldinga,
hrëoh ond heoro-grim, hring-mSl gebrægd
aldres orwëna, yrringa ilôh
pæt hire wiS halse 
bän-hringas bræc; 
fægne flâêsc-homan; 
sweord wæs swätig, 

Llxte se lëoma, 
eine swâ of hefene

heard gräpode 
bil eal Surhwôd 

hëo on flet gecrong, 
secg weorce gefeh. 

lëoht inné stôd, 
hädre scîneS

1541b Usually em. to “andlëan” (requital, payment) following Rieger, 
but see line 2094 and Commentary, p. 336.

1545b MS. seaxe: em. Ettmiiller.
1559b No gap in MS.: added by Kemble.
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rodores candel. Hê æfter recede wlât;
hwearf pä be wealle, w£pen hafenade
heard be hilîum Higeläces Öegn,
yrre ond ôn-r£d. Næs sëo ecg fracod 
hilde-rince, ac hê hra)>e wolde 
Grendle forgyldan güÔ-r£sa je la 
Öära p t hê geworhte tô West-Denum 
oftoi micle Ôonne on £nne sïÔ
)>onne hê ÆTrôÔgâres heorÔ-genëatas
slôh on sweo/ote, slSpende fræt 
folces Denigea fÿf-tÿne men, 
ond öÖer swylc ut offerede,
lâÔlicu lâc. Hê him pxs lëan forgeald,
rë)?e cempa, tô Ôæs p t hê on ræste geseah
güÔ-wërigne Grendel licgan, 
aldor-lëasne, swâ him ær gescôd 
hild æt Heorote. Hrâ wïde sprong,

drepe )>rôwade, 
ond hine pä hëafde becearf. 
snottre ceorlas, 
on holm wliton, 

eal gemenged,

syjröan hê æfter dëaÔe 
heoro-sweng heardne,

Sôna J>æt gesâwon 
pä Ôe mid HrôÔgâre 
J?æt wæs ÿÔ-geblond 
brim blöde fäh. Blonden-feaxe
gomele ymb gödne ongeador spräcon, 
pæt hig t>æs æôelinges eft ne wëndon, 
pæt hê sige-hrëôig sëcean côme
mæme J?ëoden; pä Ôæs monige gewearÔ
pæt hine sëo brim-wylf âbroten hæ/de.
Dâ côm non dæges. Næs ofgëafon
hwaie Scyldingas; gewât him hâm ]?onon
gold-wine gumena. Gistas së[f]an
modes sëoce, ond on mere staredon;
wïston ond ne wëndon pæt hîe heora wine-drihten
selfne gesâwon. pä  J?æt sweord ongan
æfter heaJ>o-swâte hilde-gicelum,
wîg-bil wanian. pæt wæs wundra sum,

1599b MS. abreoten: em. Kemble. 
1602a MS. secan: em. Grein.
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J>æt hit eal gemealt îse gellcost,
Öonne forstes bend Fæder onlateft,
onwindeÖ wæ/-râpas, sê geweald hafaô 
sæla ond mala; J?æt is söÖ Metod.
Ne nom hë in pæm wïcum Weder-Gëata lëod, 
mâÔm-æhta ma, }>ëh hë pabr monige geseah, 
büton pont hafelan ond ]?â hilt somod, 
since fâge; sweord a r  gemealt,
forbam brôden-mæl; 
ættren ellor-gæst, 
Sôna wæs on sunde, 
wlg-hryre wräÖra, 
wæron ÿS-gebland 
ëacne eardas, 
oflët lîf-dagas

wæs pxt blöd tô pœs hât, 
së J>Sbr innt swealt.

së pc œt æt sæcce gebâd 
wæter up J?urhdëaf; 
eal gefælsod,

J?â se ellor-gâst
ond J?âs lænan gesceaft.

Côm J?â tô lande lid-manna helm
sw!Ö-möd swymman, sæ-lâce gefeah, 
mægen-byrj?enne }>âra pe hë him mid hæfde. 
Ëodon him }>ä tôgëanes, Gode J?ancodon, 
#rÿftlïc J?egna hëap, J?ëodnes gefëgon 
)?æs pe hl hyne gesundne gesëon môston. 
Dâ wæs of J>am hrôran helm ond byme 
lungre âlÿsed. Lagu drüsade,
wæter under wolcnum, wæl-drëore fâg. 
Fërdon forô }?onon fëj?e-lâstum,
ferhjmm fægne, fold-weg maton, 
cûj?e strate; cyning-balde men 
from p&m holm-clife hafelan baron 
earfoftlîce heora aghwæj>rum 
fela-môdigra; fëower scoldon
on J>am wæl-stenge weorcum geferian
to p<tm gold-sele Grendles hëafod,
opÎSæt semninga tô sele cômon 
frome, fyrd-hwate fëower-tyne
Gëata gongan; gum-dryhten mid 
môdig on gemonge meodo-wongas træd.

1617b “ellor” corrected from “eilen” by the same hand; MS. innt from 
Thorkelin B only.
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Dä cöm in gân 
dæd-cëne mon 
hæle hilde-dëor,
P<z wæs be feaxe 
Grendles hêafod, 
egeslïc for eorlum 
wlite-sëon wrâflïce

ealdor Ôegna, 
dôme gevmrpad,

HröÖgär grëtan. 
on flet boren 
pâti guman druncon, 
ond p£re idese mid, 
weras on sâwon.

Bëowulf ma)?elode, beam Ecg)>ëowes:
“Hwæt, wë pê pas s£-lâc, sunu Healfdenei, 
lëod Scyldinga, lustum brôhton, 
tires tô tâcne, pe pü hër tô lôcast.
Ic pæt unsôfte ealdre gedïgde,
wigge under wætere, weorc genë)>de 
earfoSlîce; ætrihte wæs 
güÔ getwæfed, nymÔe mec God scylde.
Ne meahte ic æt hilde mid Hruntinge
wiht gewyrcan, J?ëah pæt wæpen düge;
ac më geüöe ylda Waldend
pæt ic on wäge geseah wlitig /langian
eald-sweord ëaeen —oftost wïsode
winigea lëasum— pæt ic Ôÿ wæpne gebrÆd.
O/slôh 5â æt pâtre s£cce, pâ më sâtl âgeald, 
hüses hyrdas. Pâ pxt hilde-bil
forham, brogden-mâèl, swâ pæt blöd gesprang, 
hâtost heaJ>o-swâta. Ic pæt hilt J?anan 
fëondum ætferede, fyren-dâëda wræc, 
dëaÔ-cvvealm Denigea, swâ hit gedëfe wæs.
Ic Λ/t pê )>onne gehâte, pæt pü on Heorote most 
sorh-lëas swefan mid Jrïnra seega gedryht 
ond )?egna gehwylc J>înra lëoda,

pæt pü him ondrSdan ne }>earft, 
on pâ healfe, 

swâ f>ü &r dydest.”
Dâ wæs gylden hilt gamelum rince, 

hârum hild-fruman on hand gyfen,
enta Sêr-geweorc; hit on æht gehwearf 
æfter dëofla hryre Denigea frëan,
wundor-smÿa geweorc; ond pâ pas worold ofgeaf 
grom-heort guma, Godes andsaca,

duguÔe ond iogoJ>e, 
Jjëoden Scyldinga, 
aldor-bealu eorlum,
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moröres scyldig, ond his mödor ëac; 
on geweald gehwearf worold-cyninga 
Ôæm sëlestan be sæm twëonum,
Öära pe on Sceden-igge sceattas dælde.

HröÖgär maf>elode, hylt scêawode, 
ealde lâfe, on 5æm wæs or writen
fyrn-gewinnes, syÔJ>an flôd oîslôh, 
gifen gêotende, gîganta cyn;
frêcne gefërdon; J?æt wæs fremde J>ëod 
êcean Dryhtne; him J?æs ende-lëan
J?urh wæteres wylm Waldend sealde.
Swâ wæs on Ôam seennum sclran goldes
)?urh rün-stafas rihte gemearcod,
geseted ond gesæd, hwâm J?æt sweord geworht,
ïrena cyst, ærest ware,
wreoJ>en-hilt ond wyrm-fâh. Dâ se wlsa spræc,
sunu Healfdenes— swïgedon ealle:
“Pæt lâ mæg seegan, së pe sô5 ond riht 
fremeS on folce, feor eal gemon, 
eald eôel-weanf, pæt Ses eorl ware
geboren betera! Blæd is ärared
geond wïd-wegas, wine min Beowulf,
Ôïn ofer J?ëoda gehwylce. Eal pû hit ge)?yldum

healdest,
mægen mid modes snyttrum. Ic pê sceal mine

gelæstan
frëode, swä wit furftum spræcon. Dû scealt tô frôfre

weor]>an
eal lang-twïdig lëodum Jûnum
hœletSum tô helpe. Ne wearÖ Heremôd swâ
eaforum Ecgwelan, Âr-Scyldingum;
ne gewëox hë him tô willan, ac tô wæl-feal/e
ond tô dëaS-cwalum Deniga lëodum.
Brëat ho/gen-môd bëod-genëatas, 
eaxl-gesteallan, oppæt hë âna hwearf,
mare pêoden, mon-drëamum from,

1686a MS. see deninge, with second “n” altered to “g” by same hand.
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Hwtlum hë on lufan 
monnes möd-geJ>onc 
seleÖ him on ëjrie

Sëah J?e hine m/htig God mægenes wynnum, 
eafejjum stêpte, ofer ealle men
forÖ gefremede. HwæJ>ere him on fertile grêow 
brêost-Âord blôd-rëow; nallas bëagas geaf 
De/mm æfter dôme; drêam-lëas gebâd,
J>æt hë J?æs gewinnes weorc J>rôwade,
lëod-bea/o longsum. Dü J?ë lær be J?on,
gum-cyste ongit! Ic J>is gid be }>ë
âwræc wintrum frôd. Wundor is tô seeganne,
hü mihtig God manna cynne
]?urh sïdne sefan snyttru bryttaÔ,
eard ond eorlscipe; hë âh ealra geweald.

lsteô hworfan 
m£ran cynnes, 

eor)>an wynne 
tô healdanne, hlëo-burh wera, 
gedëS him swâ gewealdene worolde dœlas, 
side rice, \>æt hë his selfa ne mœg 
for his unsnyttrum ende gej>encean.
WunaS hë on wiste, nô hine wiht dweleS 
âd/ në yldo, në him inwit-sorh 
on sefafn] sweorceS, në gesacu ôhwær 
ecg-hete ëoweft, ac him eal worold

V wendeÖ on wiRan. Hë J>æt wyrse ne con,
loÔJ?æt him on innan ofer-hygda dæl 
' wtaxed ond wrïdaÔ, J?onne se weard swefeS, 

säwele hyrde; biÔ së slSèp tô fæst, 
bisgum gebunden, bona swIÖe nëah, 
së J?e of flân-bogan fyrenum scëoteÔ.
Ponne biÔ on hrej>re under helm drepen 
biteran stræle —him bebeorgan ne con—
wôm wundor-bebodum wergan gâstes;
J?inceÔ him tô lÿtel J>æt hë lange heold,

1737a MS. sefaft from Thorkelin A and B: em. Grundtvig.
1741a MS. v/eaxeÔ from Grundtvig’s examination of the MS. in 1829 

(Malone, NCt p. 73).
1748b MS. he to lange: Zupitza and Malone claim erasure of this second 

•*tö” in the line as a scribal error. Wrenn sees only discoloration and retains
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gÿtsaÔ grom-hÿdig, nallas on gylp seleÔ
fædde bêagas, ond hê )>à forS-gesceaft
foigyteÔ ond forgÿmeÔ, J>æs p t him &r God sealde,
wuldres Waldend, 
Hit on ende-stæf 
pxt se llc-homa 
fSbge gefealleS; 
së p t  unmumlîce 
eorles £r-gestrêon,

weorÔ-mynda dæl. 
eft gelimpeS 

lœne gedrëoseS, 
fëhô optr tô, 

mâdmas d£le|> 
egesan ne gÿmeS.

Bebtorh ]>ë Cône bealo-nlS, Bêowulf lêofa, 
secg betsta, ond p t px t sêlre gecëos, 
ëce rädas; o ftr-hÿda ne gÿm,
m£re cempal Nû is Junes magnes bl£d 
âne hwHe; eft sôna biS
pxt pec àdl oÖÖe ecg eafo]>es getw£feÔ, 
oCSe fÿrts feng o89e flôdes wylm 
o$Se gripe mëces oSSè gàres fliht 
oÔSe atol yldo, oS8e ëagena bearhtm
forsiteS ond forsworceÖ; semninga biÔ, 
pxt Se**, dryht-guma, dëaS oferswÿSeÔ.

“Swâ ic Hring-Dena hund missëra 
wëold under wolcnum, ond hig wigge be/ëac 
manigum mæg}?a geond )>ysne middan-geard,
æscum ond ecgum, pxt ic më Snigne 
under swegles begong gesacan ne tealde.
Hwæt mê pæs on tp \t  edwend[e]n cwôm, 
gym æfter gomene, seojrôan Grendel wearÖ, 
eald-gewinna ingenga mm; 
ic jrôre sôcne singâles wæg 
môd-ceare micle. Pæs sig Metode J>anc, 
ëcean Dryhtnc, pxs tSe ic on aldre gebâd, 
pxt ic on pone hafelan heoro-drëorigne 
ofer eald gewin êagum starige!
Gâ nu tô setle, symbel-wynne drëob
wîg-geweorJ>ad; une sceal wom fêla

1750a Often em. fe[/r]e (Thorpe), but the MS. form is an acceptable 
variant

1774b MS. ed wendan: em. Grein.
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mäj>ma gemænra, sijröan morgen biÖ.” 
Gêat wæs glæd-môd, gëong söna tö, 

setles nêosan, swâ se snottra heht.
pâ wæs eft swâ aèr ellen-rôfum,
flet-sittendum fægere gereorded
nlowan stefne. NiAr-helm geswearc 
deorc of er dryht-gumwm. DuguÖ eal ârâs; 
wolde blonden-feax beddes nêosan,
gamela Scylding. Gêat unigmetes wêl, 

restan lyste. 
sufes wêrgum, 

forô wïsade, 
ealle beweote[i/]e 

swylce pÿ dôgore 
habban scoldon.

rôfne rand-wigan, 
Söna him sele-J?egn 
feorran-cundum 
sê for andrysnum 
J?egnes J>earfe, 
heaj>o-lfl5ende

Reste hine pâ rüm-heort; reced hlîuade 
gêap ond gold-fâh; gæst inné swæf
oppæt hrefn blaca heofones wynne
blïÔ-heort bodode. £>ä côm beorht scacan
[scïma of er sceadwa;] seaman önetton,
wœron æj>elingas eft tö lëodum
füse tö fa r tnne; wolde feor Jjanon
cuma col/ew-/erhÖ cêoles nêosan.
Heht pâ se heaida Hrunting heran
sunu Ecgläfes, heht his sweord niman,
lëoflîc Iren; sægde him pœs lëanes |>anc, 
cwæft, hë pont güÔ-wine gôdne tealde, 
wîg-cræftigne, nales wordum lôg
mëces eege; pxt wæs môdig secg.
Ond pâ. sïft-frome, searwum gearwe
wïgend w$ron; êode weorô Denum 
æ|>eling tö yppan, pœr se ôptr wæs,
h[a?]le hilde-dëor HröÖgär grëtte.

