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j&\ glo gaxon Reh gion

;‘f;‘ arly Anglo-Saxons were pagans and like the

Romans belicved in many different Gods.
They worshipped in temples, although none have

cver been found by Archacologists. Later Christian

Anglo-Saxons wrote about such pagan worship.
Looking at place-names can tell us that temples
and shrines cxisted. Places like Wye, Wheely and
Patchway come from the Saxon word ‘Weol’
meaning holy place. Places like Harrow and
Harrowdown come from the word ‘hearg’ which
means temple.

%gan Anglo- Saxons sacrificed animals to their
Gods. The cleventh month of cach yecar was
called Blotmonath or ‘blood-month’ This mecant a
month of sacrifices.

2
% is thought that the Anglo-Saxons also made
human sacrifices to their gods, but although
Archacologists found bodics at Sutton Hoo, which
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could have been sacrificed, no-onc knows for sure. YA

At the end of the sixth century Christianity slowly |
began to spread throughout the country.

Stone churches and monasterics were built and
people gave up their pagan beliefs.
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