1796b MS. beweotene: em. Grundtvig.
1803a No gap in MS: conjectural restoration by Klaeber, trans, “the 

brightness (of dawn) across the shadows.“
1805a MS. /arene ne from Thorkelin B: em. Kemble.
1816a MS. helle: em. Kemble.
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1820

1825

1830

1835

1840

1845

1850

XXVI Bêowulf maJ>elode, beam EcgJ>ëowes:
“Nu wë sæ-lïSend secgan wyllaS,
feorran cumene, pxt wê fundiaj?
Higelâc sëcan. Wæron hër tela,
willum bewenede; pü us wël dohtest.
Gif ic J?onne on eor|?an ôwihte mæg 
Jûnre môd-lufan mâran tilian,
gumena dryhten, Sonne ic gÿt dyde, 
güS-geweorca, ic bëo gearo sôna.
Gif ic pæt gefricge ofer flôda begang 
pxt J>ec ymb-sittend egesan j>ÿwaS,
swä pec hetende hwîlum dydon, 
ic Së Jmsenda J>egna bringe,
hælej?a tô helpe. Ic on Higelâce wât,
Gëata dryhten, Jrêah Se hë geong sÿ,
folces hyrde, J>æt hë mec fremman wile 
wordum ond worcum, pxt ic J?ë wël herige 
ond J?ë tô gëoee gâr-holt bere,
mægenes fultum, päbr Së biS manna J>earf.
Gif him )>onne Hrëjmc tô hofum Gëata 
gelinge [^], Jrëodnes bëam, hë mæg pSbr fêla
frëonda findan; feor-cÿJ>Se bëoS
sëlran gesôhte pstm pe him selfa dea/i.” 

HröSgär ma)?elode him ond andsware:
“Pë pü word-cwydas wigtig Drihten
on sefan sende; ne hÿrde ic snotorlîcor 
on swä geongum feore guman Jnngian. 
pü  eart mægenes sträng ond on mode frôd, 
wïs word-ewida. Wën ic talige,
gif pæt gegangeS, J?æt Öe gär nymeS, 
hild heoru-grimme Hrëjries eaferan, 
ädl oj>Se Iren ealdor Sinne, 
folces hyrda, ond pü pîn feorh hafast, 
pxt pQ Sx -Gëatas sëlran næbben

1833a MS. weordum: em. Thorpe and refined by Dobbie, p. 309. 
1836a MS. hrejmnc: em. Grundtvig.
1837a MS. gejringed: em. Grein.
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1855

1860

1865

1870

1875

tö gecêosenne cyning ænigne, 
hord-weard hæle)?a, gyt J>ü healdan wylt 
mäga rice. Më J?In möd-sefa
llcaÖ leng swâ wël, lëofa Bëowulf.
Hafast J>ü gefëred J>æt \>om folcum sceal,
Gëata lëodum ond Gâr-Denum, 
sib gem£n[e], ond sacu restan, 
inwit-nïj?as, pe hïe &r dragon,
wesan, J>enden ic wealde wîdan rîces, 
magmas gemæne, ma/z/g ôj?eme
gôdum gegrëttan ofer ganotes bæS;
sceal hring-naca ofer Âea[/]u bringan
lâc ond luf-tâcen. Ic J?â II ode wât 
gë wi<5 fëond gë wi<5 frëond fæste geworhte, 
æghwæs untsle ealde wlsan.”

Dâ gît him eorla hlëo inné gesealde, 
mago Healfdenes magmas twelfe, 
hët [h]ine mid pSbm lâcum lëode sw£se 
sëcean on gesyntum, snüde eft cuman.
Gecyste \>â cyning æ)>elum gôd,
J>ëoden Scyldinga Öegn betstan
ond be healse genam; hruron him tëaras, 
blonden-feaxum. Him wæs bëga wën, 
ealdum infrödum, öj?res swïcfor,
\>xt h[î]e seoÖÖa« \nà\ gesëon môston, 
môdige on me)>le. Wæs him se man tö )>on lëof, 
\>xt hë J>one brëost-wylm forberan ne mehte
ac him on hrej?re hyge-bendum fæst

1857a MS. ge mænum: em. Eduard Sfevers, PBB 9 (1884), 40.
1862b MS. /iea ]>u: em. Kluge. The MS. reading “ofer hea}>u” could mean 

“after the war”; cf. line 1781.
1868a MS. inne: em. Thorpe.
1875a MS. he seodffa.: Kemble (1835) saw the final “n.” Em. and trans, 

from Grundtvig, Thorpe, Kluge, and Bugge. Alternatively, W. S. Mackie, 
MLR 34 (1939), 524, would keep “he” and em. to “möst[e].” Then trans, 
“that he (Hrothgar) would never again see the brave men in the assembly.” 
Either emendation, to the singular or the plural, affects interpretation of 
Hrothgar's character. See Commentary, p. 347.

1876b MS. .œs: Thorkelin A pœs but Kemble saw wæs.
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1880

1885

χχνπ
1890

1895

1900

1905

1910

æfter déarum men dyrae langaÖ 
beorn wiÖ b/öde. Hirn Bëowulf )>anan, 
güÖ-rinc gold-wlanc, græs-moldan træd 
since hrëmig; sæ-genga bad 
âge[n]d-frëan, së pe on ancre räd.
Pâ wæs on gange gifu HröÖgäres
oft geæhted; J>æt wæs an cyning,

oppæt bine yldo benam 
së pe oft manegum scôd. 

fela-môdigra, 
hring-net b£ron, 
Land-weard onfand

ftghwæs orleahtre, 
mægenes wynnum,

Cwôm )>à tô flôde 
hæg-stealdra [hëap]; 
locene leoÔo-syrcan. 
eft-sIÖ eorla, swâ hë £r dyde; 
nô hë mid hearme of hliSes nosan 
gœs[tas] grëtte, ac him tôgëanes râd, 
cwœd pæt wil-cuman Wedera lëodum 
scapan sclr-hame tô scipe fôron.
Pâ wæs on sande sÆ-gêap naca 
hladen here-wœdum, hringed-stefna, 
mëarum ond mâSmum; mæst hlïfade 
ofer HrôÛgâres Âord-gestrëonum.
Hë p&m bât-wearde bunden golde
swurd gesealde, pæt hë sySpan wæs 
on meodu-bence mâ|>m[e] pÿ weor|>r[a],
yrfe-lâfe. Gewât him on naca, 
drëfan dëop wæter, Dena land ofgeaf. 
P â wæs be mæste mere-hrægla sum, 
segl sale fæst; sund-wudu Jmnede;
nô p&T wêg-flotan wind ofer ÿSum 
sïSes getw£fde; sÆ-genga fôr, 
flëat fämig-heals forÔ ofer ÿfte,
bunden-stefna ofer brim-strëamas,
pæt hîe Gëata clifu ongitan meahton

1883a MS. aged: em. Kemble.
1889a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Grein.
1893a MS. gœs.... : restored by Grundtvig.
1902b MS. mat>ma \>y weorJ>re: em. Thorpe.
1903b MS. nacan: em. Rieger.
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1915

1920

1925

1930

1935

1940

cû|?e næssas; cëol up gej?rang 
lyft-geswenced, on lande stôd.
HraJ)e wæs æt holme hÿÔ-weard geara, 
sê pc &r lange tld lëofra manna 
füs æt farofte feor wlâtode;
s£lde tô sande sïd-fæj?me scip 
oncer-bendum fæst, pÿ léës hym ÿpa Ôrym 
wudu wynsuman forwrecan meahte.
Hët pâ ûp beran æptXïnga gestrêon,
frætwe ond fæt-gold; næs him feor panon 
tô gesëcanne sinces bryttan,
Higelâc HrëJ?ling, pær æt hâm wunaft 
selfa mid gesïSum saè-wealle nëah.

Bold wœs betlîc, brego-rôf cyning, 
hëa[h on] healle, Hygd swIÔe geong,
wïs, wel-J>ungen, 
under burh-locan 
Hære|?es dohtor; 
në tô gnëaft gifa 
mâ^m-gestrêona. 
fremu folces cwën. 
Nænig pæt dorste 
swæsra geslÖa, 
pæt hire an dæges 
ac him wæl-bende 
hand-gewri/>ene; 
æfter mund-gripe 
j?æt hit sceâden-mæl 
cwealm-bealu cÿftan.

pêah tSe wintra lÿt 
gebiden hæbbe 

næs hïo hnâh swâ j>êah 
Gëata lêodum 
MôdJ>rÿ5o wæg, 

firen’ ondrysne. 
dëor genëj>an 

nefne sin-frêa, 
ëagum starede; 
weotode tealde, 

hra/>e seoptSan wæs 
mëce gejûnged, 

scÿran môste,
Ne bift swylc cwënXïc J?ëaw

idese tô efnanne, pcah 5e Λϊο ænlicu sÿ, 
J?ætte freoÖu-webbe fëores o/isæce 
æfter lige-torne lëofne mannan.

1918a MS. oncear bendum: em. Grundtvig.
1926a MS. hea halle: em. E. A. Kock, Anglia 42 (1918), 116.
1931b MS. mod J>ryd'o wæg. Word division and translation follow G. V. 

Smithers (1966). See Commentary, p. 349.
1939b Beginning with “môste,” Scribe II takes over, starting a new MS. 

line. See Backgrounds, p. 245.
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1945

1950

1955

1960

XXVIII

1965

1970

1975

Hum  J>æt onhöhsnod[e] Hem[m]inges m£g;
eö/o-drincende öfter sædan,
pæt hîo lëod-bealewa lies gefremede,
inwit-nïfta, jyftftan Sèrest wearft
gyfen gold-hroden geongum cempan,
æftelum dïore, syftftan hîo Offan flet
ofer fealone flôd be fæder lare
sïfte gesôhte; Û&i hîo syftftan well
in gum-stöle, göde, mâère,
lïf-gesceafta lifigende brëac
hïold hëah-lufan wift hælej?a brego,
ealles mon-cynnes mine gefrSge
\>[one] sëlestan b! sæm twëonum,
eormen-cynnes. Forftâm Offa wæs
geofum ond güftum gâr-cëne man,
wide geweorftod; wïsdôme hëold
ëftel sinne; J?onon Éom[ë]r wôc
hæleftum tô helpe, Hem[m]inges mæg,
nefa Gärmundes, nîfta cræftig.

Gewât him Sâ se hearda mid his hond-scole 
sylf æfter sande sS-wong tredan,
wide waroftas; woruld-candel scan 
sigel süftan füs. HI sïft drugon,
eine geëodon, tô tSxs de eorla hlëo,
bonan Ongen)>ëoes burgum in innan,
geongne güft-cyning gôdne gefrûnon
hringas dælan. Higelâce wæs
sïft Bëowulfes snüde gecÿfted,
}>æt ftær on worftig wlgendra hlëo, 
lind-gestealla lifigende cwôm, 
heafto-lâces hâl tô hofe gongan.
Hrafte wæs gerÿmed, swâ se rîca bebëad,
fëfte-gestum flet innanweard.

1944 MS. on hohsnod hem nînges: em. Thorpe and Kemble.
1956a MS. J>æs: em. Thorpe.
1960b MS. geomor ‘sad’: em. Thorpe. The name of Offa’s son is attested 

by Bede as Lat. Burner, OE. Eomftr.
1961b MS. hem inges: em. Kemble.
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1980

1985

1990

1995

2000

Gesæt J>ä wi<5 sylfne, sê Öä sæcce genæs, 
m£g wiÖ mæge, syÖÖan man-dryhten
Jrnrh hlëo#or-cwyde holdne gegrëtte 
mêaglum wordum. Meodu-scencum hwearf 
geond J?æt [Äea/]-reced HæreSes dohtor, 
lufode Sä lëode lïS-wæge bær
hae[/e/>]um tö handa. Higeläc ongan 
sinne geseldan in sele )>âm hëan
fægre fricgean; hyne fyrwet bræc,
hwylce Sæ-Gëata sïSas wæron:
“Hu lomp ëow on lâde, lêofa Bîowulf,
\>ά Öü færinga feorr gehogodest 
sæcce sëcean ofer sealt wæter,
hilde tö Hiorote? Ac Su Hröögäre
wï[d]-cü5ne wëan wihte gebëttest,
mæmm Sëodne? Ic Sæs môd-ceare 
sorh-wylmum sëaS slSe ne truwode
lëofes mannes; ic ôê lange bæd 
J?æt Sü J>one wæl-gSst wihte ne grëtte, 
lëte SüS-Dene sylfe geweorSan 
gü<5e wiÖ Grendel. Gode ic J>anc seege,
J?æs Se ic Së gesundne gesëon môste.” 

Bîowulf maSelode, beam EcgSïoes:
“Pæt is undyme, dryhten Hige[/âc],
[mœru] gemëting monegum fïra,
hwyle [or/eg]-hwîl uncer Grendles
wearÔ on Öäm wange, ptbr hê woma fêla

1981a MS. J>æt reçed, with “side” added above line by same hand in 
different ink: em. Kemble. The MS. reading can be made to alliterate if 
“hwearf* is moved down from the previous line. Then 1981 becomes: hwearf 
geond pæt reced Haeredes dohtor (thus von Schauberfs edition).

1983a MS. hæ[3] nü, with “5” erased but correction not completed. Em. 
Trautmann. The uncorrected MS. form could be dat. pi. for the “HæÔnas,* 
a Norse tribe mentioned in Widsiö 81. See Wrenn-Bolton, p. 296.

1991a MS. wi$ cuône: em. Thorkelin.
2000b MS. hige...: em. Thorkelin when he revised Transcript B (Malone, 

NC, p. 77).
2001-2 Lost words at edge restored by Thorpe and by Samuel Moore, 

JEGP 18 (1919), 210.
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2005

2010

2015

2020

2025

2030

Sige-Scy/dingum sorge gefremede,
yrmöe tô aldre; ic Sæt eall gewræc,
swä begylpan [ne] j?earf Grendeles mâga
[œnig] ofer eorôan 
së de lengest leofaft 
[fœcne] bifongen. 
tö Öäm hring-sele 
sôna më se m£ra 
sySSan hë môd-sefan 
wiS his sylfes sunu 
Weorod wæs on wynne, 
under heofones hwealf 
medu-drëam märan.

üht-hlem )>one, 
lâftan cynnes 

le Sær furôum cwôm 
Hrôftgâr grëtan; 
mago Healfdenes 

mînne cüfte, 
setl getæhte.

ne seah ic wldan feorh 
heal-sittendra 

Hwîlum m£ru cwën,
friSu-sibb folca, flet eall geond-hwearf, 
bSdde byre geonge; oft hïo bëah-wri<5an 
seege [sealde], ær hîe tô setle gëong. 
Hwîlum for [d]uguÔe dohtor HröÖgäres 
eorlum on ende ealu-w*ge bær,
}>â ic Frëaware /Jet-sittende
nemnan hÿrde, J?Sr hîo [na?]gled-sinc
hæleSum sealde. Sîo gehâten [wæs]
geong, gold-hroden, gladum suna Frôdan; 
[Â]afaS J>æs geworden wine Scyldinga, 
rices hyrde, ond ]>xt r&d tala<5 
pæt hë mid &ÿ wife wæl-fæhfta dæl, 
sæcca gesette. Oft seldan hw£r 
æfter lëod-hryre lÿtle hwîle
bon-gâr bügeft, J?ëah sëo brÿd duge!

2006a Addition by Grein.
2007a MS. en., in Thorkelin B only: restored by Kemble.
2009a MS. .... First restored by Bugge as “fäcne” (in crime), of which 

“fæcne” is a variant spelling. Malone, NC, p. 77, explains the Thorkelin A 
and B readings fœ and fer as interpretations of a damaged “aec” ligature.

2019a Lost word at edge supplied by Thorpe.
2020a MS. .uguôt from Thorkelin B: restored by Grundtvig.
2023b MS. ..gitd sine: restored by Grein.
2024b MS. ...se in Thorkelin B only. Malone, NC, p. 78, suspects 

reversal by B and would read .es which produces “wes” as a side-form of 
“wæs.” Recent editions supply “is” (Kluge).

2026a MS. .afa$: restored by Kemble.
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2035

[XXIX]
2040

2045

2050

2055

2060

Afæg ]>æs l>onne of]>yncan tSèod[ne] HeaSoheardna 
ond ]>egna gehwâm ]?âra lêoda, 
ponne hê mid fâèmnan on flett g£3, 
dryht-beam Dena, duguSa biwenede; 
on him gladiaö gomelra läfe,
heard ond hring-mæl HeaSabear[d]na gestrëon, 
J?enden hie <5äm w£pnum wealdan möston, 
oSÔæt hie forlSddan tö Säm lind-plegan
swSse gesIÖas ond hyra sylfra feorh.
Ponne cwiÖ æt bêore sê Öe bêah gesyhS, 
eald æsc-wiga, sê Öe eall ge[man\ 
gär-cwealm gumena —him biS grim [se]fa—
onginneÖ geömor-möd geong[um] cempan
]>urh hreÖra gehygd higes cunnian,
wig-bealu weccean, ond ]>æt word äcwyÖ:
‘Meaht Öü, min wine, mëce gecnäwan,
)>one ]>în fæder to gtieohte bær
under here-grïman hindeman sl5e, 
dÿre Iren, )>ær hyne Dene slôgon, 
wëoldon wæl-stôwe, sySSan WiÔergyld læg,
æfter hælej>a hryre, hwate Scyldungas?
Nü hêr ]>àra bunena byre nât-hwylces
frætwum hrêmig on flet g£0,
morÖres gy\pe[d] ond }?one maÖJ?um byreft,
J?one \>q 5ü mid rihte r£dan sceoldest.’
ManaÔ swâ ond myndgaS mæla gehwylce 
sârum wordum o&Ôæt s£l cymeS, 
pæt se fSmnan }>egn fore fæder dædum 
æfter billes bite blôd-fâg swefeS,

2032b MS. Ûeoden: em. Kemble.
2037b MS. heada bearna: em. Thorpe.
2039 In MS. large capital “O” in “ofàœf* indicates beginning of fitt, but 

there is no roman numeral. The numbering then skips XXX and continues 
with XXXI at 2144.

2042b Thorkelin B: ge..m, which Thorkelin later completed as “genam" 
(took, endured). Em. Thorpe.

2043b MS. grim....fa: completed by Conybeare and Kemble.
2044b MS. geong..: restored by Kemble.
2055a MS. gylped from Thorkelin B: em. Kemble.
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2065

2070

2075

2080

2085

2090

ealdres scyldig; him se öfter J>onan 
losaft [li]figende, con him land geare. 
Ponne hloft [56]rocene on bä healfe 
aft-sweorft eorla; [syp]Öan Ingelde 
weallaft wæl-nïftas ond him wf/-lufan 
æfter cear-wælmum côlran weorftaft.
Pÿ ic Heaftobear[d]na hyldo ne teige, 
dryht-sibbe dæl Denum unfæcne, 
frêondscipe fæstne. Ic sceal forft sprecan,
gên ymbe Grendel, )>æt ftû geare cwnne, 
sinces brytta, tô hwan syftftan wearft
hond-ræs hæleÔa. 
glâd ofer grundas, 
eatol, æfen-grom, 
ftær wê gesunde 
p s r  wæs Hondsciô 
feorh-bealu fôgum; 
gyrded cempa;

SyÔÔan heofones gim 
g£st yrre cwôm 

üser nëosan, 
sæl weardodon. 

hild onsâège, 
hê fyrmest læg, 

him Grendel wearft,
m£rum magu-J?egne, tô müft-bonan, 
lêofes mannes lie eall forswealg.
Nô ftÿ ær ut ftâ gên îdel-hende
bona blôdig-tôft bealewa gemyndig 
of ftâm gold-sele gongan wolde, 
ac hê mægnes rôf min costode, 
grdpo^e gearo-fo\m. G/ôf hangode
sïd ond syllïc, searo-bendum fæsi;
sïo wæs orftoncum eall gegyrwed, 
dêofles cræftum ond dracan fellum,
Hê mec peer on innan unsynnigne, 
dïor dÆd-fruma, gedôn wolde
manigra sumne; hyt ne mihte swâ,

2062a MS. ..figende from Thorkelin A: em. Heyne.
2063a MS. ..rocene: em. Kemble.
2064b MS. ...ôan: em. Kemble.
2067a MS. heafto bearna: em. Thorpe.
2076b MS. hilde: em. Adolf Holtzmann, Germania 8 (1863), 496. 
2079a MS. mærü magü begne: em. Kemble.
2085a MS. geareo: em. Thorkelin.
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2095

2100

2105

2110

2115

syftftan ic on yrre upp-ri/ζί ästöd.
Tö lang ys tö reccenne, hü ic Öäm leod-sceaÖan
yfla gehwylces hond-lëan forgeald
J?ær ic, l>ëoden min, \>\ne lêode
weorffode weorcum. He on weg losade,
lÿtle hwlle llf-wynna brëac;
hwæ)?re him slo swlftre swafte wcardade
hand on Hiorte, ond hê hëan Öonan
modes geômor mere-grund gefëoll.

Mê \>one wæl-ræs wine Scyldunga
fættan golde fêla lëanode, 
manegum mäömum, syffîSan mergen com
ond wë tô symble geseten hæfdon.
pær wæs gidd ond glëo; gome/α Scilding, 
ie\a Mögende, feorran rehte;
hwïlum Ailde-dëor hearpan wynne,
gome[n]-wudu grëtte, hwïlum gyd âwræc 
sô<5 ond sârlïc, hwïlum syllîc spell
rehte æfter r/hte rüm-heort cyning;
hwïlum eft ongan eldo gebunden
gomel güÔ-wiga giogutSe cwlSan,
hilde-strengo; hreÔer inné wëoll,
j?onne hë wintrum frôd wom gemunde.
Swâ wë J>ær inné andlangne dœg
nlode nâman, oÔÔæt niht becwôm

p â  wæs eft hrafte 
Grendeles môdor, 

sunu dëaÔ fornam,

ödet tô yldum. 
gearo gym-wræce 
sîÔode sorh-full;

2092b MS. upp rihte in Thorkelin A (thus an adverb), but the “e” is gone 
in the later Transcript B, followed in most editions as a silent emendation. 
The “e” is an authentic reading according to Malone, NC, p. 80, but the 
meter is improved without it.

2093b MS. huiedä in Thorkelin A with “e” misread for “c,” and “d” for
“Ö.” First deduced by Gmndtvig.

2094b Usually em. “ondlëan” (payment, requital) but see line 1541 and 
Commentary, p. 336.

2097b MS. broc in Thorkelin A, where Scribe IPs “ea" is transcribed as 
“æ” five other times. Restored by Kemble.

2108a MS. go mel from Thorkelin A and B: em. Grundtvig.
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2120

2125

2130

2135

2140

XXXI
2145

2150

wlg-hete Wedra. WIf unhÿre 
hyre beam gewræc, beom  äcwealde
ellenlïce; p&r wæs JEschere, 
frödan fyrn-witan, feorh üögenge.
NöÖer hÿ bine ne möston, syÖÖan mergen cwöm
dëaÔ-wërigne, Dénia lëode
bronde forbæman, në on bæl hladan
lêofne mannan; Λϊο pæt lie ætbær
fëondes îœÔ[mum] [wn]der firgen-strëam.
Pæt wæs HrôSgôrfe] hrëowa tomost,
para pe lëod-fruman 
Pâ se Sëoden mec 
healsode hrëoh-môd 
eorlscipe efnde 
mærfto fremede; 
le Öä Ôæs wælmes, 
grim[n]e gryrelîcne 
pær une hwüe wæs 
holm heolfre wëoll, 
in Öäm [güÔ]-sele 
ëaenum ecgum; 
feorh oSferede. 
ac mê eorla hlëo 
mâSma menigeo,

“Swâ se Ôëod-kyning 
nealles ic Öäm lëanum

lange begëate.
Sme life

pæt ic on holma gearing 
ealdre genëÔde, 

hë më mëde gehet.
J>ë is wide cüö 
grund-hyrde fond, 
hand gemäne; 
ond ic hëafde becearf 

Grendeles môdor 
unsöfte )>onan 
Næs ic tege J>ä gÿt, 

eft gesealde 
maga Healfdenes.

J?ëawum lyfde; 
forloren hæfde,

mægnes mëde, ac hë më [mäÖma]s geaf, 
sunu Healfdenes, on [mm]ne sylfes dôm; 
Sa ic Ôë, beom-cyning, bringan wylle, 
ëstum geywan. Gën is eall æt Së 
lissa gelong; ic lÿt hafo 
hëafod-mâga, nefne, Hygeläc, Ôec.”

2128 MS. fæÔrungu. according to Malone, NC, p. 81: em. Grein and 
Kemble.

2129a Lost letter restored by Gmndtvig.
2136a MS. grimme: em. Thorpe.
2139a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Thorpe.
2146-47 Words lost at edge restored by Kemble.
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2155

2160

2165

2170

2175

2180

2185

Hêt Öä in beran eafor-/t£<zfod-segn, 
heaÖo-steapne heim, häre byman,
güö-sweord geatolïc, gyd æfter wræc:
“Më 3is hilde-sceorp Hröftgär sealde,
snotra fengel; sume worde hêt, 
pæt ic his £rest 3ë est gesægde; 
cwæ<5 pæt hyt hæfde Hiorogâr cyning,
/êod Scyldunga, lange hwïle.
Nô Sÿ œr suna sinum syllan wolde, 
hwatum ffeorowearde, J>ëah hê him hold w£re, 
brëost-gew£du. Brüc ealles well!”
Hÿrde ic pæt J>âm frætwum fêower mëaras, 
lungre, gelïce lâst weardode,
æppel-fealuwe; hë him ëst getëah 
mëara ond mâÔma. Swâ sceal m£g don, 
nealles inwit-net ôtSium bregdon
dymum cræfte, dëaft rën[ian\
hond-gesteallan. Hygelàce wæs,
rüda heardum, nefa swÿfte hold
ond gehwœder oÖrum hrô]>ra gemyndig.
Hÿrde ic pæt hë 3one heals-bëah Hygde gisealde, 
wrætlîcne wandui-mäddum, Sone J>e him WealhÔëo

geaf,
tStod[nes] dohtor, J>rîo wieg somod
swancor ond sadol-beorht; hyre syÖÖan wæs 
æfter bëah-Sege br[ê]ost geweorôod.

Swâ bealdodt beam EcgÔëowes,
guma güdum cüS, gôdum dædum,

nealles drunene slôg 
næs him hrëoh sefa, 

m£ste cræfte, 
p t  him God sealde,

Hëan wæs lange
gôdne ne tealdon, 

micles wyrSne

drëah æfter dôme, 
heorô-genêatas; 
ac hë man-cynnes 
gin-fæstan gife, 
hëold hilde-dëor. 
swâ hyne Gëato beam 
në hyne on medo-bence

2168b MS. ren...: em. Kemble.
2174a MS. tood..: restored by Kemble. 
2176b MS. brost: em. Thorpe.
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2190

2195

2200

2205

2210

drihten We[*/]e[r]a gedön wolde; 
swÿÔe [wën]don J?æt hë slêac wære,
æfteling un/rom. Edwenden cwôm
tlr-ëadigum menn torna gehwylces.

Hët Öä eorla hito in gefetian, 
heaÖo-röf cyning, HrëtSles lâfe, 
golde gegyrede; næs mid Gëatum Öä
sinc-mäÖJ?um sëlra on sweordes hâd; 
J?æt hë on Bîowulfes be arm âlegde,
ond him gesealde 
bold ond brego-stôl. 
on Öäm lëod-scipe 
eard, ëÔel-riht, öÖrum wïftor,
side rice, J?âm Ôær sëlra wæs.

Eft )>æt gelode ufaran dôgrum
hilde-A/æmmum, syÔSan Hygelâc læg,
ond Hear[dr]ëde hilde-mëceas
under bord-ÂrëoÔan

seofan />üsendo,
Him wæs bâm samod 

/ond gecynde,

tô bônan wurdon, 
on sige-J>ëode 
HeaÖo-Scylfingas, 

nef an Hererîces: 
brade rice 

Hë gehëold tela 
fïftig wintra —wæs Ôâ frôd cyning,
eald ë|?el-[w]eard— otStSæt an ongan
deorcum nihtum draca rïcs[i]an, 
së 5e on hëaum hofe hord beweotode, 
stân-beorh stëa[p]ne; stïg under 1 œg 
eldum uncûS; J?ær on innan gîong

Sa hyne gesôhtan 
hearde hild-frecan, 
nlÔa genægdan 
sy&Ôan Bëowulfe 
on hand gehwearf.

2186a MS. ...hten wereda, with drihten from Thorkelin B: em. Cosijn. 
2187a MS. ...d on: restored by Grein.
2202a MS. hearede: em. Grundtvig.
2205a MS. hilde frecan: em. Grundtvig (for m eter).
2207a “Bëowulfe” begins folio 182' which is badly faded and often 

illegible. Experts disagree on which portions of this page have been freshened 
up by a later scribe.

2210a MS. et>el peard: read thus by Malone, NC, p. 84.
2211b MS. rics an from Thorkelin A: em. Kemble.
2213a MS. stearne: em. Malone, N C t p. 84.
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2215 nida nät-Awy/c, së [pe] nëh gefëng
hæûnum horde, h o n d ...........
since fâhne. Hë pœt sySSan [wrœc], 
pëah de hë sl£pende besyte[de wur]de 
pëofts cræfte; pæt sie Siod on[fari]d,

2220 Aû-folc beorna, )>æt h€ gebolgen wæs.
XXXII Nealies mid gewe[a]ldum wyrm-hord â[b]ræ[c], 

sylfes willum, s6 Se him sâre gesceôd, 
ac for J>rôa-nëdlan p[ëow] nât-hwylces 
hæleSa bearna hete-swengeas flëoh»

2225 œrn[e]s J>earfa, ond Ôter inné /eal[A],
secg syn-bysig; sôna [m]w[/]àt[o]de,
J>æt [gehdo] Sâm gyste lgryr]e-bT[ô]g[a] stôd; 
hwæSre [earm]-sceapen ............

2215b MS. se., ne h gefeng  from readings by Sedgefield and Malone under 
ultraviolet light. Conjectural restoration by Sedgefield.

2217b Four or five illegible letters follow “syffttan.” Conjectural restora­
tion by Sedgefield. Klaeber*s alternative is to place the “ne” in the b-line and 
supply “bemlft” (concealed) instead of “wræc.”

2218 MS. Λ.» confirmed by Thorkelin B. In the second half-line» 
only de was legible to Zupitea. Restoration by Kluge·

2219b MS. on..J: restored by Grein.
2221 MS. ge weoldu; em. Zupitza, disputed by Malone» NC, p. 85. MS. 

wyrm horda crsft: em. Kaluza.
2223b MS. p...: restored as p[iow] *slave* by Crandtvig (accepted by 

Malone) and as p[egn] ‘retainer* by Kemble (accepted by Zupitza). The 
social status of the thief may affect interpretation.

2225 MS. aern.s: thus read and restored by Zupitza. MS. f tal with **f 
altered from 'V* (Malone» NC, p. 85)» emended by Grein from Thorkelin 
A and B weall.

2226b MS. mwatide is meaningless. Em. by Thorpe» followed by Cham­
bers and von Schaubert A more conservative alternative offered by Ettmttller 
and Heyne is Min [̂ ]& tide** (in that time). Upon the assumption that the 
reading was inaccurately freshened up» Dobbie conjectured an original 
“onfunde** (he discovered); see MLN  67 (1952)» 242-45. The context is 
insufficient for confident emendation.

2227 Conjectural restoration by Malone» NC, p. 85, for the first illegible 
space, about five letters long; “gryre** conjectured by Grein from MS. 
br.g.

2228a Conjectural restoration of a four-letter space by Kemble.



182 B e o w u lf

2230

2235

2240

2245

2250

...........................sceapen

.....  \>?l hyne se fæ[r] begeat
sinc-fæt [söhte]. pær wæs swylcra fêla 
in <5äm torÎS-[hü]se £r-gestrëona, 
swâ hÿ on geâr-dagwm gumena nât-hwylc, 
eormen-lâfe œpelan cynnes,
J>anc-hycgende J>ær ge/iÿdde, 
dêore mâSmas. Ealle hîe dëaS fomam
£rran mælum, ond s[e] an Ôâ gën 
lëoda duguSe, sê 0£r lengest hwearf,
weard wine-geômor, [iv]ênde J)æs y lean 
pœt hè lÿtel fæc long-gestrëona
brücan môste. Beorh eall-gearo
wunode on wonge H>œter-ÿÔum nëah,
nîwe be næsse nearo-cræftum fæst 
Pær on innon bær eorl-gestrëona
hringa hyrde hord-wyrSne dœl,
f£ttan goldes, fëa worda cwæS:
“Heald )>ü nü, hrüse, nü hæleS ne m[ô]stan, 
eorla £hte! Hwæt, hyt ær on Sê 
gode begëaton. GüS-dëaS fomam, 
[/]eorh-beal[o] frëcne fyra gehwylene 
lëoda mïnra, J?â[r]a Se pis [Uf] ofgeaf,
gesâwon sele-drëam[as]. Nâh hwâ sweord wege

2230b MS. fæs, with very small superscript “fær* or “er* added in much 
later hand (Malone, NC, p. 85).

2231a An illegible five-letter space, restored by Grein and newly sup­
ported by Robert P. Creed, PQ 35 (1956), 206-8. Cf. line 2300.

2232a MS. eorÖ/ .. se: restored by Zupitza.
2237b MS. si: em. Kemble.
2239b MS. rende (so Sedgefield and Malone); Zupitza saw “rihde" 

freshened up over an original “wende.” The original “c” of “ylcan” was 
later altered to “d.”

2245b MS. hord, with “o” later altered to “a.”
2247b MS. msstan, with an original “o” under the Ms ” (Zupitza).
2250 MS. reorh bealc: em. Zupitza and Malone. MS. fyrena: em. Thorpe.
2251b MS. >ana /  Äe J>is ofgeaf: em. Kemble.
2252a Two illegible letters at end of fol. 182T restored by Bugge. An 

alternative restoration by Holthausen is to leave “sele-dream” singular and 
to add “Ic” to the start of the b-line.



184 B e o w u lf

2255

2260

2265

2270

2275

2280

oÖÖe ie[ormie] fafcted wæge, 
drync-fæt dêore; dug[w#] ellor s[c]ôc.
Sceal se hearda helm [/ryr]sted golde 
fætum befeallen; feormynd swefaÖ,
J?â Öe beado-grlman bÿwan sceoldon;
gê swylce sêo here-päd, sïo æt hilde gebâd 
ofer borda gebræc bite Irena, 
brosnaft æfter beorne; ne mæg byrnan hring 
æfter mg-fruman wide fëran
hæleôum be healfe. Næs hearpan wyn,
gomen glëo-bêamej, në gôd hafoc
geond sæl swingeft, 
burh-stede bëateô. 
fêla feorh-cynna 

Swä giömor-möd 
ân æfter eallum; 
dæges ond nihtes, 
hr ân æt heortan. 
eald öh/-sceaÖa 
së Ôe bymende 
nacod nï<5-draca, 
fÿre befangen; 
[swïde ondrœ\àa[d]. 
[ho]r[d on A]rüsan,

në se swifta mearh 
Bea/o-cwealm hafa<5 

for# onsended!” 
giohÔo mænde, 

unblïÔe hwt[arf] 
oÔSæt dëaôes wylm 

Hord-wynne fond 
opene standan, 
biorgas sëceS, 

nihtes flëogeô 
hyne fold-büend

Hë gesëcean sceall 
pær hë hæÔen gold

waraÖ wmtrum frôd; ne bytS him wihte <5ÿ sël.
Swâ se Sëod-scea<5a J?rëo hund wintra 

Aëold on hrüsa[n] hord-ærna sum 
ëacen-cræftig, oftftæt hyne ân âbealch
mon on mode; man-dryhtne bær 
féêted wæge, frio$o-w£re bæd 
hlâford sïnne. £>â wæs hord râsod,
onboren bëaga fcord, bëne getïftad

2253a MS. fe .....: restored by Grein.
2254b MS. dug..: restored by Kemble. MS. seoc: em. Grein.
2255b MS. ...sted: restored by Grundtvig.
2268b MS. hwe.r.: em. Grein.
2275a Only “da” legible in MS. Restoration by Zupitza.
2276a MS. ...r. /  .. .rusan: restorations by Zupitza, Grein, Grundtvig. 
2279a MS. hrusam: em. Thorkelin.
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2285 fêasceaftum men. Frëa scêawode
fïra fym-geweorc /orman sïôe.
Pâ se wyrm onwôc, wrôht wæs genîwad; 
stone Sâ æfter stâne, stearc-heort onfand 
fëondes fôt-lâst; hë tö forÔ gestôp 

2290 dyman cræfte, dracan hëafde nëah.
Swâ mæg unfêge ëafte gedlgan 
wëan ond wræc-sïft, së Öe Waldendes 
hyldo gehealdej*. Hord-weard sôhte
georae æfter gründe, wolde guman findan, 

2295 )>one J?e him on sweofote sâre getëode; 
hât ond hrëoh-môd hlæw oft ymbe-hwearf 
ealne ûtanweardne, në Sær £nig mon 
on pære wëstenne; hwæôre [wïges] gefeh,
beû[dwe] weorces; hwîlum on beorh æthwtarf

2300 sinc-fæt sôhte. Hê J)æt sôna onfand
ftæt hæfde gumena sum goldes gefandod, 
hëah-gestrëona. Hord-wear<f onbâd 
earfoSlïce, oSSæt Sfen cwôm; 
wæs 6â gebolgen beorges hyrde 

2305 wolde [s]t lâSa lige forgyldan
drinc-fæt dÿre. Pâ wæs dæg sceacen 
wyrme on willan; nô on wealle læ[n]g 
hïdan wolde, ac mid bæle fôr, 
fÿre gefÿsed. Wæs se fruma egeslïc 

2310 Jëodum on lande, swâ hyt lungre wearS 
on hyra sinc-gifan sâre geendod.

XXXIII Dâ se gæst ongan glêdum spïwan,

2296b MS. hlaewû: em. Kemble.
2298b MS. hilde: em. Trautmann.
2299a MS. bee. The em. follows Malone, NC, p. 88, who argues that 

Scribe II wrote “bead,” skipping one “we” in a copy text that read “beadwo' 
weorces.”

2305a MS. fela #a: em. Bugge.
2307b MS. læg: em. Cosijn. The MS. reading can be retained simply by 

placing a comma at the end of the line (thus von Schauberfs edition). Then 
the translation would go: “he did not remain inside the wall, he would not 
wait.*
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2315

2320

2325

2330

2335

2340

2345

beorht hofu bærnan; bryne-lêoma stöd 
eidum on andan; nô <5œr âht cwices 
läÖ lyft-floga M an wolde.
Wæs }>æs wyrmes wig wide gesÿne,
nearo-fâges nïÔ 
hû 5e güÔ-sceafta 
hatode ond hÿnde; 
dryht-sele dymne 
Hæfde land-wara 
baie ond bronde; 
wïges ond wealles;

Pâ wæs Bïowulfe 
snöde tö sô5e, 
bolda seiest,

nëan ond feorran, 
Gêata lêode 
Aord eft gescêat, 

ær dæges hwîle. 
tigt befangen, 
beorges getruwode, 

him sêo wên gelêah. 
brôga gecÿtfed 

J>æt his sylfes h[â]m9 
bryne-wylmum mealt,

gif-stôl Gëata. pæt Sâm gôdan wæs
hrëow on hreftre, hyge-sorge mast;
wënde s t  wlsa |>æt hê Wealdende
ofer ealde riht, êcean Dryhtne,
bitre gebulge; Arêost innan wêoll
J?êostrum geJ?oncum, swa him gej?ÿwe ne wæs.
Hæfde llg-draca lêoda fæsten,
êa-lond ütan, eorft-weard Öone
glêdum forgrunden; him 5æs güÖ-kyning,
Wedera jrïoden, wræce leoraode.
Heht him )>ä gewyrcean wïgendra hlêo 
eall-îrenne, eorla dryhten, 
wïg-bord wratlic; wisse hê gearwe
pxt him holt-wudu ht[lpan] ne meahte,
lind wiÖ lige. Sceolde [/?])>end-daga
æ}>eling ar-göd ende gebîdan,
worulde lîfes, ond se wynn somod,
J>êah 5e hord-welan hëolde lang*.

Oferhogode <5â hringa fengel,

2325b MS. him: em. Grundtvig.
2340b MS. be....: restored by Thorkelin.
2341b MS. sceolde .. /  fcend daga (letter-spaces at MS. line-end from 

Thorkelin B): restoration by Malone, NCt p. 89. Usually emended as “l&n- 
daga” (loaned days) following Grundtvig.
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2350

2355

2360

2365

2370

2375

J>æt hê J?one wïd-flogan weorode gesôhte, 
sïdan herge; no he him pä sæcce ondrëd, 
nê him pxs wyrmes wïg for wiht dyde, 
eafoÖ ond eilen, forÖon hë &τ fêla
nearo nëÔende nïfta gedîgtfe,
hilde-hlemma, syÖÖan hê Hröftgäres,
sigor-ëadig secg, sele fælsode
ond æt gûôe forgrâp Grendeles mægum 
lâôan cynnes. Nô pæt læsest wæs
hond-gemô/[ô], pâbr mon Hygelâc slôh,
syÖÖan Gêata cyning güôe rsèsum,
frëa-wine folca Frës-londum on,
HrëÔles eafora hiora-dryncum swealt,
bille gebëatew. t>onan Bïowulf côm 
sylfes cræfte, sund-nytte drëah;
hæfde him on earme [eorla] J?ritig[ra]
hilde-geatwa, J?â hë to holme [s/]äg;
nealles Hetware hrëmge poit[t]on
fêfre-wïges, J?e him foran ongêan 
/inde b£ron; lÿt eft becwôm
fram pâm /lild-frecan hâmes nîosan.
Oferswam <5â sioleSa bigong sunu EcgÔêowes, 
earn ân-haga eft tô lëodum; 
pxr him Hygâ gebëad hord ond rîce, 
bëagas ond brego-5tôl; beame ne truwode,
pæt hë wiS æl-fylcum ëj>el-stôlas
healdan cöSe, Öä wæs Z/ygelâc dëad.
Nô tSÿ £r fëasceafte /indan meahton
æt <5âm æÔelinge ænige Ôinga,
pxi hë Heardrëde hlâford w&re,
oÖfte J?one cynedôm cîosan wolde;
hwæÔre hë hi[ne] on folce frëond-lârum hêold,

2347b MS. J>a: em. Thorkelin.
2355a MS. hond gemot: em. Kemble.
2361-62 The MS. leaf begins: ... XXX hilde geat wa l>ahe to holme 
..ag: em. and trans, follow Fred C. Robinson, SP 62 (1965), 12.
2363b MS. J>orf. with “on” from Thorkelin B: restored by Kemble. 
2377a MS. hî: em. Thorpe.
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ëstum mid are, oSSæt hê yldra wearö, 
Weder-Gëatum wëold. Hyne wræc-mæcgas

2380 ofer s£ söhtan, suna öhteres;
hæfdon hÿ forhealden heim Scylfinga,
J>one sêlestan sâè-cyninga,
)>ära <5e in Swlo-rice sine brytnade, 
mæme pëoden. Him J>æt tö mearce wearö; 

2385 hê pœr [/]or feorme feorh-wunde hlëat, 
sweordes swengum, sunu Hygeläces, 
ond him eft gewät OngenSîoes beam
h âmes nïosan, sySÔan Heardrëd læg,
lët Sone brego-stôl Bîowulf healdan

2390 Gëatum wealdan; J?æt wæs gôd cyning.
XXXIHI Së Ôæs lëod-hryres lëan gemunde

uferan dôgrum, Eadgilse wearÖ, 
fëasceaftum frëond; folce gestëpte 
ofer s£ side sunu Öhteres,

2395 wigum ond wSpnum; hê gewræc sySSan
cealdum cear-sïSum, cyning ealdre binëat
Swâ hê nlSa gehwane genesen hæfde,
slïftra geslyh/a, sunu EcgSîowes,
ellen-weorca, öS Sone ânne dæg,

2400 hê wiS J>âm wyrme gewegan sceolde. 
Gewät \>ä twelfa sum, tome gebolgen, 
dryhten Gêata dracan scëawia/t.
Hæfde J>â gefrûnen, hwanan slo f&htS ârâs, 
bealo-nîS bioma; him tö bearme cwöm 

2405 mâSJmm-fæt mære J?urh Ûæs meldan hond.
Sê wæs on Sam Srëate j?reottëo#a secg, 
sê Sæs orleges ôr onstealde,
hæft /lyge-giômor, sceolde hêan Sonon 
wong Hüsian. Hê ofer willan gîong,

2410 tö Sæs Se hê eorS-sele ânne wisse, 
hlæw under Ärüsan holm-wylme nêh, 
ÿS-gewinne; sê wæs innan full

2383a MS. J>ara Se /  $e: em. Kemble.
2385a MS. orfeoime: em. Hermann Möller, Das altenglischen Volksepos 

(Kiel: Lipsius & Tlscfier, 1883), p. 111.



194 B e o w u lf

2415

2420

2425

2430

2435

2440

2445

wrâètta ond wira. Weard unhlore,
gearo güS-freca gold-mâSmas hëold, 
eald under eorSan; næs pæt ÿSe cëap
tö gegangenne gumena £nigum.

Gesæt Sä on næsse nïS-heard cyning 
J>enden hælo âbêad heorS-genëatum,
gold-wine Gëata. Him wæs geömor sefa 
wäfre ond wæl-füs, wyrd ungemete nëah,
së Sone gomelan grëtan sceolde,
sëcean säwle hord, sundur gedælan
l2f wiS lïce; nö J>on lange wæs 
feorh æj?elinges fl£sce bewunden.

Biowulf ma)>elade, beam EcgSëowes:
“Fêla ic on giogoSe gü3-r£sa genæs, 
orleg-hwîla; ic j>æt eall gemon. 
le wæs jyfan-wintre, )>â mec sinca baldor, 
frëa-wine folca æt mînum fæder genam.
Hëold mec ond hæfde HrëSel cyning9 
geaf më sine ond symbel, sibbe gemunde; 
næs ic him tô life läSra öwihte
beom in burgum J>onne his beama hwylc, 
Hereb eald ond HæScyn, oSSe Hygeläc min.
Wæs )?äm yldestan ungedëfellce 
m£ges d£dum morJ>or-bed strëd, 
sySSan hyne HæScyn of hom-bogan, 
his frëa-wine flâne geswencte,
miste mercelses ond his m£g o/scêt,
brôSor öSeme, blödigan gäre.
Pæt wæs feoh-lëas gefeoht, fyrenum gesyngad, 
hreSre hyge-mëSe; sceolde hwæSre swâ ]>ëah 
æSiling unwrecen ealdres linnan.

“Swâ biS geômorlïc gomelum ceorle 
tô gebldanne, J?æt his byre ride 
giong on galgan; J>onne hë gyd wrece, 
sârigne sang, }>onne his sunu hangaS
hrefne tô hrôSre ond hë him help[e] ne mæg, 
eald ond infrôd, ænige gefremmo/i.

2448b MS. helpa/i: em. Kemble.
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2450 Symble biÖ gemyndgad moma gehwylce 
eaforan ellor-sIÖ, öÖres ne gÿmetf
tô gebldanne burgum in innan 
yrfe-weardas, J>onne se an hafaS 
}?urh dëaftes nÿd dæda gefondad.

2455 GesyhÖ sorh-cearig on his suna büre 
v/In-sele wëstne, windge reste
rëote berofene; rldend swefaft, 
hæleÔ in hoÖman; nis J?ær hearpan swëg,

XXXV1 Soraen m Searduni, swylce Ôær iü wæron.
^460 I uGewIteö N 11116 on sealman, sorh-lêoô gæleS,

J ân æfter ânum; Jmhte him eall tô rüm,
wongas ond wîc-stede. Swâ Wedra helm 
æfter Herebealde heortan sorge
weal/ende wæg; wihte ne meahte 

2465 on Ôâm feorh-bonan fêghfte gebêtan;
nô ôÿ ær hë J)one heaÔo-rinc hatian ne meahte 
lâÔum dædum, |>ëah him lëof ne wæs.
Hë Ôa mid \>ære sorhge, [si#] Jje him sâr[e] belamp, 
gum-drëam ofgeaf, Godes lêoht gecëas;

2470 eaferum læfde, swâ dëft êadig mon,
lond ond lëod-byrig, J?â hë of life gewât.

“Pä wæs synn ond sacu Swëona ond Gêata 
ofer [wïd] wæter wrôht gemæne,
here-nîS hearda, sy55an HrëÔel swealt,

2475 oS<5e him OngenÔëowes eaferan w&ran 
frome, fyrd-hwate; frëode ne woldon
ofer heafo healdan, ac ymb Hrëosna-beorh
eatolne inwit-scear oft gefremedon.

2464a MS. weal /  ../ide with Thorkelin A and B weal linde probably in 
error; Conybeare (1826) attested an “e” after the second “1.” See Dobbie, 
p. 244, for analysis of the misreading.

2468b MS. J?e hi sio sar: this looks corrupt since wsar” (grief) is regularly 
neuter. Em. by Sedgefield, on the analogy of line 2222b, as the best of many 
suggestions, including retaining the MS. form as feminine (Chambers, von 
Schaubert).

2473a Lost word at edge of MS. Thorkelin A rid: restoration by 
Grundtvig.

2478b MS. oft ge ge fremedon: em. Thorkelin.
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Pæt mæg-wine mine gewrôcan, 
féêhSe ond fyrene, swâ hyt gefræge wæs, 
J?ëah Ôe ôSer his ealdre gebohte,
heardan cêape; HæÔcynne wearô,
Gêata dryhtne, güS onsôge.
Pâ ic on morgne gefrægn mæg ôSeme 
billes ecgum on bonan stâfclan, 
p&x Ongercjrêow Eofores nïosaÔ; 
gïiS-helm tögläd, gomela Scylfing 
hrêas [heoro]-b\âc\ bond gemunde 
fæhSo genôge, feorh-sweng ne o/têah.

“Ic him pâ mâÔmas, pê hê mê sealde, 
geald æt güôe, swâ mê gifeSe wæs,
lêohtan sweorde; hê mê lond forgeaf,
eard, ëSel-wyn. Næs him £nig )>earf
pæt hê tô GifÔum oSSe tô Gâr-Denum

sêcean J?urfe 
weorSe gecÿpan; 

symle ic him on fëSan beforan wolde, 
âna on orde, ond swâ tô aldre sceall 
sæcce fremman, J?enden pis sweord J>olaS, 
pæt mec ær ond siS oft gelöste, 
sySSan ic for dugeSum Dæghrefne wearô 
tô hand-bonan, Hüga cempan.
Nalles hê Sä frætwe Frës-cyning[e], 
brêost-weorSunge bringan môste,
ac in c[a]mp[e] gecrong cumbles hyrde, 
æ]>eling on eine; ne wæs ecg bona, 
ac him hilde-grâp heortan wylmas,
bân-hùs gebræc. Nû sceall billes ecg,
hond ond heard sweord ymb hord wîgan.”

Bêowulf maSelode, bëot-wordum spræc 
nlehstan slSe: ‘7c genêSde fêla
gûSa on geogoSe; gÿt ic wylle,

oSSe in Swïo-rîce 
wyrsan wïg-frecan,

2488a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Grein. 
2503b MS. fres cyning: em. Grundtvig.
2505a MS. incempan: cm. Kemble.
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frôd folces weard, fêhSe sêcan, 
m£rSu fremman* gif mec se män-sceaSa 
of eorS-sele üt gesêceS!”
Gegrëtte Sä gumena gehwylcne,
hwate helm-berend hindeman slSe, 
sw&se geslSas: “Nolde ic sweord heran,
wæpen tö wyrme, 
wiS Sam âglæcean 
gylpe wiSgrîpan, 
ac ic Sær heaSu-fÿres 
[o]reSes ond attres; 
bord ond byman. 
oferflëon fötes trem, 
weorSan £ t wealle, 
Metod manna gehwæs.

gif ic wyste hü 
eil es meahte

swä ic giö wiS Grendle dyde; 
hâtes wëne, 

forSon ic më on hafu 
Nelle ic beorges weard 

ac une Ifurdur] sceal 
swä une wyrd getëoS,

Ic eom on mode from,
pæt ic wiS J>one güS-flogan gylp ofersitte. 
Gebïde gê on beorge, bymum werede, 
seegas on searwum, hwæSer sêl mæge
æfter wæl-ræse wunde gedÿgan
uncer twëga. Nis pæt ëower sîS, 
në gemet mannes, nef ne mïn ânes,
\pœ\t hë wiS ägläcan eofoSo dSble 
eorlscype efne. Ic mid eine sceall
gold gegangan, oSSe güS nimeS,
feorh-bealu frëcne, frëan ëoweme!”

Ârâs Sâ bï ronde rôf ôretta, 
heard under helme, hioro-sercean bær
under stân-cleofu, strengo getruwode
ânes mannes; ne biS swylc earges slSl 
Geseah Sâ be wealle, së Se woma fêla,

2514a MS. mærdü: em. Bugge.
2523a MS. reÔes 7 hattres: em. Greîn and Grundtvig respectively. Of 

special interest since it resembles hendiadys in classical rhetoric. For further 
discussion and references, see A. S. Cook, MLN  40 (1925), 137-142, and 
R. D. Stevick, MLQ 20 (1959), 339-343.

2525b No gap in MS: conjectural restoration by Klaeber.
2533b MS. nefne from Thorkelin B only.
2534a MS. wat: em. Grundtvig.
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gum-cystum gôd, gùÔa gedigde,
hilde-hlemma, J?onne hnitan fëÔan, 
rto[rt]dan stän-bogan, stream üt |>onan 
brecan of beorge; wæs )>ære buman wælm
heaôo-fÿrum hât; ne meahte horde nëah 
unbymende ænige hwïle 
dêop gedÿgan for dracan lëge.
Lët Öä of brëostum, Öä hê gebolgen wæs, 
Weder-Gëata lëod word üt faran,

stefn in becôm 
under hâme stân. 
hord-weard oncnîow 

næs Ôær mâra fyrst 
From ôrest cwôm

stearc-heort styrmde; 
heaÔo-torht hlynnan 
Hete wæs onhrëred, 
mannes reorde; 
frëode tô friclan.
oruÔ âglæcean üt of stäne,
hât hilde-swât; h ruse dynede.
Biorn under beorge bord-rand onswâf 
wiÔ Öäm gryre-gieste, Gëata dryhten; 
Öä wæs hring-bogan heorte gefÿsed 
sæcce tô sëceanne. Sweord ær gebrâèd 
gôd güÖ-cyning, gomele lâfe,

æghwæÔrum wæs 
bröga. fram öÖrum. 
wid stëapne rond 

öä se wyrm gebëah 
hë on searwum bâd. 

gebogan scrïôa/i, 
Scyld wël gebearg

ecgum ungliaw; 
bealo-hycgendra 
StïÔ-môd gestôd 
winia bealdor, 
snüde tôsomne; 
Gewât Öä bymende 
tô gescipe scyndan.
life ond lice læssan hwïle
mærum |)ëodne J>onne his myne sôhte;

forman dôgore, 
swà him wyrd ne gescrâf 

Hond up abr£d 
gryre-fâhne slôA

Ôær hë pÿ fyrste, 
wealdan môste, 
hrëÔ æt hilde. 
Gëata dryhten,
incge-lâfe, pæt slo ecg gewäc,

2545a MS. rtodan: em. Thorpe.
2564a MS. un/gleaw: with “e" partially erased.
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brun on bane, bât unswlSor 
J>onne his Sïod-cyning pearfe hæfde, 
bysigum gebæded. Pâ wæs beorges weard
æfter heaSu-swenge on hrëoum mode,
wearp wæl-fÿre; wide sprungon
hilde-lëoman. HrëS-sigora ne gealp 
gold-wine Gêata; güS-bill geswäc, 
nacod æt nïÔe, swâ hyt nô sceolde,
ïren £r-gôd. Ne wæs pæt ëSe siS, 
pæt se mæra maga EcgSëowes 
grund-wong J>one ofgyfan wolde;
sceolde [ofer] willan wie eardian
elles hwergen, swâ sceal æghwylc mon 
àlsfetan l£n-dagas. Næs Sa long tô Son
pæt Sa âglæcean hÿ eft gemêtton.
Hyrte hyne hord-weard —hreSer &Sme wëoll-
niwan stefne; nearo Srôwode,
fyre befongen, së Se £ r folce wëold.
Nealies him on hëape hand-gesteallan, 
æSelinga beam ymbe gestôdon
hilde-cystum, ac hÿ on holt bugon,

Hiora in ânum wëoll 
sibb £fre ne mæg 

J?âm Se wël J>enceS.
Wiglaf wæs hâten, Wëoxstânes sunu, 

lëofHc lind-wiga, lëod Scylfinga, 
m£g Ælfheres; geseah his mon-dryhten 
under here-grlman hât )?rowian.
Gemunde Sä Sä are pc hë him £r forgeaf,
wïc-stede weligne WSgmundinga, 
folc-rihta gehwylc, swâ his fæder ahte;
ne mihte Sâ forhabban, hond rond gefêng, 
geolwe linde; gomel swyrd getëah,
pæt wæs mid eldum Ëanmundes lâf,

ealdre burgan. 
sefa wiS sorgum; 
wiht onwendan

2589a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Rieger. 
2596b MS. heand gesteaüan: em. Kemble.
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swna öhtere[j]. päm  æt sæcce wearö,
wrœcca[n\ wine-lêasum, Wêohstân bana
mëces ecgwm, ond his mâgum ætbær
brün-fägne helm, hringde byman,
eald-sweord etonisc. pæt him Onela forgeaf, 
his gædelinges güÔ-gewædu, 
fyrd-searo füslïc; nö ymbe Ôâ fæhôe spræc, 
pëah 5e hê his brööor beam äbredwade.
Hê frætwe gehêold fêla missëra, 
bill ond byrnan, oftôæt his byre mihte 
eorlscipe efnan swâ his aër-fæder;
geaf him Öä mid Gëatum güÖ-gewäda 
Æghwæs unrïm, pâ hë of ealdre gewät, 
frôd on forÖ-weg. \>à wæs forma sîô 
geongan cempan pæt hë gûSe r£s
mid his frëo-dryhtne fremman sceolde.
Ne gemealt him se môd-sefa, në his m£ges lâf 
gewâc æt wïge; p [ æ t]  se wyrm onfand 
sySÛan hle tôgædre gegân hæfdon.

Wiglaf maftelode, word-rihta fêla
sægde gesîSum— him wæs sefa geômor:

p& T wë medu J?ëgun 
üssum hlâforde 

in bîor-sele, de ös Öäs bëagas geaf, 
p æ t wë him 5â güÔ-getâwa gyldan woldon, 
gif him Jjyslicu p e a r t  gelumpe,
helmas ond heard sweord. Dë hë üsic on herge gecëas 
tô Ôyssum sïÔ-fate sylfes willum,
onmunde üsic märöa, ond më pas mäÖmas geaf, 
p e  hë üsic gâr-wïgend gode tealde, 
hwate helm-berend, J>ëah 5e hlâford üs
pis ellen-weorc äna äööhte

“le Ôæt mœl geman 
porme wë gehëton

2612a MS. ohtere: em. Grundtvig.
2613 MS. wrœcca from  Thorkelin A : em. Ettm üller. MS. weohstanes: 

em. Grundtvig.
2628b MS. mægenes: em. Ettmüller.
2629b MS. ha: em. Thorpe.
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tö gefremmanne, folces hyrde,
2645 forÖäm hë manna mæst mærÔa gefremede, 

dæda dolllcra. Nü is sê dæg cumen 
pxi ure wian-dryhten mægenes behôfaft, 
gödra güÔ-rinca; wutun gongan tô, 
helpan hild-fruman, penden hyt sÿ,

2650 glëd-egesa grim! God wät on mec
pxt mê is micle lêofre pxt mlnne lïc-haman 
mid mïnne gold-gyfan glëd fæômie.
Ne J?ynceÔ më gerysne pxt wë rondas beren 
eft tô earde, nemne wë £ror mægen 

2655 fane gefyllan, /eorh ealgian
Wedra Ôëodnes. Ic wät geare,
pxt nSron eald-gewyrht, pxt hë âna scyle 
Gêata duguÖe gnom t>rôwian,
gesîgan æt sæcce; ürum sceal sweord ond helm,

2660 byme ond b[eû]du-scrüd bâm gemfcne.”
Wôd j>â J>urh pone wæl-rëc, wîg-Âeûfolan bær 
frëan on fultum, fëa worda cwœô:
“Lêofa Bïowulf, l£st eall tela,
swâ Sü on geoguû-fëore geâra gecw&de,

2665 pxt Ôü ne âlæte be Ôë lifigendum
dôm gedrëosan; scealt nü d£dum rôf,
æÔeling ân-hÿdig, ealle mægene
feorh ealgian; ic Së ful-lSstu.”

Æfter Ôâm wordum wyrm yrre cwôm,
2670 atol inwit-g^ji, ôÔre sïÔe,

fÿr-wylmum fâh, fîonda nïosian
läÖra manna. Llg ÿSum for,
bom bord wid rond; byme ne meahte 
geongum gâr-wigan gëoee gefremman;

2675 ac se maga geonga undér his mæges scyld

2660a MS. byrdu scrud: em. EttmUller.
2671b Thorkelin A mosum, B niosnan: restoration deduced by Grundtvig. 
2672-73 Several different word-divisions are possible here, such as: lig- 

ydum forbom /  bord wiö rond[e]. The present arrangement is adapted from 
R. Willard, MLN  76 (1961), 290-93,
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eine geêode, pâ his âgen [wœs] 
glëdum forgranden. pâ gên güS-cyning 
m [œrda] gemunde, mægen-strengo slôh 
hilde-bille, pœt hyt on heafolan stôd 

2680 nîj?e genÿded; Nægling forbærst,
geswâc æt sæcce sweord Bîowulfes, 
gomol ond græg-m&l. Him pæt gifeÔe ne wæs, 
pœt him Irenna ecge mihton 
helpan æt hilde; wæs sîo hond to strong 

2685 sê Ôe mëca gehwane, mine geftôge,
swenge ofersôhte, J>onne hê tô sæcce bær 
w£pen wundum heard; næs him wihte Ôê sêl.

Pâ wæs )>ëod-sceaÛa J?riddan sîôe, 
frêcne fÿr-draca fêhSa gemyndig,

2690 rSsde on Sone rôfan, pâ him rûm âgeald; 
hât ond heaÔo-grim, heals ealne ymbefëng
biteran bânum; hë geblôdegod wearS 
sâwul-drïore; swât ÿÔum wëoll.

XXXVII Dâ ic æt J>earfe [gefrœgn] J>ëod-cyninges
2695 andlongne eorl eilen cÿSan,

cræft ond cënfru, swâ him gecynde wæs.
Ne hëdde hë |>æs heafolan, ac sîo hand gebam 
môdiges mannes, p&r hë his m&ges healp 
J?æt hë J>one nïS-gæst nîoÔor hwëne slôh,

2700 secg on searwiim, pæt tSæt sweord gedëaf 
fâh ond fêted, pæt 5æt fÿr ongon 
sweÖrian syÖÖan. p â  gën sylf cyning 
gewëold his gewitte, wæll-seaxe gebr£d,
biter ond beadu-scearp, pæt hë on byman wæg; 

2705 forwrât Wedra helm wyrm on middan.
Fëond gefyldan —ferh eilen wræc—
ond hl hyne pâ bëgen âbroten hæfdon, 
sib-æSelingas. Swylc sceolde secg wesan,
}>egn æt Ôearfe! pæt Sâm J>ëodne wæs

2676b Conjectural restoration by Grundtvig for word lost at edge. 
2678a MS. m....: conjectural restoration by Grundtvig.
2694a No gap in MS.: addition by Kemble.
2698b MS. mægenes: em. Kemble.



212 Beowulf

2710

2715

2720

2725

2730

2735

2740

gesæt on sesse; 
bü Öä stân-bcgan 
ëce eorS-reced

sP5as[r] sige-hwîle sylfes d£dum
worlde geweorces. Dâ sïo wund ongon,
J>e him se eord-draca £r geworhte,
swelan ond swella/i; hë pxt sôna onfand 
pxt him on brëostum bealo-nïôe wêoll
attor on innan. Dâ se æfteling gîOMg 
pxt hê bî wealle, wîs-hycgende,

seah on enta geweorc, 
stapulum fæste 

innan heakte.
Hyne pâ mid handa heoro-drêorigne 
pëoden mærae, J>egn ungemete till
wine-dryfc/ert his wætere gelafede,
hilde-sædne, ond his hel[m\ onspëon.

Bîowulf maJ?elode— hë ofer benne spræc,
wunde wæl-blëate; wisse hë gearwe
pxt hë dæg-hwïla gedrogen hæfde,
eorôan wyn[ne]; Sa wæs eall sceacen
dôgor-gerîmes, dêaÔ ungemete nêah:
“ Nü ic suna mînum syllan wolde
guÖ-gewÄdu, pæi më gifeÔe swâ
Snig yrfe-weard æfter wurde,

le Ôâs lëode hêold 
næs së folc-cyning, 

ænig Ôâra, 
pê mec güÔ-winum grêtan dorste,
egesan 5ëon. le on earde bâd
mâl-gesceafta, hêold min tela,
ne sôhte searo-nïÔas, në më swôr fêla 
â5a on unr/ht. Ic Sæs ealles mæg,
feorh-bennum sëoe, gtfëan habban;
forSâm më wîtan ne Searf Waldend fïra

lice gelenge. 
fîftig wintra; 
ymbe-sittendra

2710a MS. siffas? em. Grein.
2714b Nothing now left in MS. after “beal,” but Thorkelin A bealomft, 

B bealo niSi where the second “i” answered to the downstroke of an “e.” 
Restored thus by Malone, NC, p. 96.

2723b MS. he/, with Thorkelin A helo, B heb: em. Grein.
2727a MS. wyn..: restored by Thorkelin.
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2745

2750

XXXVIII

2755

2760

2765

2770

hring-net beran, 
u[n]der beorges hröf. 
pâ. hê bl sesse gëong,

morôor-bealo mâga, J>onne min sceaceÔ
Ilf of lice. Nü Ôü lungre geong 
hord scëawian under hâme stân,
Wiglaf lëofa, nü se wyrm ligeÔ,
swefeö sâre wund, since berëafod.
Bîo nü on ofoste, pæt ic aèr-welan, 
gold-æht ongite, gearo scëawige
swegle searo-gimmas, pæt ic tSÿ sëft mæge
æfter mäÖÖum-welan min âlætan,
lïf ond lëodscipe, J?one ic longe hëold.”

Dâ ic snüde gefrægn sunu Wîhstânes 
æfter word-cwydum wundum dryhtne 
hÿran heaSo-sïocum, 
brogdne beadu-sercean 
Geseah 5â sige-hrêÔig, 
mago-)?egn môdig mäÖÖum-sigla fealo 
gold glitinian gründe getenge,
wundur on wealle, ond J?æs wyrmes denn 
ealdes üht-flogan orcas stondan, 
fym-manna fatu, feormend-lëase, 
hyrstum behrorene. pær wæs helm monig,

earm-bëaga fêla,
Sine ëaÔe mæg, 
gum-cynnes gehwone 

oferhïgian, hÿde së 5e wylle!
Swylce hë siomian geseah segn eall-gylden 
hëah ofer horde, hond-wundra mæst, 
gelocen leoÔo-cræftum; of Öäm lëoma stôd, 
pæt hë J>one grund-wong ongitan meahte, 
wræ[i]e giondwlïtan. Næs Ôæs wyrmes p&t 
onsÿn ænig, ac hyne ecg fomam.
Dâ ic on hlâfcwe gefrægn hord rëafian,

eald ond ômig, 
searwum gesæled. 
gold on grund[e],

2755b MS. urder: em. Thorkelin.
2765a MS. grund: em. Grundtvig.
2769b MS. leoman: em. Kemble.
2771a MS. wræce: em. Thorpe and universally accepted since OE. “t” 

looks much like “c.” But the MS. form, meaning **vengeance, punishment,**
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2775

2780

2785

2790

2795

2800

2805

eald enta geweorc änne mann an,
him on bearm hi[a]don bunan ond discas
sylfes dôme; segn ëac genö/n,
bëacna beorhtost. Bill ær gescöd 
—ecg wæs ïren— eald-hläfordes
}>äm dära madma mund-bora wæs 
longe hwlle, llg-egesan wæg
hätne for horde, hioro-weallende
middel-nihtum, od)?æt hê mordre swealt.

Är wæs on ofoste, eft-sïdes geom, 
frætwum gefyrdred; hyne fyrwet bræc,
hwæder collen-ferÖ cwicne gemêtte
in dâm wong-stede Wedra J>ëoden
ellen-sïocne, pæi hê hine £ r forlêt.
Hê dâ mïd J?âm mâdmum m£me Jüoden, 
dryhten sinne, drïorigne fand, 
ealdres æt ende; hê hine eft ongon
wæteres weorpan, odJ>æt wordes ord 
brëost-hord j>urhbræc. [Bëowulf mapelode,]
gomel on gio[/z]ôe, gold scéawode:
“le dâra frætwa Frêan ealles danc, 
Wuldur-cyninge, wordum seege,
ëcum Dryhtne, J>e ic hër on starie,
J?æs de ic môste minum lëodum
ær swylt-dæge swylc ges/rynan.
Nü ic on mâdma hord mine behohte
frôde feorh-lege, fremmad gêna
lêodd. )>earfe; ne mæg ic hër leng wesan. 
Hâtad Aeado-mære hlæw gewyrcean, 
beorhtne æfter b£le æt brimes nosan;
së scel tô gemyndum mïnum lëodum 
hëah hlîfian on Hrones-næsse, 
pxt hit sæ-lïdend syddan hâtan

2775a MS. hlodon from Tborkelin B: em. Grein.
2792b Lack of alliteration indicates the loss of a half-line. Conjectural 

restoration by Sedgefield.
2793a MS. giogoöe: em. Grein.
2799b MS. minne: em. Ettmiiller.
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Bïowulfes biorh, Ôâ Öe brentingas 
ofer /löda genipu feorran drlfaÖ.”

Dyde him of healse hring gyldenne 
2810 J?ïoden }>rlst-hÿdig, J?egne gesealde,

geongum gär-wigan, gold-fähne heim, 
bëah ond by man, hët hyne brücan well: 
“Pü eart ende-läf üsses cynnes, 
Wægmundinga; ealle wyrd fors[w]ëo[p]

2815 mine mägas tö metod-sceafte,
eorlas on eine; ic him æfter sceal.”
Pæt wæs päm gomelan gingæste word 
brëost-gehygdum, £r hë bæl cure, 
hâte heaÔo-wylmas; him of h [re] Öre gewät 

2820 säwol sëcean sôS-fæstra döm.
[XXXIX] Dä wæs gegongen gum[an] unfrödum 

earfoÔlïce, pæt hë on eorÖan geseah
ponc lêofestan llfes æt ende,
blêate gebäran. Bona swylce læg,

2825 egesllc eorÖ-draca, ealdre berêafod, 
bealwe gebæded. Bëah-hordum leng
wyrm wöh-bogen wealdan ne moste,
ac him îrenna eega fomämon,
hearde, heaÖoscearde, homera läfe,

2830 pæt se wld-floga wundum stille 
hrëas on hrüsan hord-æme nëah.
Nalles æfter lyfte läcende hwearf 
middel-nih/wm, mâÔm-æhta wlonc
ansÿn ÿwde, ac hë eorÖan gefëoll

2814b MS. for /  speof, with the second word-element squeezed in before 
a large hole in the parchment. Emended by Kemble on the model of line 477. 
Wrenn (1st ed.) would read MS. for /  speon, with “n” written on a partly 
erased “f." This would yield uforspêon** (has lured). Malone and Zupitza 
read only an abnormally placed final “f” before the hole (NC, p. 98).

2819b MS. hwæôre: em. Kemble (followed by Dobbie). The MS. form, 
meaning “however,** also makes sense. If not a scribal error, it may point up 
the contrast between the body's death and the soul*s immortality: see Richard 
L. Hoffman, JEGP 64 (1965), 664-65 (followed by Bolton).

2821 No number in MS. but the large capital of uDa** indicates a new 
fitt. MS. gumu: em. Heyne.
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2835

2840

2845

2850

2855

2860

2865

for Sæs hild-fruman hond-geweorce.
Hüru J>æt on lande lÿt manna Sah, 
mægen-âgendra, mine gefrSëge,
J?ëah 5e hë dæda gehwæs dyrstig wære,
J>æt hë wiÖ attor-sceaÔan oreÔe geræsde, 
oÖÖe hring-sele hondum styrede,
gif hë wæccende weard onfunde
büon on beorge. Bïowulfe wearÖ
dryht-mâÔma à&l dëaÔe forgolden;
hæfde ôghwæS[er] ende gefëred
l£nan lifes. Næs Öä lang tö Öon,
J?æt Öä hild-latan holt ofgëfan,
tydre trëow-logan, tÿne ætsomne,
Öä ne dorston £ r dareôum lâcan 
on hyra man-dryhtnes miclan J>earfe; 
ac hÿ scamiende scyldas bæran, 
güÔ-gew£du, pxr se gomela læg;
wlïtan on Wïlâf. Hë gewërgad sæt,
fëôe-cempa, frëan eaxlum nëah,
wehte hyne wætre, him wiht ne spëo[w].
Ne meahte hë on eorÔan, Ôëah hë üÔe wël, 
on Öäm frum-gäre feorh gehealdan, 
në Ôæs Wealdendes wiht oncirran; 
wolde dôm Godes dædum r&dan
gumena gehwylcum swâ hë nü gën dëÔ.

P ä wæs æt Öäm geong[o/i] grim andswani 
ëô-begëte J>âm Ôe &t his eine forlëas.
Wiglaf maÔelode, Wëohstânes sunu,
sec [g] särig-ferÖ— seah on unlëofe:
“Pæt, lâ, mæg secgan, së Öe wyle söÖ specan, 
pæt se mon-dryhten, së ëow 5â mäÖmas geaf, 
ëored-geatwe, J?e gë p&r on standaÔ,

2844a MS. æghwæôre: em. Kemble.
2854b MS. speop: em. Thorkelin.
2860a MS. geongü: em. A. J. Barnouw, Textkritische Untersuchungen 

(Leiden: Brill, 1902), p. 36.
2863a MS. sec: em. Thorkelin. Wrenn-Bolton retains MS. form as “sêc,V 

a by-form of “sëoc” (ill, weak, sad).
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2870

2875

2880

2885

2890

XL

2895

2900

]>onne hë on ealu-bence oft gesealde 
heal-sittendum helm ond byman,
Jrëoden his J?egnum, swylce hê J>rÿdlïcost
öwer feor oÖÖe nêah findan meahte, 
pæt hê gênunga güÔ-gewædu
wräÖe forwurpe, Öä hyne wïg beget.
Nealies folc-cyning fyrd-gesteö//wm 
gylpan )?orfte; hwæftre him God üöe, 
sigora Waldend, pæt hê hyne sylfne gewræc, 
äna mid ecge, pä him wæs eines J>earf.
Ic him lif-wraÖe lÿtle meahte
ætgifan æt güÖe, ond ongan swä J?ëah
ofer min gemet mæges helpan;
symle wæs pÿ s£mra, J?onne ic sweorde drep 
ferhS-genlÖlan, fÿr unswlÖor
wëoll of gewitte. [R^ergendra tö lyt 
J?rong ymbe }?ëoden, pä hyne slo präg hecwöm. 
[N]ü sceal sinc-J?ego ond swyrd-gi/w,
eall ëôel-wyn ëowrum cynne,
lufen âlicgean; lond-rihtes möt 
pæie mæg-burge monna Sghwylc 
îdel hweorfan, sySSan æÔelingas

flëam ëoweme,
DëaÔ bift sêlla 
J?onne edwït-lïf.”

Heht Öä pæt heaÔo-weorc tô hagan bïodan 
up ofer ecg-clif, pâbr pæt eorl-weorod
morgen-longne dæg möd-giömor sæt, 
bord-hæbbende, bêga on wënum,
ende-dögores ond eft-cymes
lëofes monnes. Lÿt swïgode
nlwra spella, së Ôe næs gerâd,
ac hë söÖ/lce sægde ofer ealle:
“Nü is wil-geofa Wedra lëoda, 
dryhten Gëata dëaS-bedde fæst, 
wunaÖ wæl-reste wyrmes dædum;

feorran gefricgean 
dôm-lëasan d£d. 
eorla gehwylcum

2882b MS. fergendra: em. Grundtvig. 
2884a MS. hu: em. Kemble.
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2905

2910

2915

2920

2925

2930

him on efn ligeÖ ealdor-gewinna
siex-bennum sêoc; sweorde ne meahte 
on Säm âglæcean ænige J?inga 
wunde gewyrcean. Wiglaf siteÖ
ofer Biowulfe, byre Wlhstänes,
eorl ofer öÖrum unlifigendum,
healdeÖ hige-mæSum hëafod-wearde,
lêofes ond läÖes. Nü ys lëodum wen
orleg-hwile, syÖÖan underfne]
Froncum ond Frÿsum fyll cyninges
wide weorÖeft. Wæs slo wröht scepen 
heard wiÖ Hügas, sySSan Higeläc cwöm
faran flot-herge on Frësna land,
pær hyne Hetware hilde genâgdon,
eine geëodon mid ofer-mægene,
J>æt se bym-wiga bûgan sceolde,
fëoll on fëSan; nalles frætwe geof
ealdor dugoÔe. Üs wæs â syÔftan
Merewïoingas milts imgyfeÖe.
Nê ic te Swëo-ôêode sibbe o9Se trëowe
wihte ne wëne, ac wæs wide cü9,
J?ætte Ongenftïo ealdre besnyÔede
Hæ9cen HrëJ?ling wiS Hrefna-wudu,
J?â for on/nêdlan £rest gesôhton
Gëata lëode Gü9-Sci/fingas.
Sôna him se frôda fæder Öhtheres,
eald ond eges-full ondslyht âgeaf,
âbrëot brim-wïsan, brÿd âheorde,
gomela[n] iô-mëowlan golde berofene,
Onelan môdor ond Ôhtheres;
ond 9â folgode feorh-genî91an,
o99æt hï oÔëodort earfoftlïce

2911b MS. under: em. Grein.
2916b MS. gehnægdon: em. Grein. The MS. form, retained by von 

Schaubert, can represent either “genagan” (attack, assail) or “gehnsgan” (to 
humble, vanquish).

2929b MS. hond slyht: em. Grein,
2931a MS. gomela: em. Grein.
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2935 in Hrefnes-holt hlâford-lêase.

Besæt Öä sin-herge swêorda läfe
wundum wêrge; wêan oit ge/iët 
earmre /eohhe ondlonge niht,
cwæ<5 hë on mergenne mëces ecgum 

2940 gêtan wolde, sum* on galg-trëowu[m]
Ifuglum] tô gamene. Frôfor eft gelamp
sârig-môdum somod Sr-dæge,
syÖÖan hîe Hygelâces hom ond bÿman, 
gealdor ongëaton, J?â se göda com

2945 lëoda dugofte on last faran.
XLI “Wæs sïo swät-swaÖu Sw[ë]ona ond Gëata, 

wæl-raës weora wide gesyne,
hü Öä foie mid him f&hÖe tôwehton.
Gewât him 3ä se göda mid his gædelingum, 

2950 fröd fela-geömor fæsten sëcean,
eorl Ongenjûo ufor oncirde;
hæfde Higelâces hilde gefrùnen,
wlonces wîg-cræft; wiÖres ne truwode
\>æt hë s£-mannum onsacan mihte,

2955 heafto-llSendum, hord forstandan,
beam ond bryde; bëah eft J>onan
eald under eorS-weall. p â  wæs æht boden 
Swëona lëodum; segn HigelâceM
freoSo-wong J>one for[^] oferëodon,

2960 syföan Hrëdlingas tô hagan J?rungon.
pstr wearS OngenSïow ecgum sweord[a] 
blonden-fexa on bid wrecen,

2940b MS. galg treowu: em. Kemble.
2941a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Thorpe.
2946b MS. swona: em. Thorkelin.
2958-59 MS. hige lace: em. Kemble. MS. ford: em. Thorkelin. If 

“Higeläce” is to be kept unemended, then Chambers offers the best treatment: 
take **bodenn (offered) as having a double subject, place the semicolon after 
“Higelàce,” and translate “then pursuit was offered to the people of the 
Swedes, [and] a [captured] banner to Hygelac.” Then the subject of the 
following “oferëodon” is an understood “they.”

2961b MS. sweordû: em. Kemble.
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2965

2970

2975

2980

2985

2990

J>æt se Jrêod-cyning 
Eafores ânne dôm. 
Wulf Wonrëding 
J?æt him for swenge 
forS under fexe. 
gomela Scilfing,

Safian sceolde 
Hyne yrringa 

w£pne geruhte, 
swät ædrum sprong 

Næs hë forht swâ Sêh, 
ac forgeald hraSe

wyrsan wrixle wæl-helm )>one, 
sySSan Sêod-cyning pydei oncirde.
Ne meahte se snella sunu Wonrëdes
ealdum ceorle ondslyht giofan,
ac hë him on hêafde helm &r gescer,
pæt hë blöde fâh bügan sceolde,
feoll on foldan; næs hë fôge pâ gît,
ac hë hyne gewyrpte, J?ëah Se him wund hrine.
Lët se hearda Higelâces j?egn
brâd[n]e mëce, pâ his brôSor læg,
eald-sweord eotonisc entiscne helm
brecon ofer bord-weal; Sä gebëah cyning,
folces hyrde, w£s in feorh dropen.
Dâ w£ron monige, pe his mSg wriSon, 
ricone ârærdon, Sä him gerÿmed wearS, 

wealdan môston. 
rinc ôSerne,

Iren-byrnan, 
ond his helm somod; 

häres hyrste Higelâce bær.
H[ê däm] frætwum fëng ond him fægre gehët 
lëana Ifore] lëodum ond gel£st[e] swâ; 
geald pone güS-rSs Gëata dryhten,
HrëSles eafora, pâ. hë tô hâm becôm,
Iofore ond Wulfe mid ofer-mäSmum, 
sealde hiora gehwæSrum hund }?üsenda

pæt hîe wæl-stôwe 
Penden rëafode 
nam on OngenSïo 
heard swyrd hiked

2972b MS. hond slyht: em. Kemble.
2978a MS. brade: em. Thorpe.
2989a MS. h....: restored by Grundtvig.

2990 Room for four or five letters at lower right-hand comer of leaf;
conjectural restoration by Heyne. MS. gelæsta: em. Kemble.



2995 landes ond locenra bëaga —ne Sorfte him Sä lean
oSwîtan

mon on middan-gearde—  syÖÖa[rt] hie Ôâ mærÔa
geslôgon;

ond Sâ Iofore forgeai ângan dohtor,
hâm-weorSunge hyldo tô wedde.

“pæt ys sïo fæhSo ond se fëondscipe,
3000 wæl-nïÔ wera, Sæs Se ic [wën] hafo, 

pê üs sêceaS tô Swëona lëoda,
sySSan hïe gefricgeaS frëan üseme
ealdor-lêasne, J?one Se Sr gehëold
wiS hettendum hord ond rïce

3005 æfter hæleSa hryre, hwate Scildingas, 
folc-rëd fremede, oSSe furSur gën
eorlscipe efnde. [iVü] is ofost betost, 
pæt wë J?ëod-cyning pær scëawian 
ond j?one gebringan, pe üs bëagas geaf,

3010 on âd-fære. Ne scel ânes hwæt
meltan mid pâm môdigan, ac J>ær is rriktSma hord,
gold unrîme, grimme gecëa\po]d%
ond nü æt sîSestan sylfes fëore
bëagas [geboh]te; pâ sceall brond fretan,

3015 Sied J>eccean, nalles eorl wegan
mâSSum tô gemyndum, në mægS scÿne 
habban on healse hring-weorSunge,
ac sceal geômor-môd, golde berëafod, 
oft, nalles Sne, elland tredan,

3020 nü se here-wîsa hleahtor âlegde,
gamen ond glëo-drëam. ForSon sceall gär wesan 
monig morgen-ceald mundum bewunden, 
hæfen on handa, nalles hearpan swëg

230 Beowulf

2996b MS. syÔÔa: em. Grundtvig.
3000b No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Kemble.
3005b The “hwate Scildingas" would be the Danes unless an emendation 

is in order. See Commentary, p. 373.
3007b MS. me: em. Kemble.
3012b MS. gecea..d: restored by Kemble.
3014a MS....... te: restored by Grundtvig.
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3025

3030

3035

3040

3045

3050

3055

XLII

wlgend weccean, ac se wonna hrefn
füs ofer faègum fela reordian,
eame secgan, hü him æt æte spëow,
)>enden hê wiS wulf wæl rêafode.”

Swä se secg hwata secggende wæs 
lâSra spella; hê ne lêag fela
wyrda nê weorda. Weorod eall ârâs,
êodon unblïSe under Earna-næs, 
wollen-tëare, wundur scëawian.
Fundon Sä on sande sâwul-lëasne 
hlim-bed healdan, J?one p t him hringas geaf 
ærran m£lum; J>â wæs ende-dæg 
gôdum gegongen, pxt se güÔ-cyning,
Wedra J?ëoden, wundor-dëaSe swealt 
Ær hl pxx gesëgan syllîcran wiht, 
wyrm on wonge wiSer-ræhtes p&r, 
lâÔne licgean; wæs se lëg-draca
grymlîc gry[re-fâh], glëdum beswâêled.
Së wæs fiftiges fôt-gemearces
lang on legere; lyft-wynne hëold
nihtes hwîlum, nyÔer eft gewât
dennes nîosian; wæs Sa dëaSe fæst, 
hæfde eorö-scrafa ende genyttod.
Hirn big stôdan bunan ond orcas, 
discas lagon ond dÿre swyrd,
ômige, |>urhetone, swâ hîe wiS eorSan fæSm 
)>üsend wintra p&i eardodon.
Ponne wæs pxt yrfe ëacen-cræftig,
iü-monna gold, galdre bewunden,
pxt Sâm hring-sele hrlnan ne moste
gumena Snig, nefne God sylfa,
sigora SôS-cyning, sealde pâm Se hë wolde
—hë is manna gehyld—  hord openian,
efne swâ hwylcum manna, swâ him gemet Sühte.

Pâ wæs gesÿne, pxt se sîS ne Sâh 
J?âm Se unrihte inné gehÿdde

3041a MS. gry....  Thorkelin could read “gryre.” Restoration by Bugge.
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3060

3065

3070

3075

3080

3085

wræ[r]e under wealle. Weard &r ofslöh 
fëara sumne; pâ slo fæh<5 gewearö 
gewrecen wrâÔlîce. Wundur hwär }?onne 
eorl ellen-röf ende gefêre
lïf-gesceafta, J?onne leng ne mæg
mon mid his [mâ]gum medu-seld büan.
Swä wæs Biowulfe, J>â hë biorges weard
söhte, searo-nlöas; seolfa ne cuÖe
J>urh hwæt his worulde gedæl weorÖan sceolde.
Swä hit o5 dômes dæg dlope benemdon
}>ëodnas m£re, pä Sæt p<ti dydon,
pæt se secg w£re synnum scildig,
hergum geheaÖerod, hell-bendum fæst,
wommum gewltnad, sê Sone wong str[w]de;
næs hë gold-hwæte gearwor hæfde
âgendes est ær gescêawod.

Wiglaf maSelode, Wîhstânes sunu:
“Oft sceall eorl monig ânes willan 
wræc âdrëog[u/i], swä üs geworden is.
Ne meahton wë gelæran lëofne J?ëoden,
rices hyrde r£d ænigne,
pæt hë ne grëtte gold-weard J>one,
lëte hyne licgean pær hë longe wæs,
wlcum wunian oS woruld-ende;
hëold on hëah-gesceap. Hord ys gescêawod,
grimme gegongen; wæs pæt gifeSe tô swîS,
pt Sone [pêod-cyning\ |>yder ontyhte.

3060a MS. wræce: em. Thorpe. See also line 2771. Else von Schaubert 
retains the MS. form and gives “gehydde” the meaning of “performed.” Her 
translation would run: “the act had not profited him who had performed 
unlawful vengeance under the wall,” i.e., the dragon (see her edition, Kom­
mentar, pp. 167-68, and Glossar, p. 129).

3065a MS. ..gQ: restored by Kemble.
3073b MS. strade: em. Grundtvig.
3074-75 Perhaps the most obscure two lines in the poem, yet often 

crucial in interpretation. Treated here as a half-ironic remark. The “he” Is 
Beowulf. See Commentary, p. 374, and A. J. Bliss in Bibliography, p. 385.

3078a MS. adreogeÖ: em. Kemble.
3086a No gap in MS.: conjectural restoration by Grein.
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3090

3095

3100

3105

3110

3115

3120

le wæs pær inné ond j?æt eall geondseh, 
recedes geatwa, pâ mê gerÿmed w£s,
nealles swæslïce sï9 âlÿfed
inn under eorÖ-weall. le on ofoste gefëng 
micle mid mundum mægen-byrôenne
hord-gestrêona, hider üt ætbær 
cyninge mînum. Cwico wæs |>â gêna,
wls ond gewittig; wom eall gespræc 
gomol on gehdo ond ëowic grëtan hët, 
bæd pæt gë geworhton æfter wines d&dum 
in bæl-stede beorh J>one hëan,
micelne ond m£me, swâ hë manna wæs
wîgend weorS-fullost wide geond eorôan,
Wenden hë burh-welan brücan môste. 
Uton nü efstan offre [side]
sëon ond sëcean searo-[g«mma] gej?ræc, 
wundur under wealle; ic ëow wïsige,
pæt gë genôge néon scëawiaS
bëagas ond brâd gold. Sie sîo b£r gearo, 
2èdre geæfned, potmt wë ût cymen,
ond ponnt geferian frëan ûseme,
lëofne mannan, p&r hë longe sceal
on 9æs Waldendes wéfcre ge]>olian.”

Hët 6â gebëodan byre Wïhstànes,
hæle hilde-dîor, hæleÔa monegum,
bold-âgendra, pæt hïe bæl-wudu 
feorran feredon, folc-âgende,
gôdum tôgënes: “Nü sceal glëd fretan,
—weaxan wonna lëg— wigena strengel, 
pone 9e oft gebâd ïsem-scüre,
j>onne strSla storm strengum geb£ded
scôc ofer scild-weall, sceft nytté» hêo\d.
fæ[#]er-gearwum füs, flâne fullëode.”

Hüru se snotra sunu Wïhstànes

3101b No gap in MS.: restoration by Grundtvig. 
3102b No gap in MS.: addition by Bugge.
3119a MS. feder gearwû: em. Thorkclin.
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âclgde of corÖre cyniges Régnas
sy/one [œt]s[om]nc, pâ sëlestan, 
ëode eahta sum under inwit-hröf
/iilde-rinc[a]; sum on handa bær 

3125 æled-lëoman, së Ôe on orde gëong.
Næs Öä on hlytme, hwâ pxt hord strude, 
sy<5<5an orwearde, ænigne dæl,
secgas gesëgon on sele wunian,
læne licgan; lÿt ænig meam 

3130 pxt hï ofostlïc[e] üt geferedon 
dÿre mâÔmas; drâcan ëc scufun, 
wyrm ofer weall-clif, lëton wëg niman,
flôd fæftmian frætwa hyrde. 
p[â] wæs wunden gold on wâën hladen, 

3135 æghwæs unrlm, æj?eling boren,
här hilde-[rinc] tô Hrones-næsse.

XLIII Hirn $ä gegiredan Gëata lëode
âd on eorôan unwâclïcne, 
heim [um] behongen, hilde-bordum,

3140 beorhtum bymum, swâ hë bëna wæs; 
âlegdon Ôâ tômiddes mærne {?ëoden 
hæleÔ hlofende, hlâford lëofne.
Ongunnon J?â on beorge bæl-fÿra mæst 
wlgend weccan; vaid[ii\-rëc ästäh

3145 sweart ofer swi[o]5ole; swôgende lë[c], 
wöpe bewunden; wind-blond gelæg

3121b “cyniges” begins fol. 201, the last leaf of the poem. It is badly 
torn and the verso is hopelessly faded in many places. Even with the help 
of ultraviolet light, paleographers remain uncertain about many readings.

3122a MS. syfone .. s..ne (as read by Malone, NCt p. 103): restored 
by Grein.

3124a MS. /lilde rinc: em. Ettmiiller.
3130a MS. ofostlic from Thorkelin B: em. Ettmiiller.
3134a MS. has abbreviation for “l>æt”:. em. Thorkelin.
3135b MS. æ^elinge: em. Kemble.
3136a “bilde” is followed by an erasure of three letters; restoration by 

Ettmiiller.
3139a MS. helm: em. Grein.
3144b MS. wud..tc Thorkelin A wud rec: restored by Kemble.
3145a MS. swicSole: em. Karl Bouterwek, ZD A 11 (1859), 82 ff.
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ofyæt hê Öä bân-hûs gebrocen hæfde, 
hat on breÖre. Higum unrôte 
möd-ceare mändon, mon-dryhtnes cw[e]alm;

3150 swylce giömor-gyd [Ge]at[isc] mëowle 
[Biowulfe brœgd,] hunden-heorde,
[so]/ig sorg-cearig. [Sœde] geneahhe
pæt hïo hyre [here-geon]gas hearde ond[r]éde
wœl-fyUa wo[r]n, werudes egesan,

3155 hy[n]Öo ond hœft-nÿd. Heofon rece swealg.
Geworhton Öä Wedra lêode 
blcèw on hôe, sê wæs hêah ond brâd, 
weg-HÖendum wide gesÿne, 
ond beftmbredon on tÿn dagum 

3160 beadu-rôfes been; bronda 1 âfe
wealle beworhtqn, swâ hyt weorôlïcost 
fore-snotre men findan mihton.
Hï on beorg dydon bêg ond siglu,
eall swylce hyrsta, swylce on horde &r

3165 ηϊδ-hëdige men genumen hæfdon;

3149b Thorkelin A cw aln, B ...lm: restored by Kemble.
3150b MS. .eat...: restoration by Pope.
3151 A rip has destroyed the first half-line; the conjecture—and it is only 

that—is by Malone, NC, p. 105. For the second half-line A. H. Smith's ultra­
violet examination gives us the "b" and Thorkelin B the "de."

3152 MS. ,.ng sorg (by Smith's ultraviolet photograph): restored by Bugge. 
For MS. J f e  Thorkelin A and B read “sealde." The T ’ and “d" are now 
doubtful; Pope and Davis thought they could see them as (<i" and Md." 
Emendation by Bugge, now seconded by Pope (2nd ed.). Malone accepted 
the Thorkelin readings as accurate (NC, p. 105) and would translate, "It 
would happen often that she would dread cruel invasions."

3153 MS. ...g.ngas in Malone’s conflation of the different expert exam­
inations: conjectural restoration by W. S. Mackie, MLR 36 (1941), 98. MS. 
ond.ede: restored by Bugge.

3154a MS. wonn: em. Bugge.
3155 MS. hy6o 7 h .f.nyd  by Smith's ultraviolet photograph and con­

firmed by Pope in 1964: restored and emended by Bugge. Nothing now visible 
after "rSce"; Thorkelin A and B sealg. Malone and Zupitza could piece to­
gether a vision of the ' V  first suggested by Ettmüller.

3157a “hlfcw” from Pope and Davis, "hôe** from Smith's Plate VI.
3159a MS. be/i. /  bredon with the "m" as deduced by Malone, NC, 

p. 107.
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forlëton eorla gestrëon eorftan healdan,
gold on grêote, \>&τ hit nu gên lifaÖ 
eidum  swä unnyt, swä hy[f œr]or wæs.
Pä ymbe hlæw riodan hilde-dëore,

3170 æ|>elinga he am, ealra twelf[e],
woldon [care] cwlftan, Æyning mänan,
word-gyd wrecan ond ymb we[r] sprecan :
eahtodan eorlscipe ond his ellen-weorc 
duguÔum dëmdon. Swä hit ged[êfe] biö 

3175 J>æt mon his wine-dryhten wordum /zerge, 
ferhÖum frëoge, |?onne hë forô seile
of //c-haman [lœded] weorÖan.
Swâ begnomodon Gêata lêode
hläfordes [/irjyre, heorÔ-genëa/as;

3180 c>vædon \>æt hë wære wyruld-cyni/?g[û], 
m annum  mildust ond mon-Ôwærust,
lêodum lïÔost ond lof-geomost.

3168b MS. hy. ..or, from Malone, NC, pp. 107-8: restoration by Kemble·
3170b MS. twelfa: em. Ettmüller.
3171a The MS. has room here for about four letters, hence Klaeber*s 

restoration.
3172b MS. w.. with e from Thorkelin B: restored by Grein.
3174b MS. id... from Malone, NC, p. 108: expanded and restored by 

Kemble.
3177b The MS. and ultraviolet photographs produce nothing for this 

word. Conjectural restoration by Holthausen. Alternatives proposed by 
Kemble and Malone are “lane” (transitory) and “lifes” (of life).

3179a MS. ...yre: restored by Thorpe.
3180b MS. wyruldcyni/ig: em. Kemble.
3181 MS. .annü. Thorkelin B supplying the “ m.” MS. is tom from “ ond" to “ ust" 

Thorkelin A and B read “ mondrærust" in evident error, corrected by Grundtvig.




